
Stratford upon Avon Town Transport Group 
Minutes of meeting on Wednesday 8 May 2019 

  
Present: Joe Baconnet [JB], Cllr. John Bicknell [JB], John Deegan [JD] Chairman,  
Elizabeth Dixon [ED] Secretary, Cllr. Jenny Fradgley [JF], Cllr. Ian Fradgley [IF],  
Richard Freer-Hewish [RFH], Richard Lees [RL], Mark Haselden [MH],  
Theresa Parker [TP], Cllr. Daren Pemberton [DP], Cllr. Kate Rolfe [KR],  
Cllr. Dominic Skinner [DS], Jann Tracy [JT]. 

  
1. Welcome: John Deegan welcomed everyone to the meeting including 

Councillor Daren Pemberton, SDC Portfolio Holder for Planning & Building 
Services. 
Apologies:  Howard Blessington [HB], Phil Mills [PM], 
 
Mark Cargill is no longer a member as his Portfolio has changed.   
Isabel Edgar Briançon will not be attending meetings but will arrange for a 

briefing paper to be provided, on a particular issue, if required for future meetings.  
  

2.  Minutes of 13 March 2019 were agreed. 
  

3. Matters Arising:  SR said there was no model to test the impact of closing 
Clopton Bridge on Sundays but he would enquire what could be done, but the 
cost was a concern. 

  
4.  Low Cost Initiatives:  HB has proposed that the group is used as a think tank 

to identify, and refine, potential low cost/ no cost measures as sketch 
proposals which could then be taken on by the Councils to work up in greater 
detail in terms of their viability and resulting priority within a financial 
programme.  An example is of work being done of safer routes to schools 
which is included in the NDP. It is linking different 'transport' streams across 
the town.  Members supported this and will discuss at the next meeting - more 
suggestions please! 

  
5.  SDC Consultations: Responses to both Consultations on behalf of TTG 

submitted by JB.  
  

6.  Stratford Transport Strategy:  This work is in progress but the group were 
concerned that there is no firm timeline. There will be improvements to train 
services in the north of the county and eventually Stratford. ED to contact 
Philippa Young re unanswered letter about Birmingham Road 

  
7. SWRR: Reference to email by John Morgan to the TTG with link to STRAG 

website.  This highlighted that in March /April the three counties of Warwick, 
Gloucester and Worcester asked for considerable extra information from the 
developer, Cala, to support their traffic assignments and proposals for the 
Long Marston Development. This did not appear to be common knowledge 
within the group.  Never the less the bid to Homes England went ahead at the 
end of March. 

  
10. Members Reports:  Access for All: Accessibility Statements had been written 

by RL with ED for those responsible for organising the Birthday Celebrations 



 

 

 

and Motoring Festival providing information on parking and all general services 
which was helpful.  
Cycling forum: RFGH reported that WCC have still not come back with 
information, as requested by CF, on the detailed designs for pedestrian/cycle 
provisions on the Birmingham Road scheme.  A manifesto has been developed, 
currently in final draft form and split into three sections. 1.The generic 
advantages of cycling.  2. A collection of all the national, regional and local 
platitudes about how local authorities are obliged to introduce more 
sustainable forms of transport particularly in relation to new developments so 
that there are options for safe, cost effective and environmentally 
sustainable routes on the network. 3. Comments, with examples, on how 
poorly our council performance measures up against the above directives and 
how to take this forward. It is the intention to present this to government 
authorities in Bike Week this June.  A copy will be provided when complete. 
Stratford Society: JD had recently given a talk to members outlining the work 
of the TTG. An annual Report will be provided soon.   

  
11. AOB:  Thanks were given to the Mayor, Councillor John Bicknell, who had 

attended all meetings during his year in Office. 
  

Next Meeting: 10am Wednesday 12 June 2019 at the Town Hall 


