
 

Stratford upon Avon Town Transport Group 
Minutes of meeting on Wednesday 12 September 2018 

  
Present: Cllr. Phil Applin [PA], Cllr John Bicknell [JB] Mayor, Jennifer Bryan [JBr] 
Warks Police, Cllr Mark Cargill [MC] SDC, John Deegan [JD] Chairman, Elizabeth Dixon 
[ED] Secretary, Helen Faulkner [HF] Warks Police, Cllr. Ian Fradgley [IF], Cllr. Jenny 
Fradgley [JF], Richard Freer-Hewish [RFH], Richard Lees [RL], Mark Haselden [MH], Ian 
Marriott [IM] WCC, Phil Mills [PM] Deputy Town Clerk, Stephen Rumble [SR], Jann 
Tracy [JT], Dave Webb [DW], Steve Young [SY] WCC,  

  
1. Welcome: John Deegan welcomed members and visitors to the meeting. 

A short time was taken to remember a member of the TTG, Councillor Keith 
Lloyd, who had died a few days ago.  
 
Apologies: Joe Baconnet, Howard Blessington, Theresa Parker, Kate Rolfe.   
LSD Promotions [Markets provider] had been invited but were unable to attend. 

  
2.  Minutes of 11 July 2018 were agreed. 

  
3. Matters Arising are covered in the agenda. 

  
4. The Tramway: JD gave a summary of the perceived problems over many years 

with this pedestrian route. Generally it does not have enough capacity, being 
the only footbridge from town to south of the river. IM outlined its ownership by 
SDC and its status as a permissive route (i.e.it is not a Right of Way on the 
definitive footpath map). It is not a cycle route and although cycling is 
prohibited it's still used by some cyclists. ED explained that on some days of the 
year including weekends, school holidays and summer time it is at capacity and 
can be daunting for some users.  For example wheelchair users have everyone 
towering above them so a general awareness for movement by others can be 
challenging.  Buggies [pushchairs] often move at a slower speed especially if 
with other children, and some pedestrians stop to sightsee too.  RL said 
Stratforward have formed plans for keeping pedestrians to the left during their 
Festivals by forming 2 lanes and installing 'Keep Left' signs which are advisory 
but not mandatory. JBr said that the Police have no awareness about problems 
with usage but do advise generally for its safety. RFH said the Cycle Forum have 
suggested a cycle route on the Marina side of Clopton Bridge for which a 
feasibility study needs to be undertaken. This is being taken up with WCC as 
Highway Authority by JF. JD asked about closure of Clopton Bridge on Sundays 
and Bank Holidays in summer, allowing pedestrians and cyclists an alternative 
route as a short-term solution pending a new pedestrian/cycle bridge. 
Agreed that TTG will support the feasibility study of a new bridge; SDC [DW] 
will explore permanent Keep Left signage; WCC [SR] will consider closure or 
partial closure of Clopton Bridge as discussed. 

  
5. Stratford Transport Strategy: SR said the action plan for the town centre, 

cycling and parking had not been completed.  Birmingham Road changes are 



being designed and this work has to be completed by 31 March 2020. Suggested 
that information needs to be provided about proposed highway works but it's 
not always possible as some are developer led and not controlled by WCC.  
Questions about Tiddington and Birmingham Roads, from HB, submitted for 
reply to ED. 
SWRR: The planning applications for the road and the Long Marston 
development as a whole are now out for public consultation, which finishes at 
the end of October. SR said a business case is being submitted to Homes 
England by the end of December for additional funding of the road, but the 
draft is not (yet) in the public domain. RFH expressed concern at the overall 
effect on town traffic after the road is built. Agreed that TTG should make a 
response and this will be on our next Agenda for discussion.   

  
6. Neighbourhood Development Plan: MH to be taken to SDC Cabinet on 8 

October and if agreed there will be a Referendum in November 2018. 
  

7. Blue Badge parking: ED explained that Stratforward had met with her and 
worked out improvements for blue badge parking at their forthcoming Food 
Festival which she hoped would continue with other events.  WCC had consulted 
her about work by the Gas board in Henley and Union Streets from now until 
December which includes the loss of blue badge bays but they and the 
contractors know where the nearest suitable parking places are located during 
this time. 

  
8. Members Reports: Cycle Forum, RFH providing information about a cycle 

forum event [attached]. Stratford Society, JT asked about the new road off the 
Greenway - no one knew the answer! 

  
Next Meeting: 10am, Wednesday 10 October 2018 

 

 

 


