
Annual Report of the Stratford Town Transport Group 

 

The Stratford Town Transport Group has a broad remit that covers all 

modes of surface transport, including parking, pedestrians, cyclists, 

service busses, coaches (including out of town visitor coaches), 

together with road and rail issues that may have an impact on the 

town.  The aim is to ensure that transport services benefit all users. It 

is sponsored by the Stratford Society, Stratforward (Stratford BID) and 

Stratford Town Council.  

During the year two members have resigned for personal reasons: 

David Miller (Cycle Forum), and Ian Heggie (founder Chairman). Ian was 

given a presentation at our January meeting in recognition of his many 

years’ support, and he has agreed to continue advising the Group as a 

“corresponding member”. Richard Lees has been recruited as an 

expert advisor, and there are a couple of other vacancies to be filled. 

The Transport Group has met in the Town Hall on seven occasions since 

its last annual report, courtesy of a grant from the Town Council for 

the room hire fee. The most significant of the issues it has addressed is 

the draft transport strategy produced by the County and District 

Councils. The County Council gave us a pre-publication presentation on 

its contents, which we have discussed on more than one occasion 

since. The date for comments on the draft has now closed and the next 

step expected is publication in the summer of a revised version. The 

Group’s comments on the draft are available on the Society’s web 

pages, and can be summarised as disappointment both with a lost 

opportunity to build on previous strategic thinking rather than a 

rehearsal of well-known concerns about some local traffic issues, and 

disappointment that some of its proposals lack any supporting case or 

objective evaluation. We are seeking much more opportunity for local 

engagement, including that of the Group itself, in the next steps, and 

at a meeting with the M.P. we sought his support for this demand. 

The other major initiative of interest has been the Neighbourhood 

Plan, which is reaching the later stages of preparation. The Group has 

supported its transport content and hopes to have a continuing role in 

its adoption and implementation. 

The Group has given much thought to pedestrian safety issues on the 

Tramway Bridge, which can get very crowded in summer, especially 



when events take place on the river or recreation ground. It is 

extremely frustrating that neither the District Council, as owner of the 

bridge, or the County Council, as highway authority, have accepted 

any responsibility for safety on it. This is not satisfactory, and the 

Group will continue to press for a long-term solution.  

The decision by the LEP not to fund proposals to relieve congestion on 

Birmingham Road is clearly a major setback and it is not clear how or 

when the scheme will now be taken forward. It was being progressed 

outside of the transport strategy, as is the traffic signals scheme for 

Tiddington Road/Clopton Bridge junction.  

Other ongoing issues include the question of the rising (or not) bollards 

on Henley Street, about which we have received a number of different 

but equally unsatisfactory explanations from different County Council 

officers. Although there is a security aspect to their operation, 

highlighted by the recent London terror attack, we are not aware of 

any proposed changes. 

We have submitted, unfortunately unsuccessful, objections to the 

County Council’s decision to change the charging arrangements at 

Bishopton Park and Ride, which we believe undermine the prospects of 

it offering an attractive alternative to parking in the town centre. 

Coupled with the District Council’s decision the previous year to make 

no plans for ongoing provision of the Park and Ride site at Rosebird, it 

reinforces our concern about the draft transport strategy. 

We have had a very helpful briefing from the County Council on 

proposed changes in the midlands rail franchise, which we hope will 

improve conditions for passengers and improve connections. However, 

the major access issue so far as the local economy is concerned will be 

access to Birmingham Airport and HS2, for which the new franchise is 

unlikely to provide much benefit.  

We have also had a briefing from the Avon rail Group on the 

Honeybourne Link proposal. The Transport Group has not changed its 

view that we should remain open-minded about the possibility of 

eventual re-instatement (perhaps using a low emission tram/train 

system). However, no scheme should be implemented unless it can 

demonstrate a positive business case and can be shown not to cause 

significant impact on residents living close to the route or existing 

users of the Greenway.  
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