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Citizens Advice provides free, 
confidential and impartial advice 
to around 1,000 residents in our 
town.  Advice is given on all sorts of 
problems including financial issues and 
benefit payments, with housing and 
employment being the most common.  
Citizens Advice is there to give anyone 
and everyone the help they need, 
exactly when they need it.  

My second charity is Voluntary Action 
Stratford-on-Avon District (VASA).  
Apart from all their wonderful volunteer 
drivers, they also do so much for the 
lonely and isolated residents in our 
community and are able to provide 
lunch clubs, games afternoons, 
exercise classes and much more.  

My third charity is The Link Project for 
the homeless.  It is hard to believe that 
in this beautiful, affluent town there are 
people sleeping rough; people who are 
homeless mostly not out of choice but 
because of circumstance.  Funds raised 
for the Link Project will make a very 
positive contribution to their important 
work.  

Despite having been appointed to the 
somewhat exalted position of Mayor, 
I am still ‘the Pot Hole Queen’, and I 
am here for each and every resident in 
Stratford-upon-Avon; so however great 
or small your issue, I hope I’ll be able 
to help.

I was absolutely delighted to be 
appointed Mayor of Stratford-upon-
Avon on 17 May, 2019 for the civic 
year 2019/20.   The Mayor Making 
Ceremony was somewhat daunting 
but in fact, I really enjoyed it, as I 
did the Civic Dinner that evening.   
The whole occasion was rather 
overwhelming, and I was engulfed 
by feelings of great pride as well as 
humility.  I promise you that I will 
represent our town to the very best 
of my ability.

Together with my Consort and 
husband, Michael, we are really looking 
forward to meeting the small army of 
volunteers who make such a very great 
difference to the lives of so many in 
our community.  The three specific 
charities I have chosen as the Mayor’s 
Charities 2019/2020 are Citizens 
Advice South Warwickshire - until 
recently known as CAB, VASA and The 
Link Project.

HELLO FROM THE ‘POT 
HOLE QUEEN’…

LANDSLIDE FOR 
THE LIB DEMS

It was almost a clean sweep for 
the Liberal Democrats at the 
recent Stratford-upon-Avon 

Town Council election, on 2 May 
2019.  The Town Council is now 
made up of seventeen Lib Dems 
and one Independent.  However, 

the Town Council has always 
operated non-politically, so 

despite the lack of opposition 
there will be no real difference 
in the decision making process. 

There is no whip and each 
member is honour-bound to 
determine what they consider 
to be right for the community, 
irrespective of politics, and is  

free to vote accordingly.

At the Mayor Making Ceremony that 
Mayor said, “In the recent election, 
some very long serving members 
did not stand for re-election and 
some who did were not returned. 

We lost some very valued and 
experienced members of the Town 
Council and I would like to place on 
record my sincere thanks, and that 
of new Town Council members, for 
the tremendous work, dedication 

and commitment demonstrated by 
these former councillors, namely 

Phil Applin, Charles and Tessa Bates, 
John Bicknell, Lezley Bott, Ben Brain, 
Gavin Griffiths, Tony Jefferson, Bill 

Lowe and Juliet Short.”

The Mayor and her fellow councillors 
then rose as one, acknowledging 

these former members with a  
well-deserved round of applause.
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AVENUE
Cllr Richard Vos 07989 189144
Cllr Cohl Warren-Howles 07947 841133

BISHOPTON
Cllr Victoria Alcock 07904 352133
Cllr Chris Wall  07572 284159

BRIDGETOWN
Cllr Roy Dyer  07842 200872
Cllr Ian Fradgley 07712 809252

CLOPTON
Cllr Jason Fojtik 07521 128638 
Cllr Philip How  07854 618658
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Cllr Tony Jackson (Deputy Mayor)  07812 622753 
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SHAKESPEARE BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATIONS

Despite Storm Hannah’s wrath hammering the town, dedicated 
participants and onlookers still braved the elements on Saturday  
27 April 2019 to watch the annual Shakespeare Birthday Celebrations.

There was definitely a blend of old and new during the event. Similarly 
to years gone, Dignitaries and Diplomats, led by the Lord Lieutenant, 
returned to the Birthplace to be greeted by ‘Mr Shakespeare’. Drummers 
then led the Civic Procession to the arena in Bridge Street for the 
traditional Flag Unfurling Ceremony. Unfortunately, the strong winds 
meant that the Big Birthday Banner had to be lowered shortly after it was 
unfurled.

Mezzo Soprano Millie Underwood’s 
sonorous voice soared in her moving 
rendition of the National Anthem and 
during her performance of Happy 
Birthday, then ‘Mr Shakespeare’ 
suddenly appeared and greeted the 
windswept crowd.

Both the Town and District Councils 
would like to apologise to the retailers 
in Bridge Street who were engulfed in 
degradable confetti which swirled into 
shops on a relentless basis following 
the confetti explosions at the close 
of the ceremony. It was a great 
visual spectacle for participants and 
onlookers, but a real pain for others 
and we are sincerely sorry that you 
were inconvenienced.

John Bicknell, Mayor at the time, 
said: “These were very challenging 
conditions for us all and I am just 
relieved that we have safely managed 
to pull it off. I can’t remember the 
wind ever being as bad as this before, 
but at least it hasn’t rained”.

On Sunday 28 April, history was made 
when the Quill Ceremony was led by 
the first female Head Prefect of King 
Edward VI School, Tazmin Chape. 
Dignitaries and Diplomats processed 

with her to Holy Trinity Church to 
attend The Shakespeare Service, 
which included the Shakespeare 
Sermon and verse and music 
from members of the current RSC 
ensemble.

The UK’s National Living Statue 
Championship returned for its 
second year and was again an 
overwhelming success. On Sunday 
afternoon the winners of the 
championship, chosen by a public 
vote, were announced. Doug and 
Lena Selway from Portugal were 
voted the overall winners for their 
portrayal of Sir Walter Raleigh and 
Queen Elizabeth I. Second place 
was awarded to Golden Fairy from 
Denmark, and King Richard from 
the Czech Republic was placed 
third. Teddy Bear, aka 13-year-old 
Meike Spijk from Holland, won the 
children’s category.

GOODBYE 
AND  

THANK YOU

In 1989, Mark Baldwyn 
joined the ranks of the Town 

Council as a gardener/
grave digger. Young and 
inexperienced as he was, 
Mark soon proved himself 

to be a dedicated and 
hardworking member of the 
team, and has since become 

the Deputy Foreman of 
what is now called the Open 

Spaces Department.

Following his marriage late 
last year, Mark tendered his 

resignation, and will be leaving 
the Town Council on 24 June in 
order to accompany his wife, 

whose teaching career is taking 
her abroad.

The Town Council would like 
to sincerely thank him for his 
excellent service over nearly 
30 years and wish both him 
and Lisa every success and 

happiness in their new venture 
in exotic, warmer climes.

HAPPY 
CHRISTMAS!

The Victorian Christmas 
Festival quickly established 

itself as the go to destination 
at Christmas, and is now a 
firm favourite in the diaries 
of the many thousands of 
visitors it attracts, the stall 

holders and the town’s 
retailers and eateries.

The 2018 event attracted over 
153,000 people to the town 
over the weekend, making 

Saturday and Sunday possibly 
the best two trading days in 

the whole of the year.

Plans are already well 
underway for this year’s event, 

but the new Town Council 
want to change what will be on 

offer at the Town Hall.    

In the past a successful, 
independent Craft Fair has 
been held in the Hall during 

the Festival. The Council 
intends to stage an equally 

successful Christmas Fair, by 
offering the town’s charities, 
schools and local community 
organisations the opportunity 
to have a stall, COMPLETELY 
FREE OF CHARGE, on both 

Saturday and Sunday,  
6 and 7 December.   

It’s their way of saying  
‘thank you’.

At this stage the Council is 
just looking for expressions of 
interest, so please don’t delay 
in getting in touch.  There are 

only 18 tables available.  

Please contact:  
lisa.cowley@stratford-tc.gov.uk 
or telephone 01789 269332.
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COMMEMORATING A LOVED ONE
They say it takes five years 
for a garden to mature, so the 
Tranquility Garden in Stratford-
upon-Avon Cemetery, which 
was opened in 2017, has a few 
more years before reaching its 
maturity.

Having said that, the Garden is already 
looking pretty impressive and proving 
to be the tranquil setting that the 
Council had envisaged for people to 
sit and reflect.

A local funeral director recently 
advised the Town Council that 
many people who have suffered 
bereavement do not realise that 
they can still place a memorial in the 
Garden, even if the deceased is buried 
or scattered elsewhere. The memorial 
walk is a dedicated commemorative 
space which leads to the memorial 
wall at the far end of the Garden.  

The Town Clerk said “I bought a 
memorial brick in the walkway in 
commemoration of my parents, who 

are both buried elsewhere. I visit 
the Tranquility Garden frequently, 
far more frequently than I am able 
to visit their grave. Seeing their 
names gives me a sense of still 
being close to them and I hope 
that, given time, the memorial 
path will become a true walkway 
of remembrance bringing strength 
and comfort to many grieving 
families.”

If you would like to discuss 
commemorative opportunities or 
ash internments in the Tranquility 
Garden, please contact Emma 
Evans on Monday/Tuesday at the 
Town Council on 01789 269332 
or email: emma.evans@stratford-
tc.gov.uk

THE TOWN HALL – PERFECT FOR ANY OCCASION

The Town Hall is available for hire 
by residents or visitors to the town, 
and the Hall often rings to the sound 
of music and laughter, merriment 
and dance. Sober occasions such as 
memorial services and post funeral 
receptions are also accommodated, 
with sobriety and respect. 

The principal rooms are all licensed 
for marriages and other civil 
ceremonies, and their variety and 
diversity make this an ideal venue for 
a wedding of distinction; from a grand 
occasion for an intimate affair with 
just two witnesses.

Please telephone Emma Evans on 
01789 269332 or email  info@
stratford-tc.gov.uk, for further 
information, or for an appointment 
should you wish to view the Hall.

Stratford-upon-Avon Town Hall is a distinctive venue for almost every occasion.

THE TOWN 
COUNCIL’S 
FINANCIAL 
AWARENESS
The Town Council takes 
seriously its responsibilities 
to contain costs and uses a 
rigid approach when compiling 
budgets, taking account of new 
criteria to tighten and define 
potential spending. When 
preparing budgets, we aim to 
limit any increases from previous 
years as much as possible, 
carefully reviewing expenditure 
to date.

We have let the public know how 
much their council tax (precept) 
contributes to the Town Council by 
giving the annual cost to a band 
‘D’ household, which is the average 
band. We work this out by dividing 
the total amount needed for our 
budgets by the number of people 
who pay council tax.

Council have approved the proposed 
budget and precept requirement of 
£505,452. 

As has been the case for the past five 
years, this means: 

 • a zero percent increase 

 • a charge per household on a 
   ‘Band D’ property of £38.32 

This includes the District Council’s 
contribution to the overall budget 
of the Council Tax Reduction Grant. 
The District Council has confirmed 
the phasing out of the Council Tax 
Reduction Grant, with the final 
payment being made this year.

We are currently in the process of 
finalising the accounts for 2018/19 
and these will be presented to 
Council for approval at the Town 
Council Meeting on 18 June 2019. 
Once approved, the Annual Return 
will be submitted to our external 
auditor, PK Littlejohns, and the 
audited accounts will be available 
for public inspection shortly 
afterwards.

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS
All Town Council Meetings or Standing Committee Meetings, held at the Town Hall, are open to the general public.  
There is an opportunity for public participation at the start of every meeting.

General
Purposes

Committee
Tuesday
(6:30pm)

Planning  
Consultative 
Committee

Tuesday
(6:30pm)

Finance & 
Scrutiny

Committee
Tuesday
(6:30pm)

Mayoral, Civic 
Ceremonial & 

Events  
Committee

Tuesday
(6:30 pm)

Human  
Resources  
Committee 
Wednesday 
(6:30pm)

Town
Council

Tuesday
(6:30pm)

16 July 19
22 October 19

10 December 19
7 April 20

25 June 19    
2 July 19

20 August 19
17 September 19

8 October 19
29 October 19

12 November 19
3 December 19
17 December 19

21 January 20
11 February 20

3 March 20
24 March 20   
  14 April 20

10 September 19
19 November 19

14 January 20
10 March 20

23 July 19
3 September 19
5 November 19

7 January 20
17 March 20
12 May 20

9 July 19
15 October 19
18 February 20

30 July 19
(Annual 

Photograph)
1 October 19

26 November 19
28 January 20
Town Meeting 

Thursday 
5 March 2020 

7:30pm
31 March 20
28 April 20

Meetings that differ from the normal time allocation are highlighted in bold.
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AND FINALLY…
If you are part of a local 

community group or charity  
and would like to appear, 
completely free of charge,  

in one of our “Spotlight on the 
Community” features,  

please contact Lisa Cowley  
at the Town Council on  

lisa.cowley@stratford-tc.gov.uk.

BRIDGING the GAP is published by Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council, Town Hall, Sheep Street, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6EF

T: 01789 269332  •  E: info@stratford-tc.gov.uk  •  W: www.stratford-tc.gov.uk

 
 WHAT’S ON...

CHARITY TEA DANCES AT THE 
TOWN HALL 
Held on the following Wednesdays: 
3 July, 7 August, 4 September,  
2 October, 6 November,  
4 December 
2pm – 4:15pm 
Charity Tea Dances held in the 
beautiful ballroom of the Town Hall. 
Dance Ballroom, Latin, Easy Sequence 
and other rhythms in a comfortable 
environment. £4 per person (includes 
tea and biscuits). 
 
For details please contact Alan/
Vivian 01789 204989 or email: 
ilov2getherdancing@hotmail.com 

CAKE AND COMPANY 
Every Friday afternoon -  
2pm – 4pm 
Stratford Methodist Church Centre, 
Old Town. 
 
Come and join us for tea/coffee, 
cake and company.  We are always 
ready for a good chat. A game of 
cards, Scrabble, Rummikub, or 
Dominoes is an option. 

This spot is an opportunity for 
local organisations to publicise 
their event to a wide audience,  

completely free of charge.  

Please contact Lisa Cowley if you 
would like to advertise here:  

lisa.cowley@stratford-tc.gov.uk

BRUNCH 
Second Saturday in the month 
10am – 12pm (except August) 
 
Everyone welcome, any age - for 
a delicious brunch of hot and cold 
food. Any children can join Brunch 
Bunch in the welcome area for craft 
activities or toys are provided in the 
lounge. 

SONGS OF PRAISE 
on the bandstand on the 
Recreation Ground, Sunday 14 July 
at 4.30pm 
 
‘Songs of Praise’ with the Coventry 
Salvation Army Band, and the 
children from Thomas Jolyffe School.  
Come and enjoy singing your 
favourite hymns. 

SECOND THOUGHTS 
A TRIPLE BILL 
Three Comedies in one evening 
at the Bear Pit Theatre  
10 – 13 July 7:30pm 
 
Whisking Eggs by Jackie Lines 
 
Wherefore art thou Lady Macbeth? 
by Margot McCleary 
 
Supersnout by Jane Cafarella 
 
Tickets: www.thebearpit.org.uk or 
in person at the Royal Shakespeare 
Theatre Box Office  
Tel: 01789 403416 

A CHORUS OF DISAPPROVAL 
by Alan Ayckbourn 
at the Bear Pit Theatre  
2 – 5 October 7:30pm 
Tickets: www.thebearpit.org.uk or 
in person at the Royal Shakespeare 
Theatre Box Office 
Tel: 01789 403416 

SHAKESPEARE MORRIS 
Stratford Racecourse,  
Luddington Road CV37 9SE 
Shakespeare Morris practice 
weekly, Mondays 8–10pm. 
Welcoming anybody interested in 
learning Cotswold dances and joining 
this fun sociable Morris group. 

PHOENIX PLAYERS 
BELIEVE 
by Baz Stilinski 
at the Bear Pit Theatre  
26 - 28 September 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON ART 
SOCIETY 
60th ANNIVERSARY EXHIBITION 
14 – 25 August  
King Edward VI School, Chapel Lane, 
Stratford-upon-Avon. 
10.30am to 5pm each day 
 
A large display of pictures in a variety 
of media plus ceramics and glass, 
all for sale.  Daily demonstrations 
by members and a “Have a Go” 
table.   Admission is free.  www.
stratforduponavonartsociety.co.uk 

 £


