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We have a feeling that there will be 
people ‘throwing up their hands in 
horror’ to find that the lead article 
in Bridging the Gap focuses on 
Christmas – especially when we  
are barely into summer.

However, Stratford-upon-Avon Town 
Council thinks it’s important to tell 
the community about our planned 
Christmas activities as soon as 
possible, so that people can come 
prepared for the essential changes 
that we have had to make.

Primarily, these will affect the 
increasingly popular free event at  
the Town Hall on the evening of  
the Christmas Lights Switch-On, 
which will take place this year on  
22 November, 2018 at 4:30pm.  
 
At the Switch-On, hundreds of 
children, with their parents or 
guardians, come to witness the 
dazzling display of lights and then, 
courtesy of the Town Council, visit 
Father Christmas in his Grotto.  
Inevitably, this leads to long queues 
and we have done our best to keep 
everyone entertained and sheltered in 
the Town Hall while they wait. In order 
to fully comply with Health & Safety 
legislation as well as vital security 
measures that are now commonplace 
at events, we have had to put some 
strict control methods in place to 
make sure everyone remains safe.

Although the Town Hall is an 
elegant and prestigious building in 
the heart of the town, it does have 
its limitations in terms of access, 
and we are not allowed, under any 
circumstances, to exceed the limit on 
the number of people allowed in the 
building at any one time. 
 
Taking all this into account, and 
after very careful consideration, the 
Council will be implementing the 
following conditions this year. These 
aim to reduce waiting time and create 
a faster flow of visitors through the 
Grotto whilst keeping our guests safe, 
warm, and entertained: 
•  Following the Switch-On, public 

access to the Town Hall is no 
longer permitted. 

•  Entry to the Town Hall is for the 
sole purpose of seeing Father 
Christmas.

•  While remaining free of charge, 
entry will be ticketed.

•  A manned Buggy Park in the 
quadrant outside the building will 
be provided. Buggies will not be 
permitted inside the Town Hall.

•  Ticket holders queueing from 
Sheep Street will be allowed into 
the Town Hall in blocks of 50.

•  There will be a secondary queue 
for Father Christmas for those 
without a ticket. Priority will be 
given to those with tickets.

•  Refreshments and children’s 
festive activities will be available in 
the Ballroom for those waiting to 
be called downstairs to the Grotto.

•  Visitors will be called downstairs in 
blocks of 50.

In accordance with the Data Protection 
Act 2018, the Town Council only 
collects limited information necessary 
for correspondence, information and 
service provision. The Council does 
not use profiling, we do not sell or 
pass your data to third parties and 
we do not use your data for purposes 
other than those specified. Your 
data will be stored securely and will 
be deleted following the Switch-On 
event. 

Tickets
•  Tickets to see Father Christmas 

are free. 
•  Tickets are not timed.
•  Each ticket admits up to three 

children accompanied by up to 
two adults.

If you would like a ticket, please 
contact the Civic Secretary, 
Charles Wilson, by 9 November, 
2018. charles.wilson@stratford-
tc.gov.uk or 01789 269332

SORRY, BUT WE REALLY DO HAVE  
TO TALK ABOUT CHRISTMAS!
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MAYOR MAKING 2018
Councillor John Bicknell moved to 
Stratford-upon-Avon in 1992 and became 
actively involved in local politics as a 
member of the Liberal Democrat party. John 
was first appointed to the Town Council in 
2002 and was re-elected in 2006 and 2010.  

After graduating in Business Studies at 
Coventry University, John pursued a career 
in management accountancy and is currently 
a fellow of the ACCA. His background in 
accountancy has enabled him to make a 
significant contribution to the Town Council’s 
Finance Committee.  Aside from business 
and politics, John’s interests include walking, 
creative writing and non-league football.

At noon on 17 May, Councillors and distinguished guests gathered in the 
Council Chamber of the Town Hall to witness the inauguration of Councillor 
John Philip Bicknell as the four-hundred and seventy-third Town Mayor of 
Stratford-upon-Avon.

Having made his declaration and received the Mayor’s signet ring from his 
predecessor, he then withdrew to the Mayor’s Parlour where he was formally 
robed.  The transition was finally complete when he received the chain of office 
from immediate former Mayor, Councillor Victoria Alcock. 

During his acceptance speech, John said, “Throughout my year as Mayor, 
I hope to make the Town Council a more outwardly focused organisation, 
addressing the challenges that face the town and its people.  The charities that 
I will be chiefly supporting are Springfield MIND, in their work to ensure good 
mental health and overcome the stigmas that often surround the condition; 
the Shakespeare Hospice, for their work in supporting those with life limiting 
illnesses; and Lifeways, a natural health charity, who also support several other 
local charities’.

The new Mayor will be assisted throughout the year by his Deputy, Councillor 
Kate Rolfe (Kate’s full profile featured in the last edition of Bridging the Gap – 
issue 32).

AVENUE
Cllr Lezley Bott  01789 550689
Cllr Juliet Short  01789 294247

BISHOPTON
Cllr Victoria Alcock  01789 551072
Cllr Chris Wall  01789 508396

BRIDGETOWN
Cllr Ben Brain  01789 508325
Cllr Ian Fradgley 01789 266369

CLOPTON
Cllr Jason Fojtik 01789 551267
Cllr Bill Lowe  01789 550970

GUILDHALL
Cllr Jenny Fradgley 01789 262522
Cllr Tony Jackson 01789 551615

HATHAWAY
Cllr Tessa Bates 01789 293744
Cllr John Bicknell 01789 290947 
(Mayor)

SHOTTERY
Cllr Charles Bates 01789 293744
Cllr Bill Dowling 01789 740795

TIDDINGTON
Cllr Phil Applin  01789 295393
Cllr Kate Rolfe  01789 550624 
(Deputy Mayor)

WELCOMBE
Cllr Keith Lloyd 01789 551856
Cllr Tony Jefferson 01789 268318 
   

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON  
TOWN COUNCIL  

CONTACTS

Town Council Office
01789 269332

info@stratford-tc.gov.uk
www.stratford-tc.gov.uk

On Friday 20 April, the Town 
Council once again took the 
opportunity to thank those who 
work so tirelessly and diligently in 
the local charitable and voluntary 
sector.  Approximately 100 
volunteer representatives, along 
with other VIP guests, including the 
Lord Lieutenant of Warwickshire, 
attended a special Civic Reception 
at the Town Hall.

Following a formal welcome by 
the then Mayor, Councillor Victoria 
Alcock, the annual Mayor’s Award was 
presented to a volunteer, who, in the 
opinion of the Mayor, had gone that 
extra mile to enhance and improve the 
lives of those living in the community.

The recipient for 2018 was 
announced as Becky Reynolds, 
who was chosen specifically for her 
work in spearheading the voluntary 
organisation ‘Rubbish Friends’ 
– a group of likeminded people, 
passionate about keeping Stratford-
upon-Avon clear of rubbish.

The Celebratory Volunteers’ 
Reception also marked the start of the 
Shakespeare Birthday Celebrations 
weekend and the immediate former 
Chairman of the District Council, 
Councillor George Atkinson, 

welcomed guests, promising an 
enjoyable weekend for all.

Guests witnessed the launch of the 
inaugural Living Statue Competition, 
organised by LSD Promotions, who 
also provide the town’s markets.  
Applicants from around the globe 
travelled to Stratford-upon-Avon, 
and those who attended the reception 
received a sneak preview of a select 
number of statues.

On Saturday 21 April festivities went 
‘full steam ahead’.  In addition to 
the traditional Civic Parade and Flag 
Unfurling Ceremony, thousands 
of visitors witnessed the very first 
Community Literary Pageant in 
Bridge Street.  Spectators watched 
as ‘Peter Pan’, ‘The Calendar Girls’, 
‘Where’s Wally’ and many more works 
of literature processed through the 
arena.  The Mayor and Chairman 
had the unenviable task of judging 
the pageants.  The final scores were 
based on ease of identifying the book, 
originality, creativity of costumes and 
attention to detail.

Ultimately, it was a double celebration 
for ‘Rubbish Friends’, as their 
interpretation of ‘The Wombles’ by 
Elisabeth Beresford was declared as 
the winner, securing the £500.00 
cheque, provided by pageant sponsor 
Bell Court.

The victories did not end there.  On 
Sunday 22 April, the Shakespeare 

Celebrations weekend culminated 
in the announcement of the winner 
of the inaugural Living Statue 
Competition.  Throughout the 
weekend, visitors were able to wander 
through the Bancroft Gardens to 
observe the statues perform.  Again, 
the judging was undertaken by the 
Mayor and Chairman of the District 
Council, assisted by the headmaster 
of King Edward VI School, Bennet 
Carr. The adult winner of the 
championship was Matt Walters from 
Sussex, as ‘Mechanical Fracture’. 
Matt received a £5,000 award from 
LSD Promotions.  The junior title, and 
£50 prize, was won by 15-year-old 
Wouter as ‘Ye Olde Bench’.  Wouter 
had travelled from Holland.

Tadhg McGillicuddy, Creative 
Director of LSD Promotions, who 
worked closely with Shakespeare’s 
Celebrations to organise the 
Championship, said: “We had 21 
artists from across the world taking 
part in this brand new championship.  
Not only did they have a great time, 
but it was fantastic to see the crowds 
come to Stratford to celebrate this 
talent and enjoy themselves too.  We 
very much hope that this competition 
will become an annual event in 
support of the Birthday Celebrations.”

WINNERS ALL ROUND

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS
All Town Council Meetings or 

Standing Committee Meetings, held 
at the Town Hall, are open to the 

general public.  
There is an opportunity for public 
participation at the start of every 
meeting.  The full list of meetings  
is on the Town Hall noticeboard  

or on the website  
stratford-tc.gov.uk

TOWN HALL 
 AS A VENUE

The Town Hall is available for 
hire at extremely competitive 
rates.  If you wish to hire the 
Town Hall as a venue for your 

event please call Emma Evans on 
01789 269332 or email emma.

evans@stratford-tc.gov.uk
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At the Town Council, we take 
our responsibilities to control 
costs very seriously. We adopt a 
rigid approach when putting our 
budget together, to take account of 
new criteria to tighten and verify 
potential spending. When preparing 
the budget for 2018/19, we aimed 
to limit increases compared to 
previous years, and we carefully 
reviewed what we have spent to 
date.    

At the Finance & Scrutiny Committee 
meeting in September last year, 
Members repeated the policy we’ve 
had over many years: to compile 
budgets based on proven need, while 
keeping in mind any new spending 
requirements that may occur in the 
next few years. In particular, owing to 
the heightened terrorist threat level in 
the UK, there has been a considerable 
increase in the cost of staging events, 
which will be financed from General 
Reserves.

In addition to listing the estimated 
income and expenditure for the 
coming financial year, the detailed 
format for the budget allowed the 
planned expenditure and actual 
expenditure for the previous three 
years to be reviewed when considering 
any changes. This showed a surplus 
of just under £200,000 in reserves 
built up since 2014. However, a large 
part of this was used in 2016/17 and 
2017/18 towards funding for the 

Total Band D Council Tax 2017/18 2018/19 % Increase /
(decrease)

% of the 
(Council Tax)

Stratford-on-Avon District Council £135.71 £137.07 1.00% 7.8%

Warwickshire County Council £1,298.88 £1,363.68 4.99% 77.3%

Warwickshire Police and Crime Commissioner £191.98 £203.98 6.25% 11.5%

Sub-total £1,626.57 £1,704.73 4.81% 96.6%

Town and Parish Councils (average) £58.35 £59.23 1.51% 3.4%

TOTAL £1,684.92 £1,763.96 4.69% 100.0%

Reduction Grant is being phased out, 
with the last payments being made in 
2019/20. 

The increased number of properties 
resulted in increased revenue, from 
£481,405 in 2017/18 to £496,472 
in 2018/19.  Although the proposed 
payment is higher than in 2017/18, 
this is partly offset by the Council 
Tax Reduction Grant from the District 
Council, giving us a net increase of 
£9,217.  

As shown, the budget reflects, as 
far as possible, an accurate estimate 
of funding required, and does not 
include ‘just in case’ funding. Due to 
this ‘bare bones’ approach, we were 
able to keep the community charge 
requirement at the same level as last 
year. This represents a charge per 
household on a ‘Band D’ property of 
£38.32, which has remained constant 
for the past 5 years. The average 
across the region is £59.23, a 1.51% 
rise on last year.

THE TOWN COUNCIL’S FINANCIAL AWARENESS
Neighbourhood Development Plan and 
Tranquility Garden Projects.  

The provisional Tax Base and Council 
Tax Reduction Grant for 2018/19 
were confirmed by the District Council 
in January 2018, which allowed us to 
calculate our precept. We have always 
informed the public of our community 
charge requirement in terms of the 
annual cost to a band ‘D’ taxpayer.  
This is calculated by dividing the total 
community charge requirement by the 
number of local taxpayers who will be 
contributing towards the community 
charge. 

In previous years, Stratford District 
Council has received a grant from 
Central Government to cover the full 
cost of rates for households receiving 
council tax benefit. Although this 
grant is included in the payment 
made to the Town Council, this year 
it has been reduced – to £9,430, 
from £15,280 last year and £20,580 
the previous year. This Council Tax 

The Mayor is delighted to attend 
as many public engagements as 
possible in Stratford-upon-Avon, 
and these can run into hundreds 
during their term in office. 

To keep the Mayor ‘on track’, it is 
imperative that the Civic Secretary 
administers Mayoral engagement 
requests.  If you would like the Mayor 
to attend your function, please get in 
touch with the Town Hall, rather than 
asking the Mayor directly. You can 
complete the Mayoral Engagement 
form online at www.stratford-tc.
gov.uk, or contact Charles Wilson on 
01789 269332 or charles.wilson@
stratford-tc.gov.uk. 

As well as attending to Council 
business, since the last edition of 
Bridging the Gap, the Mayor has been 
kept busy, attending:

•  King Edward VI School Concert –  
22 March

•  Avon Bowling Club Coffee Morning, 
Town Hall – 23 March

•  Alcester Civic Dinner, Alcester Town 
Hall – 23 March

•  Bangladesh National and 
Independence Day – 27 March

•  Good Friday Procession of Witness, 
Stratford Town Centre – 30 March

•  Oasis Christian Centre Service, 
Hodgson Green – 1 April

•  BABPA Annual Dinner, Leamington 
Spa Town Hall – 7 April

•  Comic Con, Stratford Leisure Centre 
– 8 April

•  Presentation for Carnegie Trust to 
Martin Family, Town Hall – 10 April

•  Warwick Civic Dinner, Warwick Hall, 
Warwick – 13 April

•  Re-opening of new Homeguard 
Club facility, Tiddington – 14 April

•  Shakespeare Schools Lecture, Town 
Hall – 18 April

•  Volunteer Reception and Launch of 
Living Statue Competition, Town 
Hall – 20 April

•  Shakespeare Birthday Celebrations, 
Town Centre – 21 April

•  Shakespeare Sunday Service, Holy 
Trinity Church – 22 April

•  Announcement of Living Statue 
Competition Winner, Waterside – 
22 April

•  Funeral Service of D-Day Veteran, 
Wellesbourne Church – 23 April

•  Stratford Ladies Luncheon Club 
50th Anniversary, Welcombe Hotel 
– 26 April

•  Schools Cluster Science Fair, 
Stratford-upon-Avon School –  
26 April

•  Shakespeare Morris Men May Day 
Dancing, Bancroft Gardens – 1 May

•  Civic Tour and Afternoon Tea – 
Kenilworth Castle – 3 May

•  Judging Classic Cars at the 
Motoring Festival, Stratford Town 
Centre – 7 May

•  Stratford Rotary Marathon, 
Recreation Ground – 13 May

 MAYORAL YEAR OF CLLR JOHN 
BICKNELL STARTS
• Mayor Making, Town Hall – 17 May
• Civic Dinner, Town Hall – 17 May
•  County Camp 2018, Bramcote 

Barracks, Nuneaton – 19 May
•  Civic Sunday Service, Holy Trinity 

Church – 20 May
•  Contemporary Arts Fair, Town Hall 

– 1 June
•  Kenilworth Civic Service, St 

Nicholas Church, Kenilworth –  
3 June

MAYORAL ENGAGEMENTS NEXT STAGE OF THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
The Stratford-upon-Avon 

Neighbourhood Development Plan 
(NDP), which is one of the largest in 
the country, represents a significant 

change from the traditional 
approach to planning.  The aim 

of Stratford’s Plan is to give local 
people an opportunity to directly 

influence what goes on in the area 
and so allow the community to help 
shape the development of the place 

where they live, ensuring change 
brings local benefit.

The NDP has now successfully 
passed into the next stage of its 

progress. The development team, 
who have been working on the Plan, 
are delighted to announce that the 

Examiner has now issued her report 
and has confirmed that it can  

proceed to referendum, having met 
the legal tests.  

“I find the Stratford-upon-Avon 
Neighbourhood Plan is extensive 
but straightforward, well written 
and generally well explained and 

expressed.” said Louise Brooke-Smith, 
Independent Examiner.   

Stratford’s Mayor, John Bicknell, 
said, “As with all Examiners’ 

reports there are some suggested 
minor modifications and points 
of clarification which need to be 

addressed prior to the finalisation 
of the referendum version of the 

Plan, but I am delighted that it has 
now been passed by the examiner. It 
reflects and represents the very hard 
work and community engagement 
that has been undertaken by our 

team of volunteers since work began 
in 2011.  I understand that the 

Referendum will be held in October 
2018.”

The NDP has been facilitated by 
Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council. 

To find out more visit  
www.stratford-tc.gov.uk.
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MONUMENTS AND 
GRAVE STONES
Under the provision of the Local 
Authorities Cemeteries Order 
1977, a burial authority may do 
anything they consider necessary 
or desirable for the ‘proper 
management, regulation and control 
of a cemetery’ and Health and 
Safety, within both the Cemetery 
and Holy Trinity Churchyard, is an 
issue which the Town Council treats 
with the utmost importance.

Although the Town Council is 
responsible for ensuring that 
memorials in the Cemetery are 
safe, the Council does not own 
the memorials, which remain the 
responsibility of the original owner or 
their family.  

During the evening of Saturday 8 
December 2013, the iconic marble 
statue of the angel that has been 
standing watch over Marie Corelli’s 
grave since the 1920s was pushed 
to the ground and smashed. This 
was not the only gravestone to be 
vandalised during the mindless attack.  
When purchasing a monument, it 
is rare for the owner to take out 
insurance cover at that time, or to 
maintain cover over the years, but 
should something untoward happen 
to their gravestone, rectifying any 

damage or reinstatement can be 
costly.

THE TRANQUILITY 
GARDEN
For just over a year, the Tranquility 
Garden has been providing a 
peaceful setting which offers a 
place for ash burial plots, as well as 
a dedicated area for the scattering 
of ashes. Memorial slate plaques, 
granite paving stones, and bench 
plaques provide opportunities to 
commemorate those who may be 
interred or scattered elsewhere.

Having laid dormant over the winter 
months, the garden is rapidly 
springing to life and Outside Spaces 
Foreman, Tony Holt is concerned that 
his team does not have the time or 
expertise to keep it as immaculately 
as they would like.

Council would sincerely like to thank 
the local resident who voluntarily 
devotes many hours of his time 
keeping the ash burial area near the 
central car park so immaculate.  If 
only just such a volunteer would come 
forward to help in the Tranquility 
Garden. The planting was specifically 
designed to be low maintenance, but 
whilst it is still getting established, 
additional tender loving care is what 

TOWN COUNCIL – LOCAL BURIAL AUTHORITY

Stratford Town Football Club, at 
the MoodChimp stadium in Knights 
Lane, Tiddington, is a very unlikely 
and overlooked success story! 
Celebrating ten years at their 
current venue and fourth year in 
the third tier of non-league football 
these are exciting times for a club 
looking forward to bringing further 
success to the town.

The 2018/19 season will see new 
management as ‘Town’ takes the 
stage in the newly reformed Evo 
Stik Southern Central League. For 
the past six seasons, Carl Adams 
has overseen 300 games in charge, 
leading Stratford to two promotions 
from the relative obscurity of the 
Midlands’ Football Alliance to national 
prominence. Among the highlights of 
2017/18 season was progressing to 
the 3rd Qualifying Round of the FA 
Cup, just two wins away from the first 
round proper.

On the playing front, youth team 
player Dylan Parker was ‘spotted’ by 
Walsall and now has a three month 
professional contract with them, and 

Will Grocott, Lee Thomas and Jazz Luckie 
celebrating a goal in an early round of the 
Emirates FA Cup. 
Photograph by ‘Granty’.

THE GAME’S AFOOT…*
* Henry V, Act 3, Scene 1

the talismanic Ben Stephens was 
widely scouted and will spend June 
at the Jamie Vardy V9 Academy for 
aspiring non-league players. Away 
from the first team Town Youth won 
a thrilling League Cup Trophy, their 
second success in three years.

There are numerous playing 
opportunities for boys and girls at 
colts and junior level to play on the 3G 
pitch. These levels have also achieved 
great success on the pitch this 
season, winning cups a-plenty, filling 
the trophy cabinet. The club’s full-
time academy offers Town scholars 
an education through football. Off 
the pitch, the club is a very popular 
destination for many social events, 
with excellent function/meeting room 
facilities and ample free parking on 
site. There is strong engagement 
with the local community, including 
Alveston C of E Primary School.

We can look forward to an exciting 
season in the Evo Stik Southern 
Central League under new manager 
Darren Byfield. Darren has vast playing 
experience as a full-time professional, 

including with Aston Villa and Walsall, 
scoring over 100 career goals. Most 
recently, he was manager of Redditch, 
having previously been player-coach 
at Solihull Moors. 

Admission charges for the attractive 
Knights’ Lane venue are £10, £6 for 
OAPS and students, and £2 for under 
18s, with under 12s going free.

LOCAL CHARITY RECEIVES QUEENS AWARD FOR 
VOLUNTEERING
The Mayor and Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council 
would like to express warm and sincere congratulations 
to Escape Arts, a local health and wellbeing charity 
based in Stratford upon Avon, who has been awarded 
the MBE for voluntary organisations. The Queen’s 
Award for Voluntary Service is the highest award given 
to local volunteer groups across the UK to recognise 
outstanding work done in their own communities.  
It was created in 2002 to celebrate the anniversary  
of The Queen’s coronation. The charity was nominated  
for the award by former Mayor, Juliet Short. 

An official ceremony will be held later in the year where the charity will receive a crystal award presented on behalf 
of the Queen by the Lord Lieutenant of Warwickshire, Mr Timothy Cox.  

is needed.  If anyone is prepared 
to devote a few hours of their time 
on a regular basis to help keep the 
Garden at its very best, we would 
be extremely grateful.  Please get in 
touch with either Emma or Tony.  

For further information, or to arrange 
the purchase of a memorial item or 
ash plot, please contact the Town 
Council on 01789 269332 or email 
emma.evans@stratford-tc.gov.uk

Photo: Phil Williams
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AND FINALLY... WONDERLAND SUMMER FESTIVAL Tuesday 7 to Thursday 9 August
Enjoy a magical three-day event for all the family in Bancroft Gardens.  Join in the Mad Hatter’s tea party, or play 
croquet on the lawn with the Duchess.  Give the children a treat during the school holidays with a packed-full fun day 
out, courtesy of LSD Promotions.  Open 9am–5pm daily… ‘Don’t be late or you may lose your head’!

BRIDGING the GAP is published by Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council, Town Hall, Sheep Street, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6EF
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WHAT’S ON...

CHARITY TEA DANCES AT THE 
TOWN HALL 
Held on the following Wednesdays: 
4 July, 2018 
1 August, 2018 
29 August, 2018 
3 October, 2018 
7 November, 2018 
5 December, 2018 
From 2pm to 4:15pm 
Charity Tea Dances held in the 
beautiful ballroom of the Town Hall. 
Dance - Ballroom, Latin, Easy 
Sequence and other rhythms in a 
comfortable environment.   
£4 per person (includes tea and 
biscuits).   
For details please contact Alan/
Vivian 01789 204989 or email: 
ilov2getherdancing@hotmail.com 

CAKE AND COMPANY 
Every Friday afternoon  
2pm – 4pm 
Stratford Methodist Church Centre, 
Old Town. 
Come and join us for tea/coffee, 
cake and company.  We are always 
ready for a good chat. A game of 
cards, Scrabble, Rummikub, or 
Dominoes is an option.   

SONGS OF PRAISE 
Sunday 8 July, 2018 
4:30pm 
The Coventry Salvation Army Band 
will play the music for this popular 
annual event at the Bandstand on 
Stratford-upon-Avon Recreation 
Ground. 

ENGAGE 50+ FESTIVAL 
Saturday 29 September, 2018 
Levi Fox Hall at King Edward VI 
School 
For more information please visit: 
www.engagefestival.org.uk or ring 
01789 268701 

THE BEAR PIT THEATRE 
COMPANY PRESENTS 

Sex Cells 
17–21 July, 2018   
7:30pm 
Sex Cells is a very funny, poignant 
play about motherhood, friendship, 
love and loss. 

An Evening with Sunny Ormonde 
22 July, 2018  
7:30pm 
Sunny has been playing the 
“outrageous and raunchy” Lilian 
Bellamy in Radio 4’s The Archers 
for the past 17 years and is a firm 
favourite with listeners.  
Join Sunny who will fill you in on 
all the behind-the-scenes stories 
about the world’s longest running  
soap opera. 

This spot is an opportunity for 
local organisations to publicise 
their event to a wide audience, 

completely free of charge.  

Please contact Lisa Cowley  
if you would like to  

advertise here:  
lisa.cowley@stratford-tc.gov.uk

Andrew Lawrence: The Happy 
Accident Tour 
15 September, 2018   
7:30pm 
Star of BBC1’s ‘Live at The Apollo’ 
and ‘Michael McIntyre’s Comedy 
Roadshow’, Dave’s ‘One Night 
Stand’, and Sky Arts’ ‘The Outcast 
Comic’, as well as the hugely 
successful self-penned BBC Radio 4 
series, ‘There Is No Escape’.  

Blackadder Goes Forth 
2–10 November 2018  
7:30pm 
To commemorate the centenary of 
the end of the First World War, The 
Bear Pit Theatre Company presents 
three episodes of the BAFTA award 
winning BBC sitcom ‘Blackadder 
Goes Forth’. 

Tickets: 
www.thebearpit.org.uk or in 
person at the Royal Shakespeare 
Theatre Box Office 
Tel: 01789 403416 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON ART 
SOCIETY SUMMER EXHIBITION 
11–27 August 
10:30am–5pm 
King Edward VI School, Chapel Lane 
Three halls full of exciting 
paintings, ceramics and glass for 
sale. Daily artist in residence.   
Free admission. 
Further information: www.
stratforduponavonartsociety.co.uk 


