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TURN PLANS INTO ACTION FOR
BARD’S NEW LOOK BIRTHDAY CARNIVAL

From 20 to 22 April 2018 in
Stratford-upon-Avon, there is
a memorable programme of
activities and events planned to
commemorate the world’s greatest
playwright and our most famous
son, William Shakespeare. We
will celebrate the Bard’s 454th
birthday in style, with a unique
‘twist’ to proceedings. Following
the traditional parade, and flag
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unfurling ceremony, the mood will
change to that of carnival and those
standing at flag positions will be in
the unique and enviable position of
witnessing the inaugural Literary
Carnival Pageant, which will bring
a whole new dimension to the
traditional Birthday Parade. Now
is the time to turn your plans into
action and get involved in a great
carnival experience.

Stratford-upon-Avon

Stratford-upon-Avon Town and
District Councils, overseeing
the festivities again this year for
Shakespeare’s Celebrations, are
warmly inviting local groups of all
shapes and sizes to take part and
help make the inaugural Shakespeare
Birthday Literary Carnival Pageant a
real success, which we hope will lay
firm foundations for future years.
(Continued on page 2...)

(Continued from front page...)

The stage will be set in Bridge Street
and ‘Mr Shakespeare’ will greet each
pageant as they pass and will present
them with a quill, symbolising his
literary genius being handed down to
all aspiring playwrights and authors
thereafter.
The pageant promises to be quite
a spectacle and will allow creative
individuals/organisations which may
have been precluded in the past to
participate in a fun and innovative
way. There is no limit to the number
of participants in each literary
pageant; the only stipulation is that
every tableau should be in costume
and representative of the work of
fiction they set out to portray. The
scope is endless, as pageants are not
restricted to just works by William
Shakespeare.
For example, by pushing a
wheelbarrow, carrying some garden
implements and sporting a wateringcan or some flowers, the pageant
could easily be depicting Frances
Hodgson Burnett’s ‘The Secret
Garden’. Creativity and originality
is the key which is unfettered by
convention or the need for an
extravagant interpretation of the
work of literature. The list is endless
and almost anything goes, so we
hope that people will enter into the
spirit of the occasion and make it
an interesting and fun occasion for
a family audience. Your enthusiasm
and creativity is the most important
requirement.
The Mayor and the Chairman of the
District Council will judge the Literary
Carnival Pageants independently,
before they leave New Place to embark
on their procession through the town.
The winning entry will be announced
to the gathered crowds at the end
of the Birthday Ceremony, and the
winners will be given £500 from the
sole sponsor of the Literary Carnival
Pageant, Bell Court.
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Right across town there will be plenty
to see and entertain throughout the
weekend, including the UK’s first
National Living Statue Championship.
Visitors will be able to wander through
the Bancroft Gardens and watch
living statue performances, which
will culminate in the judging of the
inaugural contest on Sunday afternoon
in the Recreation Ground.

The following roads will be closed
7:00am and 1:30pm on Saturday
21 April.
• Bridge Street

• Old Town

• Chapel Street

• Southern Lane

• Chapel Lane

• Church Street
• Henley Street
• High Street

• Meer Street

• Sheep Street
• Union Street
• Waterside

• Wood Street

The following roads will be closed
between 10:00am–11:15am and
12:15pm–1:30pm on Sunday 22
April.
• Sheep Street
• High Street

• Chapel Street

• Church Street
• Old Town

There is more information on the
Shakespeare Celebrations on the
website:
www.shakespearecelebrations.com
The Championship is being run by
event organisers LSD Promotions, well
known in Stratford for managing the
town’s markets. For more information
about the National Living Statue
Championship, please visit
www.lsdpromotions.com/statues.
Tickets for the Shakespeare Birthday
Luncheon on Saturday 21 April, which
is independently organised by Alan
and Ros Haigh, went on sale on
19 February and sold out within
the week.
On Sunday 22 April, we promise
one or two innovative additions to
this memorable and well-attended
Shakespeare Service, which includes
the Shakespeare Sermon and verse
and music from members of the
current RSC ensemble.
Many roads will be closed to
accommodate the Celebrations.

Stratford-upon-Avon

SOS
MARSHALS
During the Shakespeare
Birthday Celebrations 2018,
we are staging the first Literary
Carnival Pageant,
which we hope will become an
annual event. In essence, there
will now be two parades, the
traditional civic parade, and the
new carnival pageant.
We are desperately in need of
additional responsible adults to
help with the marshalling of these
two parades. If you can help,
please express your interest by
emailing
charles.wilson@stratford-tc.gov.
uk or calling 01789 269332.

THE TOWN HALL – PERFECT FOR ANY OCCASION
Stratford-upon-Avon Town Hall is
a distinctive venue for almost every
occasion.
The Town Hall is available for hire
by residents or visitors to the town,
and the Hall often rings to the sound
of music and laughter, merriment
and dance. Sober occasions such as
memorial services and post funeral
receptions are also accommodated,
with sobriety and respect.
The principal rooms are all licensed
for marriages and other civil
ceremonies, and their variety and
diversity make this an ideal venue for
a wedding of distinction; from a grand
occasion to an intimate affair with just
two witnesses.
Please telephone Emma Evans on
01789 269332 or email info@
stratford-tc.gov.uk, for further
information, or for an appointment
should you wish to view the Hall.

A FESTIVE SUCCESS…
There was much merriment and
festive cheer at the inaugural
Victorian Christmas Festival which
the Town Council co-hosted with
Stratford-on-Avon District Council
and LSD Promotions. The town
thrived over what should have
been a three day period, Friday
8, Saturday 9 and Sunday 10
December. Unfortunately, due to
adverse weather conditions, it was
with great regret that the Festival
on Sunday had to be cancelled due
to heavy snow.
However, all was far from lost as the
visitor numbers on Saturday were
64% higher than the same Saturday
last year (28,268 vs 17,226 in 2016).
Footfall around town was just over

30,000 on the same day in 2016,
compared to almost 58,000 this year.
That’s a 91% increase in footfall across
the town compared to the same
Saturday last year.
Throughout Friday and Saturday, over
200 face to face feedback surveys
were carried out. Visitors thought
that there was a great variety of stalls
and that the overall atmosphere was
fantastic. Without exception, every
interviewee said they would definitely
come again next year. Gratifyingly, all
had visited shops, cafes, restaurants
or pubs whilst in the town.
Planning for the event on 7, 8 and
9 December this year is already well
underway and we are gearing up

to putting additional services and
facilities into place to ensure that
the Stratford-upon-Avon Victorian
Christmas Festival keeps us on the
map as the ‘Must go to Christmas
Destination’.

T: 01789 269332 • F: 01789 297072 • E: info@stratford-tc.gov.uk • W: www.stratford-tc.gov.uk
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MAYORAL ENGAGEMENTS
The Mayor is delighted to attend
as many public engagements as
possible in Stratford-upon-Avon,
and these can run into hundreds
during their term in office.

To keep the Mayor ‘on track’, it is
imperative that the Civic Secretary
administers Mayoral engagement
requests. If you would like the Mayor
to attend your function, please get in
touch with the Town Hall, rather than
asking the Mayor directly. You can
complete the Mayoral Engagement
Form online at www.stratford-tc.
gov.uk, or contact Charles Wilson on
01789 269332 or charles.wilson@
stratford-tc.gov.uk.
As well as attending to Council
business, since the last edition of
Bridging the Gap, the Mayor, Victoria
Alcock, and her Deputy, John Bicknell,
have been kept busy, attending:
“Into the Silence” by Second Thoughts
at the Bearpit Theatre – 1 November,
2017

TS Gurkha Mayoral Visit – 2 November,
2017
Poppy Appeal Launch, Rother Street
Market – 3 November, 2017

Meet the Military at Shakespeare
Centre, Marble Hall – 7 November, 2017
Citizens Advice Morning, Town Hall –
9 November, 2017
Armistice Day Commemoration,
Stratford Cemetery – 11 November,
2017

Remembrance Sunday, Holy
Trinity Church and The Garden of
Remembrance – 12 November, 2017

MENCAP AGM – 14 November, 2017

Stratford Hospital AGM –
18 November, 2017

Choral Society Concert, Holy Trinity
Church – 18 November, 2017

Christmas Light Switch, Town Hall –
23 November, 2017
Royal British Legion AGM Women’s
Section – 23 November, 2017

Opening of Foundation House,
Masons Road – 24 November, 2017

Opening of Christmas Bazaar,
Methodist Church – 25 November, 2017
Shakespeare Lions Children’s Party,
Artshouse – 26 November, 2017
Stratford Foodbank Social Event –
1 December, 2017

Christmas Fayre, Stratford Preparatory
School – 2 December, 2017
SDC Chairman’s Charity Event –
4 December, 2017

Avon Bowling Club AGM – 4 December,
2017
Rosconn Learning Rooms Launch,
Shakespeare’s New Place – 4 December,
2017
Stratford Postal Centre Christmas
Visit – 5 December, 2017

Warwickshire County Council
Chairman’s Dinner – 5 December, 2017
A Christmas Carol, Royal Shakespeare
Theatre – 6 December, 2017
Springfield Mind Carol Service, Guild
Chapel – 7 December, 2017

Lord Mayor’s Annual Civic Dinner,
St Mary’s Guildhall – 7 December, 2017
Stratford-upon-Avon Victorian
Christmas Market Festival –
8, 9 December, 2017
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Annual Town Meeting, Town Hall –
1 March, 2018

Women’s World Day of Prayer, United
Reformed Church – 2 March, 2018
Mayor at Home, Town Hall – 4 March,
2018

Commonwealth Day Commemoration,
Town Hall – 12 March, 2018

Councillor Kate Rolfe
was born and brought
up in London and moved
to the Midlands in 1976
to further her career in
the BBC.
She is married to Mike
and they have three
children. The family have lived in Stratford-upon-Avon for over 17 years
and, prior to that, in Henley-in-Arden for 18 years.
Kate worked at the BBC on a wide variety of radio and television
programmes. In the mid 70s she moved into TV Drama at Pebble Mill,
where she worked as a Production Assistant for several years. Having left
the BBC to start a family, she worked as an estate agent, in Henley and
subsequently in Stratford, whilst her children were growing up. Kate then
set up her own company in Stratford – a business designed to help older
people live an independent life.
She was first elected as a District Councillor in 2008 and a County
Councillor in 2009 and continues to represent residents on both councils
as well as being elected onto the Town Council in 2015. Kate remains
very keen on the wellbeing of older people and represents the County
on the Adult and Health overview and scrutiny board. Well aware of
the dangers of social isolation amongst the elderly, she set up ‘tea and
chat’ sessions for older people, supported by Waitrose and the Rosebird
Community Hall.

Orchestra of the Swan concert,
Town Hall – 12 January, 2018

Christmas Lights Raffle Draw,
Town Hall – 22 December, 2017
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90th Anniversary of Stratford Rotary,
Holy Trinity Church – 25 February, 2018

Her leisure interests include going to the theatre and cinema and
supporting local businesses by eating out in the pubs and restaurants in
the town.

Cambrian Society Coffee Morning –
18 November, 2017
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“A Bunch of Amateurs” by Second
Thoughts, The Bearpit Theatre –
22 February, 2018

There are eighteen
members of the
Town Council. Each
newsletter, we profile
one of them so that
you can get to know
them better.

Municipal Charities Christmas Lunch,
Crowne Plaza – 18 December, 2017

High Sheriff Lord Lieutenants Carol
Service, Holy Trinity Church –
11 December, 2017

Stratford Concert Band Christmas
Concert, Artshouse – 16 December, 2017

Christmas Lights Coffee Morning –
18 November, 2017

Launch of Listening Stratford
Samaritans, Stratford
Hospital – 19 February, 2018

Kate serves on the Town Council’s Mayoral & Protocol and General
Purposes committees, as well as the Festival & Events and Asset Register
sub-groups. At the Town Council Meeting in January, 2018 the Council
appointed her as Deputy Mayor elect. She also represents the County on
the Stratforward BID board and sits on the Local Stratford-upon-Avon
Town Transport group and the Historic Spine group. She is also a trustee
board member of CAB and a long serving Governor of Alveston Primary
School.

Charity Lunch with the Mayor of
Warwick – 14 November, 2017

Mayor’s Cabaret Dinner, Town Hall –
17 November, 2017

Leamington Spa Civic Dinner –
16 February, 2018

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR
COUNCILLORS…

Stratford-upon-Avon

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON

TOWN COUNCIL
CONTACTS

AVENUE

Cllr Lezley Bott		

Cllr Juliet Short		

01789 550689
01789 294247

BISHOPTON

Cllr Victoria Alcock 01789 551072
(Mayor)
Cllr Chris Wall		

01789 508396

BRIDGETOWN
Cllr Ben Brain		

Cllr Ian Fradgley

CLOPTON

Cllr Jason Fojtik

Cllr Bill Lowe		

01789 508325
01789 266369

01789 551267
01789 552606

GUILDHALL

Cllr Jenny Fradgley 01789 262522
Cllr Tony Jackson

HATHAWAY
Cllr Tessa Bates

Cllr John Bicknell
(Deputy Mayor)

SHOTTERY

Cllr Charles Bates
Cllr Bill Dowling

TIDDINGTON
Cllr Phil Applin		
Cllr Kate Rolfe		

WELCOMBE
Cllr Keith Lloyd

01789 551615

01789 293744
01789 290947

01789 293744

01789 740795

01789 295393
01789 550624

01789 551856

Cllr Tony Jefferson 01789 268318
			
Town Council Office
01789 269332
info@stratford-tc.gov.uk
www.stratford-tc.gov.uk

T: 01789 269332 • F: 01789 297072 • E: info@stratford-tc.gov.uk • W: www.stratford-tc.gov.uk
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CHARITIES
LAW BRIEF
STOP PRESS

Fraudsters
Targeting Charities

UBUS IS 3 YEARS OLD

The UBUS community transport service has been running for three and
a half years now. Previously known as Community Links, UBUS came
into effect in June 2014 and since then an amazing 30,000 journeys
have been made across the district by over 800 registered users.
UBUS is a ring and ride community transport service operating within
Stratford District. UBUS is available to anyone in the district who struggles
to access public transport due to mobility issues or health problems, or
who lives in an area with little or no public transport.
Passengers can travel between 9:30am and 2:30pm.
UBUS will collect passengers from their door, drop them off at their
destination, pick them up again at the agreed point and drop them off
back at home. Drivers can help passengers to get on and off the bus and
will help with up to three shopping bags or a trolley.
All UBUS vehicles can accommodate a wheelchair.
Depending on where residents live in the district, a single journey costs
£2.10, £2.70 or £3.40. Return journeys £4.20, £5.40 or £6.80.
Residents living in an Orbit property are eligible for a 60p discount
on their journey. Journeys need to be booked in advance,
up to seven days before your journey. UBUS provides transport in
different parts of the district on specific days.
• West of Stratford – Monday–Friday
• East of Stratford – Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays
• South of Stratford – Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays
• Stratford Town – Monday–Friday
• Southam & surrounding area – Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays

UBUS can be used to visit friends, attend social groups or leisure activities,
or go shopping. It cannot be used to attend medical appointments.
If you are interested in registering, call 01789 264491.
For further general information please contact Marie Darwen at Stratford
District Council on 01789 260108. UBUS is supported by Stratford District
Council, Warwickshire County Council and Stratford Town Trust.
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The law firm Veale Wasbrough
Vizards has advised the Town
Council that The Charity
Commission has issued a
regulatory alert about a current
trend in fraud targeting charities
and people donating to them.
The fraud appears to involve
compromising the charity’s
email and computer systems.
This enables fraudsters to send
emails and make phone calls to
the charity’s contacts in order
to persuade them to make
payments to the charity which
are diverted into the fraudster’s
account. The impression given
is of a sophisticated fraud which
builds confidence with a pattern
of apparently legitimate contact
through multiple channels,
including plausible commercial
offers.
According to the regulatory alert,
the fraud is currently focused on
independent schools. However,
in principle any organisation with
a database of frequent donors
is vulnerable. This includes
universities and healthcare
providers, service providers and
fundraising charities.
If you think that your charity may
have been affected by this fraud,
you may need legal and other
professional advice on issues
including:
• management of the underlying
data protection incident
• serious incident reporting to the
Charity Commission
• dealing with lost payments.
Please contact Con Alexander on
0117 314 5214 for more
information.

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

All Town Council Meetings or Standing Committee Meetings, held at the Town Hall, are open to the general public.
There is an opportunity for public participation at the start of every meeting.
General
Purposes
Committee
Tuesday
(6.30pm)

Planning
Consultative
Committee
Tuesday
(6.30pm)

Finance &
Scrutiny
Committee
Tuesday
(6.30pm)

Mayoral &
Protocol
Committee
Tuesday
(6.30pm)

Human
Resources
Committee
Wednesday
(6:30pm)

Town
Council
Tuesday
(6.15pm)

10 April 18

17 April 18

12 June 18

22 May 18

4 April 18

1 May 18

10 July 18

15 May 18

11 September 18

17 July 18

4 July 18

25 September 18

5 June 18

20 November 18

13 November 18

12 September 18

23 October 18

26 June 18

15 January 19

19 February 19

5 December 18

11 December 18

3 July 18

12 March 19

Annual Meeting
& Mayor Making
Thursday
17 May
12 (noon)

26 February 19

7 August 18

9 April 19

28 August 18
18 September 18

3 April 19

19 June 18
(To approve
Annual Accounts
only)
24 July 18
(Annual
Photograph)

9 October 18
30 October 18

2 October 18

4 December 18

27 November 18

18 December 18

29 January 19

22 January 19

Town Meeting
Thursday
7 March 2019
7:30pm

12 February 19
5 March 19
26 March 19

19 March 19

16 April 19

30 April 19

Meetings that differ from the normal time allocation are highlighted in bold.

Refuge Warwickshire
Domestic Violence and Abuse Service
We provide confidential, non-judgemental support, information
and options to women and men who live in Warwickshire and are
at risk from domestic abuse.
Contact us: 0800 408 1552
2nd Tuesday of every month:
Stratford Children’s Centre,
Drayton Avenue, Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37 9PB
Tel: 01789 266624
Time: 13.30 – 15.30

T: 01789 269332 • F: 01789 297072 • E: info@stratford-tc.gov.uk • W: www.stratford-tc.gov.uk

7

WHAT’S ON...
This spot is an opportunity for local organisations to publicise their
event to a wide audience, completely free of charge.

WHERE THERE’S
A WILL, THERE’S
A WAY…
TO DONATE TO
YOUR LOCAL
HOSPICE

The month of March has been
penned by The Shakespeare
Hospice’s as ‘Make a Will Month’.
For the whole month, local solicitors
across South Warwickshire have kindly
donated a number of appointments to
help you make or update your will at
a reduced cost. It’s not too late to put
your affairs in order, as there are still
several appointments left.
Instead of paying the solicitor for their
expertise, your donation will come
to The Shakespeare Hospice. The
suggested minimum donations are:
single will: £100, joint will: £150, and
codicil: £75.
The Shakespeare Hospice provides
exceptional palliative and supportive
care to over 1,000 patients and their
families across South Warwickshire
and the North Cotswolds. All the
services at The Shakespeare Hospice
are provided to patients free of
charge, but cost £2.3m each year to
provide. Your donation will go directly
to paying for the care of local people.
There is no obligation to include a
gift in your will to The Shakespeare
Hospice if you take part in this
scheme. However, by putting a gift in
your will, you can make sure we will
be there for the people you love if
ever they need us.

Please contact Lisa Cowley if you would like to advertise here:
lisa.cowley@stratford-tc.gov.uk

CHARITY TEA DANCES AT THE
TOWN HALL
Wednesday 4 April
Wednesday 2 May
Wednesday 4 July
2:00pm to 4:15pm
Charity Tea Dances held in the
beautiful ballroom of the Town
Hall.
Dance Ballroom, Latin, Easy
Sequence and other rhythms in
a comfortable environment.
£4 per person (includes tea and
biscuits).
For details please contact Alan/
Vivian 01789 204989 or email:
ilov2getherdancing@hotmail.com
MAYOR’S CHARITY EVENT
Friday 6 April
6:45pm
Town Hall
Black-tie event to include drinks
reception, band “Off the Grid”,
canapés, and raffle.
£30 per person, tickets available
from the Town Hall.

Your donations or gift will be used
wisely. For example, £100 will pay for
two visits by Hospice at Home nurses
to provide end of life care to patients
in their own homes or one nurse on
call overnight to support patients
choosing to die at home. Hospice
at Home is a team of registered
nurses and healthcare assistants with
specialist training in palliative and
end of life care. On call 24 hours a
day, our team supports patients and

CAKE AND COMPANY
Every Friday afternoon
2pm–4pm
Stratford Methodist Church Centre,
Old Town.
Come and join us for tea/coffee,
cake and company.
Play a game of Scrabble,
Rummikub, cards or dominoes,
or we are always ready for a good
chat.
SONGS OF PRAISE
Sunday 8 July
4:30pm
The Coventry Salvation Army Band
will play the music for the event at
the Bandstand on Stratford-uponAvon Recreation Ground.
ENGAGE 50+ FESTIVAL
Saturday 29 September
Levi Fox Hall at King Edward VI
School.
For more information please visit:
www.engagefestival.org.uk or ring
01789 268701

their families in their home so they
can remain with the people who are
most dear to them. The Shakespeare
Hospice would like to thank all the
solicitors who have generously agreed
to support this scheme.
Please visit our website for more
information on which solicitors are
offering this service, and how to
book an appointment:
www.theshakespearehospice.org.uk

AND FINALLY... Don’t forget to save the date for this year’s Victorian Christmas Market, which
takes place on Friday 7, Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 December 2018. We look forward to seeing you there.
BRIDGING the GAP is published by Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council, Town Hall, Sheep Street, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6EF
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