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STRATFORD-UPON-AVON IS THE
PLACE TO BE THIS CHRISTMAS

The Christmas Lights are being
switched on by the Mayor from
the Town Hall on Thursday 23
November at 4:30pm and Father
Christmas will be appearing in
his Grotto immediately following
the switch-on. With the Thursday
Christmas Markets taking place
on Waterside in the run up to
Christmas, and the inaugural
Victorian Christmas Market
Festival in early December, there is
something for everyone and a lot to
see and do in Stratford-upon-Avon
over the coming festive season.
As part of the new Market Contract,
which began on 1 October 2017,
Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council,
in partnership with Stratford-on-Avon
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District Council and LSD Promotions
(Marketplace Ltd), is bringing a new
and exciting Victorian themed, threeday Christmas event to Stratfordupon-Avon Town Centre, on the 8, 9
and 10 December.

This will be the first Christmas Festival
to take place in the town. It forms part
of the Markets Contract and will be
repeated each year for the duration of
the contract.

Stratford-upon-Avon

The Stratford-upon-Avon Victorian
Christmas Market and festival will
include around 150 stalls featuring
local makers & producers, crafts,
traditional gifts, international food
and drink, an extensive choice of
street food, and a traditional pig
roast. A vintage fun fair with carousel
and rides will form part of the
festivities, as well as entertainment
zones including street and staged
entertainment supported by amateurs
and professionals.
The Town Council is co-ordinating
the entertainment and many artistic
individuals and community groups
have come forward to showcase their
talents on the main stage, situated
in Wood Street, or at the other

(Continued on page 2...)

(Continued from front page...)

performance area in Henley Street.
We have welcomed entertainers
from every genre, and there is a
wide repertoire of choirs, vocalists,
musicians, dancers and magicians
ready to provide live entertainment
throughout the festival. There will also
be some ‘headline’ professional artists
performing each day.
Lisa Cowley is responsible for the
entertainment schedule, so if you
would like to take part, contact her
on 01789 269332 or lisa.cowley@
stratford-tc.gov.uk to see if there are
any slots still available.

Parents/guardians will be pleased to
hear that Father Christmas’ magical
post box will reappear outside the
Town Hall on Monday 13 November,
and there will be a specific letter
writing children’s workshop at the
Victorian Christmas Festival. He will do
his very best to answer all letters that
are sent to him if posted before Friday
15 December but it is imperative that
a return address is included. In the
past, children have been disappointed
not to have received a response, but
magical though he undoubtedly is,
Father Christmas can only respond
if contact details are included.
(to be used only for the purpose
of responding to letters in 2017.

LSD PROMOTIONS
LAUNCH

The Town and District Councils welcomes the new market
contractor LSD Promotions (Marketplace Ltd), who relaunched the Waterside Upmarket on Sunday 1 October.
Despite warnings of bad weather, the sun made an appearance,
and the market was packed. LSD also launched the Rother Street
Markets on 6 October. We wish them well with this new venture.
We would also like to thank Geraud UK Ltd, who from 2005,
successfully ran Stratford-upon-Avon’s markets on behalf of the
two Councils.
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Contact details will not be passed on
or retained on file).

KEEPING THE MAYOR
‘ON TRACK’

In April, the Town Council took the opportunity to thank those who work
so tirelessly in the local charitable and voluntary sector and welcomed
volunteer representatives and other VIP guests, including the Lord
Lieutenant of Warwickshire, to a special Civic Reception at the Town Hall.

Supported by:

The Mayor is delighted to attend as
many public engagements as possible
in Stratford-upon-Avon, and these
can run into hundreds during their
year in office.

As well as attending to Council
business, since the last edition of
Bridging the Gap, the Mayor, Victoria
Alcock, and her Deputy, John Bicknell,
have been kept busy, attending:

To keep the Mayor ‘on track’, it is
imperative that the Civic Secretary
administers Mayoral engagement
requests, so if you would like the
Mayor to attend your function, please
get in touch with the Town Hall, rather
than asking the Mayor directly. You
can complete the Mayoral Engagement
Form online at www.stratford-tc.
gov.uk, or contact Charles Wilson on
01789 269332 or charles.wilson@
stratford-tc.gov.uk

•	Reinstatement of the Marie Corelli
Memorial Statue – 5 July
• High Sheriff’s Garden Party – 7 July
•	Stratford Beer and Cider Festival –
7–8 July
•	Celebrating the Restoration of the
Passenger Vessel ‘Lily’ – 31 July
•	Unveiling of Specsavers funded
defibrillator at Avon Bowling Club –
3 August
•	Shakespeare Duck Race for
Stratford Rotary – 26 August

•	British Origami Society Convention
– 1 September
•	Royal British Legion Thanksgiving
Service – 3 September
•	Opening of the refurbished Toll
House – 7 September
•	Concert for the Elderly – 7–10
September
•	Heritage Open Days – 8–10
September
•	Defibrillator unveiling at Spar,
Tiddington – 14 September
•	Official Opening of Fordham
House – 15 September
•	Stratford in Bloom Presentation
Evening – 25 September
•	Sunday Upmarket relaunch –1
October
•	Sunny Side Up Annual Tea Party –
8 October
•	Opening of Stratford Mop Fair – 12
October

T: 01789 269332 • F: 01789 297072 • E: info@stratford-tc.gov.uk • W: www.stratford-tc.gov.uk
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MAKE SURE YOUR RIGHTS ARE PRESERVED…
If you own the rights to a grave in
the Stratford-upon-Avon Cemetery
on Evesham Road, it is important
that you contact us if you change
your address. This will ensure that
any important correspondence from
us reaches you, and that your rights
are preserved.

Emma Evans at the Town Hall: 01789
269332 or emma.evans@stratford-tc.
gov.uk

First instigated in late 2005,
the initiative was designed to
bring together Councillors and
officers from the County, District,
and Town Councils, South
Warwickshire Housing Authority,
and the local police. The Town
Council acted as the conduit,
identifying and directing issues
straight to the appropriate officer
or representative.

GETTING TO
KNOW YOUR

COUNCILLORS…

This initiative was superseded by
Warwickshire County Council’s
Community Forum – an advisory
body acting as a key vehicle for
community engagement within
the locality.

ANTHONY JEFFERSON
There are eighteen members
of the Town Council. Each
newsletter, we profile one of
them so that you can get to
know them better.

Tony won the by-election in
December 2013 to represent
the Avenue & New Town ward.
Following the boundary change,
he now represents the Welcombe
ward, as a Conservative Councillor.
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WATCH

The Town Council is pleased
to be reinstating Ward Watch
meetings.

Should the owner of the rights to
a family grave die, it is important
that a near relative contacts us so
that the rights can be transferred.
This will ensure that your family’s
rights continue into the future. To
update your details, please contact

Anthony Jefferson, known as Tony,
was born and raised in Yorkshire
before moving to Stratfordupon-Avon in 1987. He went
to university in Cardiff, reading
Economics, and Durham, reading
Management. He then had a
long and varied career at senior
management level, before running
his own consultancy company
in Leadership and Management
Development for almost ten years.

WARD

The Town Council has
reinstated Ward Watch to ‘feed’
the Community Forums by
identifying unresolved issues
causing concern that need input
from the wider forum.

He serves on the Town Council’s
Planning Consultative Committee
and also the Finance and Scrutiny
Committee. He was elected as a
District Councillor in 2014.
Tony has little time for leisure
but does enjoy reading, films and
current affairs. He is particularly
interested in science fiction and
fantasy, believing them to be a
good way of managing reality. He
has travelled extensively in both
the USA and Southern Africa.

Stratford-upon-Avon

If you have any environmental
concerns in your neighbourhood,
please contact one of your Ward
Councillors (contact details are
on the back page.)

THE CEMETERY OPENING
HOURS DURING THE
WINTER ARE:
8:00AM – 4:30PM
1 OCTOBER 2017 28 FEBRUARY 2018

FULL OF
HERITAGE

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON

TOWN COUNCIL
CONTACTS

The Town Council was delighted to once again host Heritage Open
Days at the Town Hall on 8, 9, and 10 September 2017.

Heritage Open Days is an important
national occasion and our beautiful
Georgian Town Hall is the perfect
setting for this cultural event. This
year we welcomed more than 2,000
visitors.
The theme for 2017 was “Heritage
and Nature”. Displays included
the Heritage Lamppost exhibition,
presented by Friends of Stratford
Heritage Street Lights.

This generated a great deal of
interest amongst locals and visitors.
Downstairs, the chambers were
filled with a wide range of nature
displays. These were colourful and
informative and we were pleased
to welcome local organisations and
individuals who were more than
happy to discuss all aspects of their
particular interests.

AVENUE

Cllr Lezley Bott		

Cllr Juliet Short		

01789 550689
01789 294247

BISHOPTON

Cllr Victoria Alcock 01789 551072
(Mayor)
Cllr Chris Wall		

01789 508396

BRIDGETOWN
Cllr Ben Brain		

Cllr Ian Fradgley

CLOPTON

Cllr Jason Fojtik

Cllr Bill Lowe		

01789 508325
01789 266369

01789 551267
01789 552606

GUILDHALL

Cllr Jenny Fradgley 01789 262522
Cllr Tony Jackson

HATHAWAY
Cllr Tessa Bates

Cllr John Bicknell
(Deputy Mayor)

SHOTTERY

Cllr Charles Bates
Cllr Bill Dowling

TIDDINGTON
Cllr Phil Applin		
Cllr Kate Rolfe		

WELCOMBE
Cllr Keith Lloyd

01789 209102

01789 293744
01789 290947

01789 293744

01789 740795

01789 295393
01789 550624

01789 551856

Cllr Tony Jefferson 01789 268318
			
Town Council Office
01789 269332
info@stratford-tc.gov.uk
www.stratford-tc.gov.uk

T: 01789 269332 • F: 01789 297072 • E: info@stratford-tc.gov.uk • W: www.stratford-tc.gov.uk
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THE TOWN HALL –
PERFECT FOR ANY OCCASION
Stratford-upon-Avon Town Hall is a distinctive venue for
almost every occasion.
Stratford-upon-Avon’s Town Hall
has been standing on its original
site since 1634, and is situated in
the very heart of this historic town
of worldwide acclaim. It not only
houses the Town Council and its
offices, but also provides a superb
venue for a variety of events.
The Town Hall is available for hire
by residents or visitors to the town,
and the Hall often rings to the sound
of music and laughter, merriment

and dance. Sober occasions such as
memorial services and post funeral
receptions are also accommodated,
with sobriety and respect.
The principal rooms are all licensed
for marriages and other civil
ceremonies, and their variety and
diversity make this an ideal venue
for a wedding of distinction; from a
grand occasion for approximately 180
guests to an intimate affair with just
two witnesses.

Christenings, conferences, corporate
dinners and coffee mornings, have all
been accommodated at remarkably
realistic prices for a venue such as
this.
Please telephone Emma Evans on
01789 269332 or email info@
stratford-tc.gov.uk, for further
information, or for an appointment
should you wish to view the Hall.

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

All Town Council Meetings or Standing Committee Meetings, held at the Town Hall, are open to the general
public. There is an opportunity for public participation at the start of every meeting.
General
Purposes
Committee
Tuesday
(6.30pm)

Planning
Consultative
Committee
Tuesday
(6.30pm)

Finance &
Scrutiny
Committee
Tuesday
(6.30pm)

Mayoral &
Protocol
Committee
Tuesday
(6.30pm)

Human
Resources
Committee
Wednesday
(6:30pm)

Town
Council
Tuesday
(6.15pm)

12 December 17

5 December 17

21 November 17

14 November 17

6 December 17

28 November 17

13 February 18

13 March 18

Maintenance
Report 27
February 18
10 April 18

9 January 18
6 March 18

16 January 18

20 February 18

27 March 18
17 April 18

4 April 18

30 January 18

Town Meeting
Thursday
1 March 18
7:30pm
1 May 18

Meetings that differ from the normal time allocation are highlighted in bold.
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T: 01789 269332 • F: 01789 297072 • E: info@stratford-tc.gov.uk • W: www.stratford-tc.gov.uk
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WHAT’S ON...
Stratford Arts House Box Office
(formerly Civic Hall):
01789 207100

www.stratfordartshouse.co.uk
Bear Pit Ticket Hotline:
01789 403416

(10am–6pm Mon–Sat)

boxoffice@thebearpit.org.uk
or visit Royal Shakespeare
Theatre Box Office

CHARITY TEA DANCES AT THE
TOWN HALL
Wednesday 8 November, 2017
Wednesday 6 December, 2017
Charity Tea Dances held in the
beautiful ballroom of the Town Hall.
Dance Ballroom, Latin, Easy
Sequence and other rhythms in a
comfortable environment.
From 2pm to 4:15pm.
£4 per person (includes tea and
biscuits).
For details please contact Alan/
Vivian 01789 204989 or email:
ilov2getherdancing@hotmail.com
8388 Half Page 190x133mm FOR PRINT.pdf
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15/09/2017

THE WITCHES – A BEAR PIT THEATRE
COMPANY PRODUCTION
1–9 December, 2017 at 7:30pm
2:30pm matinees on 2 & 9 December
and 11am on 2 December
Roald Dahl’s The Witches, adapted
for the stage by David Wood.
Directed by Bear Pit Artistic Director
David Mears.
Tickets from £12 (under 18s half
price). Buy tickets by phoning 01789
403416 or visiting www.rsc.org.uk/
buy-tickets/items/33431/
CAKE AND COMPANY
Every Friday afternoon, 2pm–4pm
Stratford Methodist Church Centre,
Old Town.
STRATFORD CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
COFFEE MORNING
Saturday 18 November,
2017 at 10:00am
Stratford-upon-Avon Town Hall,
Sheep Street, CV37 6EF
Come along to buy Christmas cards,
play tombola, eat cakes and watch a
Christmas decoration demonstration.
£2 entry fee (to include a drink and
biscuit)

11:17

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Saturday 25 November, 2017,
10.30am to 2.00pm.
Stratford Methodist Church,Old Town
Free entrance. Includes drinks, lunch,
a bouncy castle, Winter Wonderland
grotto with Father Christmas, gifts
and numerous other stalls.
CRIB FESTIVAL
Saturday 2 November, 2017 from
10:00am
Stratford Methodist Church,
Old Town
Free entrance. Refreshments,
crafts etc.

AND
FINALLY...

As part of the new look
Birthday Celebrations
2018, the town will
be hosting the first
‘National Living Statue
Championship’, set to
become an annual event.
There is a prize of £500
for the best amateur
statue, and a £50 prize
for the best child statue.
LSD Promotions, who is
promoting the event, will
be running living statue
workshops in December
2017 and January 2018.
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If you are interested in
attending, please visit
http://lsdpromotions.
com/statues/ for more
information.
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