
The Story of the Shakespeare Club of Stratford-upon-Avon.

It was in December 2012 that the 
embryonic idea of a Tranquility 
Garden was first brought to the 
Town Council’s General Purposes 
Committee. This additional 
facility within the Cemetery was 
thought to be of vital importance 
to an ever growing community, 
particularly as there was a need to 
take into account the increase in 
cremations, from 35% in 1960 to 
75% in 2015. 
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After several years of planning and 
hard work, Stratford-upon-Avon Town 
Council was pleased to officially open 
the Tranquility Garden on Saturday 20 
May, 2017. The ceremony began with 
a short speech by the Chairman of the 
Cemetery Working Party, the group 
instrumental in spearheading the 
project from conception to fruition.

The Chairman, Councillor Tony 
Jackson, expressed gratitude to 
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all those involved in the Garden’s 
project, singling out in particular the 
Garden’s creators, local landscapers 
Hilary and Brian Jones from Spartacus 
Landscape Gardens. Additionally, he 
thanked Stuart Clifford from George 
Clifford and Son, who has worked in 
partnership with the Town Council, 
particularly in providing the granite 
blocks which will eventually form the 
iconic Walkway of Remembrance.

Thankfully, the weather remained 
fine long enough to see the newly 
incumbent Mayor, Victoria Alcock, 
cut the ribbon and officially open the 
project. Visitors were then encouraged 
to take a stroll around the Garden 
at their leisure and take a close look 
at the sculptures, architecture and 
the subtle planting which was just 
beginning to bloom.  Hilary was quick 
to point that the landscaping was very 
new and that the Garden would only 
get better with time.

To revisit a quote from The 
Chairman’s speech at the opening  
of the Tranquility Garden: “The Town 
Council is forever mindful that those 
visiting the Cemetery are generally 
bereaved, and whatever the stage 
of their grieving process, they all 
care passionately about the final 
resting place of their loved one. 
Consequently, as the burial authority, 
we are intent on creating a peaceful 
and serene place for visitors to reflect 
and remember those who are no 
longer with them”.

Another aim we are eager to fulfil is 
to provide a setting which offers a 
place for ash burial plots, as well as 
a dedicated area for the scattering 
of ashes. Additionally, we are 
keen to provide opportunities to 
commemorate those who may be 
interred or scattered elsewhere, by 
purchasing memorial slate plaques, 
granite paving stones, and bench 
plaques.

GRANITE PAVING STONE
SIZE: 21cm x 14cm
Set within the red brick pathway will 
be memorial granite paving stones, 
in little groups, which will eventually 
create a distinctive walkway of 
remembrance. There will be several 
areas within the garden where these 
can feature. Displaying a Granite 

Paving Stone, including an inscription of up to 50 black letters, for 10 
years, costs £250.00 for a period of 10 years. A charge of £1.25 per letter  
is applied thereafter.

 
SLATE PLAQUE
SIZE: 19.5cm x 11.4cm
These plaques will be affixed to 
the wall, beneath a wood and brick 
pillar pergola. Plaques can also 
be attached to the brick pillars 
supporting the pergola down the 
centre of the garden. The cost of 

a Slate Plaque is £250.00 to be displayed for 10 years or £400.00 for 20 
years. This includes the first 50 letters in grey script, with a charge of £1.25 
per subsequent letter.  

BRONZE BENCH PLAQUE
SIZE: 21cm x 6cm
Each bench will feature a maximum 
of 4 dedication plaques, costing 

£250.00 for a display period of 10 years. If you would prefer your plaque to 
feature exclusively on a bench, the cost is £500.00 for a period of 10 years.

ASH BURIAL PLOTS
Purchase of CREMATED REMAINS PLOT and general maintenance for a 
period of 80 years £240.00, per Interment (wooden casket only) £115.00 - 
Total £355.0.

A MEMORIAL TABLET SIZE: 46cm X 38cm - £200.00
Headstone second inscription and amendments - £51.00

Purchase of GRAVE SPACE and Interment of Still-born or Infant under 12 
months and general maintenance for a period of 80 years - Free of Charge. 

For further information, or to arrange the purchase of a memorial 
item or ash plot, please contact Emma Evans at the Town Council on 
01789 269332 or email emma.evans@stratford-tc.gov.uk

Alternatively, please speak to any one of the Cemetery Working Party 
members:
Tony Jackson 01789 209102 cllrtjackson@gmail.com
Charles Bates 01789 293744  charlesbates@virginmedia.com 
Tessa Bates 01789 293744 tessambates@gmail.com
Ben Brain 01789 290093 clslrbenbrain@outlook.com
Bill Lowe 01789 552606 lowe0da@btinernet.com

CELEBRATORY VOLUNTEERS’ CIVIC RECEPTION 
FRIDAY 21 APRIL

In April, the Town Council took the opportunity to thank those who work so tirelessly in the local charitable and 
voluntary sector and welcomed volunteer representatives and other VIP guests, including the Lord Lieutenant of 
Warwickshire, to a special Civic Reception at the Town Hall.

Following a formal welcome by the 
then Mayor, Cllr Juliet Short, the 
annual Mayor’s Award was presented 
to two volunteers, who, in the opinion 
of the Mayor, had gone that extra mile 
to enhance and enrich the lives of 
those living in the community.  
The recipients for 2017 were 
announced as Lila Morgan and Jenny 
Farrell, who were chosen specifically 
for their work spearheading the 
fundraising campaign in connection 
with the new Stratford Cancer and  
Eye Hospital.

The Celebratory Volunteers’ 
Reception also marked the start of the 
Shakespeare Birthday Celebrations 
weekend, so the tempo changed to 
that of a celebratory Birthday Party.

Guests were serenaded during the 
Reception by the fabulous Coventry 
and Warwickshire Rock Choir, under 
the direction of Angela Moran. A 
colourful array of eight Shakespeare 
busts, decorated imaginatively and 
expertly by students from King 
Edward VI School, was on display. 
Both the Mayor and Chairman of 
the District Council indicated their 
personal preference. The busts will go 
on public display in locations along 
the route of the Historic Spine.

The finale of the evening was 
the arrival of the new ‘William 
Shakespeare’ character, admirably 
portrayed by local resident Mr Paul 
Workman. To celebrate, a special 
dummy birthday cake was borne into 
the room on a bier by four comedy/
tragedy masked students, which ‘Mr 
Shakespeare’ ceremonially cut – with 
little success! To bring the evening 
to a conclusion, guests joined in the 
singing of ‘Happy Birthday’, followed 

by three cheers and a volley of confetti 
canons.

The evening was fun and convivial 
and marked the start of what proved 
to be another very successful Birthday 
Celebrations weekend, which followed 
a more traditional theme than the 
2016 Shakespeare 400 Celebrations. 
The Town Council was nonetheless 
delighted and very proud to have 
the 2016 Celebrations recognised 
at the Touch FM Pride of Stratford 
Awards, where they received the 
‘Tourism Initiative of the Year’ and the 
Town Clerk, the lead officer for the 
Celebrations, was personally awarded 
‘Stratford’s Pride Award’.

There are ‘big plans’ for the 2018 
Celebrations and we could certainly do 
with a helping hand from anyone who 
would like to become involved. We 
are particularly in need of additional 
volunteer marshals. 

If you can help us, please  
contact Charles Wilson on 01789 
269332 or email charles.wilson@
stratford-tc.gov.uk.
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AVENUE
Cllr Lezley Bott  01789 550689
Cllr Juliet Short  01789 294247

BISHOPTON
Cllr Victoria Alcock  01789 551072 
(Mayor)
Cllr Chris Wall  01789 508396

BRIDGETOWN
Cllr Ben Brain  01789 290093
Cllr Ian Fradgley 01789 266369

CLOPTON
Cllr Jason Fojtik 01789 551267
Cllr Bill Lowe  01789 552606

GUILDHALL
Cllr Jenny Fradgley 01789 262522
Cllr Tony Jackson 01789 209102

HATHAWAY
Cllr Tessa Bates 01789 293744
Cllr John Bicknell 01789 290947 
(Deputy Mayor)

SHOTTERY
Cllr Charles Bates 01789 293744
Cllr Bill Dowling 01789 740795

TIDDINGTON
Cllr Phil Applin  01789 295393
Cllr Kate Rolfe  01789 550624

WELCOMBE
Cllr Keith Lloyd 01789 551856
Cllr Tony Jefferson 01789 268318 
   

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON  
TOWN COUNCIL  

CONTACTS

Town Council Office
01789 269332

info@stratford-tc.gov.uk
www.stratford-tc.gov.uk

MY PROUDEST MOMENT
At precisely 12 noon 
on Thursday 18 May 
2017 the Annual 
Meeting and Mayor 
Making Ceremony 
was conducted in 
the iconic Council 
Chamber of the Town 
Hall, where proud 
friends and family, VIP 
guests, and of course 
Council members, 
witnessed Councillor 
Victoria Alcock 
becoming Mayor for 
the Municipal Year 
2017/2018.

Victoria, the youngest of four children, was born in Great Yarmouth. The 
family moved to Chesterfield in 1981 where she grew up and went on to 
study Performing Arts, at Chesterfield College.

At eighteen, Victoria moved to Stratford-upon-Avon to continue her 
performing arts education, where she met her husband, Gary, in 1998.   
They married a year later at Shottery St Andrews Church and now have 
three children, Kerry, Anthony and Alice. As well as being a hands-
on mother, she runs two businesses, and is a very busy and proactive 
councillor.

Immediate Past Mayor, Juliet Short, said “I sincerely hope that Victoria 
and Gary will have as equally an enjoyable and enriching year as John 
and me. Having been Mayor before, I knew what was ahead of me. It is 
a punishing regime, but so very rewarding and enjoyable and I wouldn’t 
have missed it for the world”.  

The new Mayor, who will be assisted throughout the year by her Deputy, 
Councillor John Bicknell, said “I am 
so very proud to wear the chain 
and represent this great town of 
Stratford-upon-Avon. I shall always 
be grateful that my position as 
Mayor will allow me to see just a 
little of what goes on behind the 
scenes in the voluntary sector. I 
have chosen Mencap, Welcombe 
Hills School Sixth Form, and the Sea 
Cadets as my Mayoral Charites and 
I hope that during my year I will 
be able to raise valuable funds for 
these three deserving charities”.  

THE TOWN HALL 
PERFECT FOR ANY OCCASION
Stratford-upon-Avon Town Hall 
is a distinctive venue for almost 
every occasion.

Stratford-upon-Avon’s Town Hall 
has been standing on its original 
site since 1634, and is situated in 
the very heart of this historic town 
of worldwide acclaim. It not only 
houses the Town Council and its 
offices, but also provides a superb 
venue for a variety of events.

The Town Hall is available for hire 
by residents or visitors to the town, 
and the Hall often rings to the sound 
of music and laughter, merriment 
and dance. Sober occasions such as 
memorial services and funerals are 
also accommodated, with sobriety 
and respect. 

The principal rooms are all licensed 
for marriages and other civil 
ceremonies, and their variety and 

diversity make this 
an ideal venue for a 
wedding of distinction; 
from a grand occasion 
for approximately 180 
guests to an intimate 
affair with just two 
witnesses. 

Christenings, 
conferences, corporate 
dinners and coffee 
mornings, have all 
been accommodated at 
remarkably realistic prices  
for a venue such as this.

Please telephone Emma Evans 
for further information, or for an 
appointment should you wish to  
view the Hall.

01789 269332
info@stratford-tc.gov.uk

A BRIDGE FOR EVERYONE!
Lucy’s Mill Bridge, built in 1934, has steep steps on either 
side, which makes it inaccessible to many. The sole aim of the 
Friends of Lucy’s Mill, a group of volunteers set up in 2013, is 
to get the bridge upgraded so that it can be used and enjoyed 
by everyone. From now until the end of the year, the Friends 
need residents’ help to give the bridge a proper, long-term, 
future and over the next six months, the Friends will outline  
all the upgrade options. 

The Friends have also launched ‘1000 paws’, to demonstrate just how important the bridge is to the dog walkers of the 
Town. Residents and visitors are asked to take a picture of their dog on the bridge. ‘1000 paws’ is actually only 250 dogs 
and the plan is to try and reach this target by the end of the summer. The target audience of ‘1000 paws’ is obviously  
dog owners, but the key is to reach everyone who would benefit from having an accessible bridge – those in wheelchairs 
and mobility scooters, those with pushchairs, and those with bikes. No one should be excluded, so there will be other  
fun ways to get involved which will be targeted at other users. 

Printed information will be available shortly, and will be posted on our website, www.lucysmillbridge.co.uk. There  
is also monthly newsletter to sign up for. You can follow the Friends on Twitter – @lucysmillbridge – and on Facebook –  
@friendsoflucysmillbridge. Please get in touch if you can help us in any way. We would also very much like to hear from 
those who currently cannot use the bridge, and the difference it would make once the bridge is finally fully accessible. 
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PASSENGER NOTICE 

Please note that from Monday 5th June 2017 changes have 
been made to the Stratford-upon-Avon bus services.  
Changes to 1 & 2 Bus service 
The 1 & 2 Bus service operates between Stratford-upon-Avon and Moreton-in-Marsh via Lower Quinton, Meon Vale and 
Chipping Campden. From Monday 5th June, there will be a revised timetable throughout the day. 

 Due to changes made by Warwickshire County Council with the Park & Ride service, the 1&2 will now start and begin 
in Stratford Town Centre and not the Park & Ride. This will also ensure a more reliable timetable.  

 Due to low passenger numbers and increasing operational costs, the early morning service from Moreton-in-Marsh 
now starts in Chipping Campden at 07.08am.  

 There are key journeys throughout the day between the Cotswold villages and Stratford-upon-Avon.  

 Combined with our 3 service, there are buses every half an hour between Stratford and Meon Vale & Lower Quinton. 

Changes to the 3, 3W and 3A Bus service 
The 3, 3A, and 3W bus service operates between Stratford and Shipston on Stour, Lower Brailes and Banbury. From 
Monday 5th June 2017 there will be  

 The 3 and 3W service will now operate between Stratford town centre and Lower Brailes only.  

 The new 3A service will replace all journeys between Shipston-on-Stour and Banbury.  

 Certain 3A journeys will continue to and from Stratford. There are connections at Shipston with Stagecoach 50 service 
to get to Stratford throughout the day.  

 Combined with our 1 & 2 services, there are buses every half hour between Stratford and Meon Vale & Lower Quinton. 

 The connection to Whichford will continue until 23rd July 2017 (this is not on our printed timetables)  

Changes to Stratford Town Centre bus services 
 The 4 Bus Service will not serve the Park & Ride anymore and just operate between Stratford and Trinity Mead, 

connecting the Banbury Road. 

 The 4 service will no longer serve Morrisons, however other bus operators offer this.  

 There is a new Park & Ride service operated by Johnsons for WCC.   

Changes to 6 and 7 bus service 
 Please note Johnsons Excelbus will operate these bus services until Sunday 23rd July 2017. They will then transfer to 

Stagecoach to operate.  

Copies of the new timetables are available from your driver or on our website 

For bus enquiries please call 01564 797070 or email businfo@johnsonscoaches.co.uk 
For traffic and service updates please follow us on  

Facebook @johnsonsexcelbus and Twitter @johnsonstraffic 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON MARKET CONTRACT 
AWARDED TO LSD PROMOTIONS (MARKET PLACE) LTD
The Stratford-on-Avon District 
and Stratford-upon-Avon Town 
Councils, who are the joint Market 
Authority, are pleased to announce 
that, after the recent tendering of 
the Market Contract, it has been 
awarded to LSD Promotions (Market 
Place) Ltd. The contract starts on 1 
October 2017. 

LSD Promotions (Market Place) Ltd, a 
Midlands based company, have been 
operating markets for over 25 years, 
both privately and on behalf of Local 
Authorities. They will take over the 
running of all the Stratford-upon-
Avon markets, currently on Rother 
Street, Henley Street and Waterside.

An exciting addition to these markets 
will be the provision of an annual 
three day Victorian themed Christmas 
Market Festival, to be held within the 
town centre.  This year’s event will 
take place on 8, 9 and 10 December 
2017.  

Both Councils look forward to working 
with the new contractor. In the 
meantime, it’s business as usual as 
we continue to work with the current 
market operators, Group Geraud (UK) 
Ltd.

Councillor Dave Riches, Portfolio 
Holder for Enterprise & Revenues, 
says “The markets are an integral 
part of the Town’s community 
and heritage. The District Council, 
together with the Town Council, are 
committed to ensure that excellent 
market provision is maintained for 
both consumers and traders and 
that the markets go from strength 
to strength.  We believe that the new 
look markets will have wide appeal, 
attracting both residents and visitors.”

Councillor Tessa Bates, Chairman of 
the Market Forum, which comprises 
members and officers from both 

Councils as well as the market 
operator, concurred with Councillor 
Riches’ views. She added: “On 28 June 
1553, King Edward VI conferred on 
the inhabitants of the borough the 
right to hold a weekly market and two 
annual fairs. Our vibrant and busy 
market still thrives in Stratford-upon-
Avon today and we remain committed 
to ensuring that the market offer 
appeals to both locals and our many 
visitors for years to come.”

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS
All Town Council Meetings or Standing Committee Meetings, held at the Town Hall, are open to the general public. 
There is an opportunity for public participation at the start of every meeting.




















UBUS is a service for people of 
any age, wherever they are in the 
district, who are stuck for transport 
between 9:30am – 2:30pm,  
Monday to Friday.  

The UBUS service is for you if you struggle to access public 
transport due to mobility issues or other health problems, or 
you live in an isolated location with no, or infrequent, public 
transport. 

UBUS can be used to visit friends, attend social groups, leisure 
activities or go shopping.  It cannot be used to attend medical 
appointments. 

UBUS vehicles are fitted with low-floor steps or tail-lifts to 
ensure everyone can access them.  

A single journey costs £2.10, £2.70 or £3.40 depending where 
you live in the district.  Return journeys are £4.20, £5.40 or £6.80. 

Travel on ‘Magic Monday’ and pay only one way on a return 
journey.  

Once registered with the service, you can book journeys 
between 9.30am and 2.30pm, Monday to Friday by quoting your 
membership number. Journeys can be booked seven days in 
advance.  The earlier you book the more likely you will be able 
travel at your preferred time. 

To register 
or for more  
information please  
contact 01789 264491

UBUS is supported by

General
Purposes

Committee
Tuesday
(6.30pm)

Planning 
Consultative 
Committee

Tuesday
(6.30pm)

Finance & 
Scrutiny

Committee
Tuesday
(6.30pm)

Mayoral &
 Protocol 

Committee
Tuesday
(6.30pm)

Human 
Resources 
Committee
Wednesday 
(6:30pm)

Town 
Council
Tuesday
(6.15pm)

LWM Amenities 
Meeting 6:00pm 

Maintenance 
Report  

26 September 17

24 October 17

12 December 17

Maintenance Report 
27 February 18

10 April 18

18 July 17

8 August 17

5 September 17

19 September 17

10 October 17

31 October 17

5 December 17

9 January 18

13 February 18

6 March 18

27 March 18

17 April 18

12 September 17

21 November 17

16 January 18

13 March 18

14 November 17

20 February 18

13 September 17

6 December 17

4 April 18

25 July 17

3 October 17

28 November 17

30 January 18

Town Meeting 
Thursday 

1 March 18 
7:30pm

1 May 18

Meetings that differ from the normal time allocation are highlighted in bold.

Dermot McGillicuddy, Director of LSD 
Promotions, says: “All of our team 
are excited by the new opportunity in 
Stratford-upon-Avon. Markets have 
been with us since time began and 
will remain important to communities 
for the foreseeable future. We intend 
to ensure that all of Stratford-upon-
Avon’s markets provide the very best 
service and atmosphere possible and 
become the heart of this community 
while attracting international visitors.”



AND FINALLY... Please save the date of the inaugural three day Christmas Festival on 8, 9 and   
              10 December 2017.  Full details in the next edition of Bridging the Gap.

BRIDGING the GAP is published by Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council, Town Hall, Sheep Street, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6EF
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 WHAT’S ON...

Cake and Company: every Friday 
afternoon, from 2pm - 4pm, 
Stratford Methodist Church Centre. 
Chat over a cup of tea or play board 
games. 

The Pauline Quirke Academy in 
Stratford-upon-Avon have had an 
amazing first year, since opening 
at Stratford-upon-Avon College 
in May 2016, offering outstanding 
Performing Arts, Film & TV tuition & 
opportunities. This year the students 
have starred in sell-out success 
Annie at the Royal Spa Centre, 
performed Shakespeare Rocks in 
Stratford Town and performed with 
G4 at Birmingham Town Hall to 
name but a few events.  
To book a free taster session, 
please contact Principal Debbie on 
07791 703 665 or Debbie.Hotten@
pqacademy.com. Workshops are 
available for students 3 –18 years. 
 
FAMILY BBQ AT STRATFORD 
METHODIST CHURCH CENTRE 
12 August, 12 noon–4pm 
Good food, family games etc.  
For further information contact 
Bobbi: bobbi.sues29@gmail.com 
 
Stratford upon Avon Art Society  
58th ANNUAL ART EXHIBITION 
12–28 August, 10am–6pm 
King Edward VI School, Chapel Lane 
The exhibition will display a varied 
selection of members’ previously 
un-exhibited work for sale. Cakes 
and refreshments will be available 

at the weekend.  Admission is 
free.  Further information at www.
stratforduponavonartsociety.co.uk 

Young Rogues and Vagabonds, 
Stratford-upon-Avon 
ANNUAL SUMMER MUSICAL THEATRE 
WEEK 21–25 August, Tiddington 
Community Centre. Rehearsing 
and performing a show in a week, 
open to all 8–18 year olds.  Further 
information at www.randv.org.uk  
 
The Phoenix Players have just 
completed their run of “Four Plays 
and an Interval” and are just about to 
start rehearsing for their next play;  
HEY LI’L MAN - October 18, 19, 
20 and 21 at 7:30pm. The Bear Pit 
Theatre. Written by Phoenix member 
Baz Stilinski, it is a poignant play, 
summed up as “Even in life’s greatest 
tragedy – a miracle can still be 
found”. Further booking information: 
http://www.thebearpit.org.uk/the-
venue/booking-information/ 
 
The Stratford Friends of the 
Shakespeare Hospice  
BEETLE DRIVE  
29 September  
St Andrews Centre, Shottery 
For tickets, ring Margaret on 01789 
414584. 

BEETLE DRIVE 
23 October at 4pm  
Stratford Methodist Church Centre, 
Old Town, Beetle Drive for all ages.  
£5 adults, £2.50 children to include 
drinks, hot dogs and homemade 
biscuits. For more information ring 
Maureen Beckett: 01789 299347. 

Second Thoughts - INTO THE 
SILENCE, a world premiere written by 
a local author, Noel Dollimore 
1–4 November at 7:30pm 
Tells the story of the life of Sophia 
Duleep Singh. Granddaughter of 
Ranjit Singh, The Lion of the Punjab 
and god-daughter to Queen Victoria, 
Sophia became a leading suffragette. 
Tickets are £12 (£10 for over 60s 
and £6 for under 18s), available from 
the RSC box office. 

HELLO, 
GOODBYE,  

AND  
THANK YOU

 

At the end of May, we said 
a ‘fond farewell’ to Hannah 

Robson, who has served as our 
General Purposes and Planning 
Clerk and personal assistant to 

the Town Clerk.

Hannah was with us for just over 
three years and her knowledge, 

and expertise, coupled with 
her competent and cheerful 

disposition meant that she soon 
became a much respected and 
highly valued member of our 

small Town Hall team. We were 
all immensely sorry to see her go, 
but we certainly wish her well as 

she embarks on a completely new 
career path as a veterinary nurse.

We now look forward to welcoming 
Hannah’s replacement, Nicola 

Henstone, who joins us in early 
July. We hope that she has a long 
and happy career with Stratford-

upon-Avon Town Council.

Stratford Arts House Box Office  
(formerly Civic Hall):  

01789 207100 
www.stratfordartshouse.co.uk 

 
Bear Pit Ticket Hotline:  

01789 403416  
(10am–6pm Mon–Sat) 

boxoffice@thebearpit.org.uk or 
visit Royal Shakespeare Theatre Box 

Office

Hannah


