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CHRISTMAS has arrived in
STRATFORD!
The Christmas Lights, which remain
one of the most outstanding displays
in the country, were switched on
by the Mayor on 26 November,
witnessed by hundreds of people.

Simon Foster

The Town Council would like to thank
the Christmas Lights Company Limited
for all their hard work throughout the
year which culminates in the spectacular
displays. We would also like to thank
all the retailers and businesses in
the town that support the lights, for
although the Town Council resolved to
continue its financial level of support in
2016/2017, additional backing from
the private sector is necessary in order
to sustain the fantastic display.

(continued on page 2)
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CHARTER MARKET
Even the Friday Market on Rother Street
will be trimming up and getting into the
festive spirit. Open from 9:00am to
4:00pm, perfect for getting your everyday
essentials and the odd little luxury.

SATURDAY
Farmers’/Antiques/Craft Market
Come on… there’s got to be something
here that is just what you are looking for!

SUNDAY UPMARKET
The Sunday UpMarket on Waterside,
featuring a really Christmassy theme, will
continue throughout December - they’ll
be mulled wine, hot chestnuts, carol
singing, street entertainers, and much
more.

Simon Foster

The town was buzzing with festive activity,
spurred on by the welcome return of the
Christmas Market in Bridge Street, which
complemented the retail offer from shops
who stayed open late into the evening.
The Christmas Market returns to Bridge
Street each Thursday in the run-up to
Christmas, and for those who were
unable to see Father Christmas on
Switch-on night, he and his entourage
will be making a welcome appearance
on the Market from 4:00pm each
Thursday. Visiting Father Christmas in his
Grotto and on the Market is completely
free of charge.

All of Stratford’s markets will be entering
into the festive spirit and there will be a
plethora of interesting and unique gifts
on offer. So, if you are stuck for that
present for ‘he/she who has everything’
have a wander round the markets and
the friendly traders will not be shy in
coming up with some ideas!

Simon Foster

As usual on Switch-on night, Father
Christmas made an appearance and was
kept busy for hours meeting and greeting
all the children who came to see him in
his Grotto at the Town Hall.
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POST EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS!!
Santa Claus’ magic
postbox has appeared
outside the Town Hall
again! From this box
alone, Santa Claus
personally answers
upwards of 350
letters to the growing
number of children
who write to him each
year.

This year the magical, unseen collection of letters occurs on weekdays from
Monday 16 November until Friday 18 December. Santa Claus is very sorry, but
he finds he really can’t guarantee a response if letters are sent after that date, so
after 18 December, you will find that the postbox has disappeared…just like that!
Please make sure that an address is included on the letters to Father Christmas,
so that he can respond.
The non-magical, but nonetheless very hardworking, Scouts, will be busy with
the Scout Post Service from Monday 23 November to Friday 18 December. Post
boxes are located at Tesco (Maybird Centre), Morrisons, Waitrose, the Coop (Trinity Mead), Clopton Road Stores, the Library, Elizabeth House (SDC),
Shakespeare Hospice Bookshop, Shakespeare Hospice, all major churches, and
Hathaway Green Lane Stores. The cost is 30p per card or 4 cards for £1.

WINTER
CEMETERY
OPENING HOURS
Stratford-upon-Avon
Cemetery, Evesham Road:
1 November – 31 March
8:30am – 4:30pm

The Council
office and
Town Hall
will be closed
for the
Christmas
period from
24 December 2015
until 4 January 2016

For the third year running, the town is supporting Small Business
Saturday UK which takes place on Saturday 5 December 2015.
This growing national campaign aims to celebrate small local
independent businesses and encourage customers to support
their economy by shopping local.
On Saturday 5 December 2015 (and the rest of the year for that matter)
why not think about where you shop and consider using your local shops,
tradesmen, services and suppliers as much as possible. Our towns, villages and
rural areas offer a unique and extensive range of products and services from a
wealth of independent businesses which are crucial to our local economy and
your support is needed to keep our rural economies alive.
All kinds of businesses are encouraged to get involved, so whether you are a
family business, local shop, on line business, wholesaler, business service or
small business manufacturer, Small Business Saturday is supporting you.
The District Council has teamed up with Stratford Herald to showcase the
eclectic mix of small businesses across the District and will be featuring a small
businesses each week in the lead up to the campaign. Visit us to see which
businesses have been featured or follow us on Twitter or Facebook.
For further information on how businesses and customers
can get involved please visit www.smallbusinesssaturdayuk.com
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GETTING TO
KNOW YOUR
COUNCIL

WARWICKSHIRE
THRIFT WEEK 2016
19-27 MARCH
The dates are set for Warwickshire’s third annual
‘festival of frugality’.
Once again organisations and community groups across the county
will be putting together a packed programme of events – ranging
from swap shops and ‘give and take’ re-use sessions, Repair Cafés,
upcycling demonstrations and budget cookery workshops. Local
businesses will be invited to support the ‘credit-crunching celebration
of all things cheap and cheerful’ with discounts, special offers and
give-aways. All registered Thrift Week 2016 events will be listed at
www.thriftweek.co.uk/events and you can also follow us on
Twitter @thriftweeklive.
Visit: www.thriftweek.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/thriftweek
DURING THRIFT WEEK, YOU’LL HAVE THE CHANCE TO:
• Fill your house for free or de-clutter for free
• Learn about sustainable living and upcycling
• Grow your own food
• Take part in a variety of free activities
• Save money with Love Food Hate Waste
• Take advantage of tasters, swap shops, money off
and much more!

19-27 March 2016

It’s nifty to be

“

thrifty

People come to the
shop looking for
clothes, jewellery
and household
items or just for
someone to talk to.
Rebecca Teasdale

The Shakespeare Hospice
Stratford-upon-Avon

www.thriftweek.co.uk
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”

There are
eighteen
members of the
Town Council.
Each newsletter,
we profile one of
them so that you
can get to know
them better.
Councillor Ben Brain was elected to
Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council in
May 2015 and represents Bridgetown
Ward. He was born and raised in
Stratford, was educated locally and is
now married with two children.
Ben joined the Royal Air Force in
2006, serving for just over 4 years.
Since leaving the RAF, Councillor Brain
took up a career in the Automotive
industry; firstly with Prodrive and now
with Jaguar Land Rover at Gaydon.
Ben enjoys helping people sort out
their problems, which is one of the
reasons why he stood for election.
Cllr Brain is one of the youngest
councillors elected to the Town Council
but local government is in his blood,
with his Father serving as Parish,
District and County Councillor for
many years and his late Grandfather
serving locally as a Borough, Town &
Parish Councillor.
In 2003/04, whilst a member of 1289
Stratford ATC (Air Training Corps), Ben
was selected to be the Mayor’s Cadet
and later the Drum Major for the newly
formed band, which now precedes
many civic parades. This was a great
honour for Ben and something he will
remember with pride and immense
pleasure for many years to come.
Coming from a farming family, Ben
enjoys most countryside pursuits during
his spare time.

2016 REUNION
WEDNESDAY 20 TO TUESDAY 26 APRIL
One of the fantastic benefits of being a ‘Stratford of the World’ is making long lasting friendships with
‘Stratfordians’ from other countries and being able to visit them in their Stratford, be it in Connecticut (USA),
Ontario (Canada), Prince Edward Island (Canada), Victoria (Australia) or Taranaki (New Zealand).
Reunions take place every 2 or 3 years
with each Stratford taking its turn to host,
providing opportunities for choirs, drama
companies, dance groups and others to
visit the different Stratfords. Participation
is open to all and the opportunity for
young people to take part is always
strongly advertised.
150 people will be coming to Stratfordupon-Avon in April 2016, coinciding
with the special Shakespeare Birthday
Celebrations, marking the 400th
anniversary of the playwright’s death. A
full programme of tours and other events
In addition to providing bed and breakfast
has been planned by the committee.
accommodation for the 6 nights, hosts
are not expected to offer more than one
We are looking for locals to offer
or two meals, as some form part of the
accommodation to fellow Stratfordians
programme of events or the delegates
of the World and start making their
will visit the local pubs and restaurants
lasting friendships (a process to match
themselves. It is very helpful if hosts can
people by age and interests is done as
transport the delegates to and from the
far as possible).

town centre each day but support can
be offered if this is a problem.
There is a banquet and concert on
the Saturday and Monday evenings,
respectively, both at Stratford School
and hosts are invited to attend.
There will also be some opportunities
to participate in other parts of the
programme of activities but it is not
compulsory for you to attend.
Some people who have hosted over
many years have built up strong
friendships and we would like you to
be part of this! 2016 will see the largest
number of delegates ever, so I would
encourage you to offer your help and
friendship by contacting any member
of the committee, listed below, or
Julie Field at julie_field@yahoo.com.
Tim Raistrick - Chairman

T: 01789 269332 • F: 01789 297072 • E: info@stratford-tc.gov.uk • W: www.stratforduponavontowncouncil.com
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STRATFORD
A buffet lunch will
be available
from 12pm
to 1pmto 12pm
Thursday December
10th
2015 from
10am
Stratford
A buffet lunch will be available from 12pm to 1pm
For more
information
01926 422823
Stratford
Town
Hall, call
Sheep
Street,
or email robyn@healthwatchwarwickshire.co.uk
Thursday
10th 2015
from
10am to 12pm
ForDecember
more information
call 01926
422823
www.healthwatchwarwickshire.co.uk
Stratford-upon-Avon
CV37
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or email robyn@healthwatchwarwickshire.co.uk
Stratford Town Hall, Sheep Street, Stratford Upon Avon. CV37 6EF

Stratford Town Hall, Sheep Street, Stratford Upon Avon. CV37 6EF
www.healthwatchwarwickshire.co.uk
A buffet lunch
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A buffet lunch will be available from 12pm to 1pm
For more information call 01926 422823
For robyn@healthwatchwarwickshire.co.uk
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STRATFORD ALLOTMENTS
The Town Council maintains a waiting list for those wanting to
acquire an allotment in the town, but is only responsible for the
limited supply of allotments on Park Road. Consequently, the
waiting list can be quite long. There are other allotment sites in the
town that are managed by other organisations, and if you are keen
to obtain an allotment as quickly as possible, it is advisable to get
your name onto one or more of the other waiting lists too.

ALVESTON AND TIDDINGTON ALLOTMENTS AND
GARDENS ASSOCIATION
65+ plots. Average size 250 square metres.
2015 Winners of 1st place ‘Stratford in Bloom’ Allotments and
‘Stratford in Bloom’ Chairman’s Award.
Members enjoy Public Liability Insurance, Members’ Shop, Social events.
In partnership with other local community organisations.
Full information and contact details:
www.alvestontiddingtonallotments.wordpress.com or 01789 268301.

STRATFORD TOWN TRUST

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON

TOWN COUNCIL
CONTACTS

AVENUE
Cllr Lezley Bott		

01789 550689

Cllr Juliet Short 		
(Deputy Mayor)

01789 294247

BISHOPTON
Cllr Victoria Alcock

01789 551072

Cllr Chris Wall		

01789 508396

BRIDGETOWN
Cllr Ben Brain		

01789 290093

Cllr Ian Fradgley		

01789 266369

CLOPTON
Cllr Jason Fojtik		

01789 551267

Cllr Bill Lowe		

01789 552606

Redlands Allotments, Shottery
Please contact Sandra Perkins directly on 01789 207111
or email sandra.perkins@stratfordtowntrust.co.uk

GUILDHALL

STRATFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

HATHAWAY

The District Council isn’t an allotment holding authority and so they don’t
have any allotments available for rent. They do have a limited number
of garden plots, but these are generally let to adjacent occupants as the
garden plots don’t have any facilities. These rarely become vacant so there
is no waiting list and SDC tend to put a ‘to let’ board up on the plots as
and when necessary.

Cllr Jenny Fradgley

01789 262522

Cllr Tony Jackson

01789 209102

Cllr Tessa Bates (Mayor)

01789 293744

Cllr John Bicknell

01789 290947

SHOTTERY
Cllr Charles Bates

01789 293744

Cllr Bill Dowling		

01789 740795

TIDDINGTON
Cllr Phil Applin		

01789 295393

Cllr Kate Rolfe		

01789 550624

WELCOMBE
Cllr Keith Lloyd		

01789 551856

Cllr Tony Jefferson
01789 268318
				
Town Council Office
01789 269332
info@stratford-tc.gov.uk
www.stratforduponavontowncouncil.com

T: 01789 269332 • F: 01789 297072 • E: info@stratford-tc.gov.uk • W: www.stratforduponavontowncouncil.com
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THE SHAKESPEARE BIRTHPLACE
LIGHTS SPECTACULAR
Shakespeare’s Birthplace, Henley Street
The lights will be projected onto the Birthplace every
Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights from 26 November to 19 December
from 4:00pm – 6:00pm

WHAT’S ON...
Stratford Arts House Box Office
(formerly Civic Hall):
01789 207100
www.stratfordartshouse.co.uk
Bear Pit Ticket Hotline: 01789 403416
(10am–6pm Mon–Sat)
boxoffice@thebearpit.org.uk or visit
Royal Shakespeare Theatre Box Office

Cake and Company every Friday
afternoon from 2:00pm to 4:00pm at
Stratford Methodist Church Centre.
Chat over a cup of tea or play board
games.
Brunch served the second Saturday of
every month from September at
Stratford Methodist Church Centre from
10:00am to 12 noon.

Christmas Crib Festival at Stratford Methodist
Church on Friday 4 December from 1:00pm
to 5:00pm and Saturday 5th December
from 10:00am to 4:00pm. Craft for all
ages, refreshments and children’s art
exhibition. Free entrance.
Jesus’ Christmas Party” performed by
Wellesbourne Choral Society on 4 December
at the Guild Chapel at 7:30pm. Includes
‘The Stargazer’ by Roger Jones. Free entry
with retiring collection in aid of the Guild
Chapel. Concert in memory of Patricia Fox.
Noel Coward’s Brief Encounter, adapted by
Emma Rice. Friday 4– Saturday 12 December
7:30pm. Matinee 5 December 2:30pm.
Tickets £10–£12.
Your heart dances. The world seems strange
and new. You want to laugh and skip and
fall forever… You are in love. You are in love
with the wrong person. Laura, the respectable
suburban wife, and Alec, the idealistic,
married doctor, meet in a station buffet, fall
passionately in love but are doomed never to
find fulfilment.

Tarantara Concert at St Andrews Church,
Shottery.
5 December 7:00pm for 7:30pm for the
Shakespeare Hospice.
Tickets £10 each to include a glass of
wine and nibbles.
Contact Lynn on 01385 438 551
Soup-a-lunch at Stratford Methodist Church
Centre on Saturday 6 February, 2016
from 10:30am to 2:00pm.
Craft, stalls and lunch.
Private Lives by Noel Coward at the Bear Pit.
Wednesday 13 to Saturday 16 April, 2016
at 7:30pm.

If you would like to
advertise your local event,
please contact the
Town Hall

AND
AND FINALLY...
FINALLY...

			
On
			
Onbehalf
behalfofofthe
theTown
TownCouncil,
Council,the
theMayor,
Mayor,Councillor
CouncillorTessa
TessaBates
Bateswould
wouldlike
liketotowish
wishyou
you
all
a
very
Merry
Christmas
and
a
Happy,
Healthy
and
Peaceful
New
Year.
all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year.
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