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STRATFORD-UPON-AVON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

                     CIVIC, HERITAGE AND EVENTS 
 

           PRE-DECISION CONSULTATION 
 

Town Clerk’s Open Report 
 

20 July 2021 
 

1) NHS, Social Care and Frontline Workers Day – 4 & 5 July 2021 

 

• Members are requested to note the report 
 

Holy Trinity Church Service 
A special service was held at Holy Trinity Church on Sunday 4 July 
at 10:00am, during which the NHS Frontline Workers Day flag was 
blessed. The Mayor and Mayoress were present, and the service 
included some informal video interviews with a selection of 
Frontline workers.   
 
Following the service, the Mayor planted a commemorative rose in 
the Garden of Remembrance and the flag was raised, to mark the 
inaugural NHS, Social Care and Frontline Workers Day. 

 
Unfurling of the NHS Frontline Workers Day Flag 
The special flag was unfurled on the Town Hall on Monday 5 July 
at 10:00am and will remain in place for a period of one week. 
 
Commemorative Plaque -Tranquility Garden 
A commemorative plaque, made from Welsh slate, was unveiled, 
and dedicated on Sunday 4 July in the Tranquility Garden.  It bore 
the inscription ‘To the Memory of the People of Stratford-upon-
Avon who lost their lives during the Covid-19 Pandemic’. It was 
unveiled by former mayor, Tony Jackson, during whose mayoralty 
the decision to erect the plaque was approved.  Rev Patrick Taylor 
dedicated the memorial and both Dr Rev Roy Lodge MBE (Council 
Chaplain) and the Town Clerk participated. The current Mayor, 
Kevin Taylor, planted a Captain Sir Tom Moore rose to mark the 
occasion.   

 
2)   CIL Projects – Town Clerk  

 

• To note the report 
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The current CIL ‘wish list’, attached as Appendix ‘A’, has been 

revised and updated. 

The Bridge Street/High Street design project, funded by the 

Council’s CIL money, provided a ‘shovel ready’ initiative worthy for 

submission by WCC on behalf of the Strategic Partnership to the 

government’s levelling up scheme. 

The Town Council has since received a further £8,225 of CIL 

funding with the next instalment of funds expected in late 

September/October. 

Following a discussion with the Mayor, the Town Clerk proposes to 

take a suggestion to Council on 27 July for the Town Council to 

consider using CIL monies more strategically to the benefit of the 

whole town rather than it being used piecemeal on a ward by ward 

basis which would benefit relatively few people in just one area. 

The Town Council’s Traffic and Town Centre Working Party 

identified Greenhill Street as the next important town centre project, 

which also received the approval of the Strategic Partnership.  The 

Town Clerk proposes that the Town Council’s CIL money should 

be accrued so that Council will once again ‘be ahead of the game’ 

and be in a position to instruct the likes of PJA to draw up re-design 

plans for Greenhill Street in preparation for future funding rounds. 

With the Mayor’s approval, this matter will be discussed at the 

Town Council Meeting on 27 July and therefore it is recommended 

that the consideration of CIL spending is not discussed in advance 

of the Town Council meeting.  

3)     Town Hall New Income Streams 

 

• To note the report 

The Task & Finish Group, convened on the 8 June, agreed to 

obtain a selection of hire tariffs from local venues to be used as a 

reference for setting a future tariff scale for the Town Hall.  

Unfortunately, a live meeting at the Town Hall to discuss the 

information, scheduled for the 5 July, was postponed due to 

insufficient details being available. Most local venues seem to 

operate under the auspices of a wedding planner, and therefore 

current tariffs are not openly publicised on their websites. 
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As soon as enough information has been obtained, another 

meeting will be convened. 

4)    600th Anniversary Tree – the Guild Chapel 

 

• To note the report  

The holly tree which was purchased to commemorate the 600th 

anniversary of the Stratford Guildhall in July 2020 has been 

delivered.  Unfortunately, the proposed container in faux lead is not 

available in a large enough size to allow for growth, and currently 

an alternative has not been identified. 

The Civic Officer will continue to investigate this issue and a 

proposal will be tabled at the September meeting.  Members should 

be mindful that the original budget for the planter was £175.00, 

however due to the increased size required, this will no longer be 

adequate as much larger planters are considerably more 

expensive.  

The planters that were commissioned by the Environmental 

Sustainability Group for trees within the town cost £1,000 each but 

will accommodate a sizeable tree for some time.  

5)    Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022 
 

• To establish a Task & Finish Group to formulate a 
programme of activities in connection with the 2022 
Platinum Jubilee 

 
In February 2022, it will be seventy years since the death of the 
King George VI.  Therefore his daughter, Queen Elizabeth II, 
becomes the first British monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee. 

 
The main Jubilee celebrations are scheduled to take place during 
an extended bank holiday (2-5 June, 2022) and following the 
Government’s recent announcement, further information is being 
declared almost on a weekly basis. 
 
Amongst the activities already highlighted are: 

 
Jubilee Beacon -Thursday 2 June 
 

• To approve the lighting of a beacon on 2 June, venue to 
be determined. 
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Beacons have been lit throughout history to commemorate 
significant national events. Locally, the Town Council arranged 
traditional bonfires in Monument Field on the Welcombe Hills in 
2012 for the Diamond Jubilee and 2016 for the Queen’s 90th 
birthday.  However, in November 2018, an alternative gas beacon 
was lit in the Garden of Remembrance to mark the official ending 
of the centenary commemorations for WW1.   
 
Plant a Tree for the Platinum Jubilee 
 

• Members are requested to consider planting a tree in 
support of the Queen’s Green Canopy Initiative 

 
In May 2021, the Prince of Wales launched ‘The Queen’s Green 
Canopy’, a tree planting initiative to commemorate the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee in 2022.  Individuals, community groups, schools, 
councils, charities, and businesses are all being encouraged to 
participate by planting either a single tree or considerably more 
trees to celebrate the Queen’s 70 years as monarch. 

 
Big Jubilee Lunch - Street Party – 5 June 
 

• Members are requested to consider organising a Party 
in the Park on Sunday 5 June 
 

Since 2009, the Big Lunch has encouraged communities to 

celebrate their connections by coming together in a spirit of fun 

and friendship.  A successful Party in the Park was held back in 

2012 to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee.  Located in the vicinity 

of the Bandstand, those attending were encouraged to come 

dressed in red, white, and blue, bringing with them their own 

refreshments.  Brass bands performed throughout the event, 

which included Land of Hope and Glory, Jerusalem, and Rule 

Britannia. The Bandstand was adorned with appropriate 

decorations, and handheld Union flags were distributed. A 

similar town event had been planned for 8 May 2020 to 

commemorate VE Day 75, but regrettably it was cancelled due to 

the Covid-19 Pandemic.  

Miscellaneous – Town Clerk   

• To note    
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It should be noted that the Town Council has a considerable 
quantity of bunting which was purchased to commemorate VE Day 
75 in May 2020 but owing to lock down, the commemorative event 
was scaled down and the bunting was not used.  The Jubilee would 
appear a perfect opportunity for the bunting to be put to good use. 

6)    Remembrance Sunday - 14 November 
 

• To note the report 
 

Although the event does not take place until much later in the year, 
notification has been received regarding the SAG (Safety Advisory 
Group) Meeting convened by Stratford District Council in order to 
discuss the Health and Safety protocols for Remembrance 
Sunday, to be held via Microsoft Teams on the 2 September.  
 
Members may recall that last year’s commemoration had to be pre-
recorded due to the pandemic. Although It is not currently possible 
to determine exactly what influence Covid will still have on our lives 
in four months’ time, it is hoped that the 2021 commemoration can 
be live rather than pre-recorded.  
 

7) Victorian Christmas Market – Town Clerk 
 

• To note the update 
 

Officers from Stratford Town Council and the District Council are 
now meeting regularly to plan the Victorian Christmas Market which 
is scheduled for 9 -12 December 2021, Covid-19 restrictions 
permitting. 
 

Owing to the external maintenance programme for the Town Hall, 
it will not be possible to conduct the Christmas Lights Switch-on 
Ceremony from the balcony of the Town Hall. 
 

However, all being well, it is anticipated that the work will be 
completed and the scaffolding removed prior to the 9 December, 
so it is hoped that the Mayor and District Chairman will be able to 
officially open the Victorian Christmas Fair from the balcony and 
host a reception for civic dignitaries and guests invited to the 
ceremony. 
 
Once again, the expectation is that all those involved in the event 
will wear appropriate Victorian costumes. 

 
Civic Officer – 20.7.21                
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