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 STRATFORD-UPON-AVON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

VIRTUAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
In accordance with s78 of the Local Authorities and Police Crime 
Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and 

Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 
 

24 November, 2020 
 

Open Minutes pages 1 - 9 
 

Present:  The Deputy Mayor (Councillor Taylor) in the Chair 
 

Councillors: 
             Alcock              
             Cleeve 
             Coles 
             Curtis 

    J Fradgley     
    How 
    Lee 
    Mackenzie 

             Dowling 
             Dyer 
             Fojtik 
             I Fradgley 

    Rolfe 
    Vos 
    Warren- Howles   

  

Clerks:    Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk 
Press:     Absent 
Public:    There were twelve members of the public present, two 

remained throughout the meeting 
 

Prior to declaring the meeting open, the Mayor called upon the Council’s 
Chaplain, Rev Dr Paul Edmondson, who gave his “Thought for the day”.  
The Deputy Mayor thanked the Council Chaplain for his recent 
Remembrance broadcast on Welcombe radio. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
92) Apologies 
 

Apologies for absence were received from the Mayor and 
Councillor Wall and were accepted for the reasons given. 
 
The Deputy Mayor sent best wishes to the Mayor for a speedy 
recovery. 
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92) Declarations of Interest 
 

As Trustees of the Town Trust, Cllr Cleeve and Cllr Cole 
declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 16, minuted as 
106. 
 
Cllr Alcock declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 13 
minuted as 102 as her daughter is a member of the Youth 
Council. 

 
93) To receive written requests for dispensation for disclosable 
 pecuniary interests 
 
 There were no requests. 
 
94) To grant any requests for dispensation 
 
 There were no requests. 
 
95) Public Participation 
 
 No one had registered to speak in Public Participation. 
 
96)    To Adopt Draft Open Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held 

on 29 September, 2020 
 

RESOLVED: The Draft Open Minutes of the Town Council 
Meeting held on 29 September, 2020 be 
approved as a correct record.   
 
In accordance with current procedures, the 
Deputy Mayor’s electronic signature will be 
appended to the minutes. 

    
97)   To Adopt the Minutes of Planning Consultative Committee  

Meetings held on 6 October and 27 October, 2020 and 
the Draft Open Minutes of the Planning Consultative Committee 
Meeting held on 10 November, 2020 

 
RESOLVED: The Minutes of Planning Consultative 

Committee Meeting held on 6 October and 27 
October, 2020 and the Draft Open Minutes of 
the Planning Consultative Committee Meeting 
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held on 10 November, 2020 be approved and 
adopted. 

 
98)  To Adopt the Draft Open Minutes of the Community Services 

Committee Meeting held on 20 October, 2020 
 

RESOLVED: The Draft Open Minutes of the Community 
Services Committee Meeting held on 20 
October, 2020 be approved and adopted. 

 
99) To Adopt the Draft Open Minutes of Civic, Heritage & Events 

Committee Meeting held on 3 November, 2020 
 

RESOLVED: The Draft Open Minutes of Civic, Heritage &  
Events Committee Meeting held on 3  
November, 2020 be approved and adopted.  

 
100) To Adopt the Draft Notes of the COVID-19 Stratford Support 

 Meetings held on 29 September, 20 October, 3 November and 
17 November, 2020 

 
RESOLVED: The Draft Notes of the COVID-19 Stratford 

Support Meetings held on:  29 September, 20 
October, 3 November and 17 November, 2020 
be approved and adopted. 
 

101) To Adopt the Notes from the Town Centre & Town Traffic Task 
And Finish Group Meetings held on 12 October and 9 November 
2020 
 
RESOLVED: The Notes from the Town Centre & Town 

Traffic Task and Finish Group Meetings held on 
12 October and 9 November 2020 be approved 
and adopted. 

 
102) To Adopt the Notes from the Youth Council Steering Group 

Meetings held on 24 September, 1 October, 7 October and 22 
October, 2020 
 
RESOLVED: The Notes from the Youth Council Steering 

Group Meetings held on: 24 September, 1 
October, 7 October and 22 October, 2020 be 
approved and adopted. 
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103) To Adopt the Draft Open Minutes of the Stratford-upon-Avon 

Youth Town Council Meeting held on 12 November, 2020 
presented by the Chair, Aiden Drinkwater 

 
 Unfortunately, Aiden Drinkwater had yet to join the meeting at 

this time.  The Deputy Mayor advised that we would move to the 
next item on the agenda and return to this agenda item at the 
cessation of the next. 

 
 Aiden joined the meeting soon after, but left before there was 

time to return to this issue.  Consequently, the minutes of the 
Youth Council Meeting will be adopted at the Town Council 
Meeting in January.   

  
104) To Meet and Greet Inspector Wiggin from the Town’s Safer 

Neighbourhood Team, who is accompanied by the Crime  
      Commissioner, Mr Philip Secommbe  
 
 Inspector Wiggin and Mr Secommbe responded to a series of 

questions from Councillors and members of the public relating to 
the police’s role in tackling a number of issues.  These included: 

 

 Anti-social behaviour;  

 Drug use; 

 Enforcement of social distancing during COVID lockdown; 

 The disbandment of the South Warwickshire Hate Crime 
Panel;  

 The location of CCTV cameras at sites where anti-social 
behaviour has been reported; 

 The standard of service received when calling 101; 

 Cycling on the pavements; 

 Speeding cars;  

 Police recruitment.   
 
 It was noted that repeated acts of anti-social behaviour in a 

particular location will be prioritised by the Safer Neighbourhood 
team.   

 
 The team can enforce a dispersal order on large groups failing to 

follow social distancing guidelines.   
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 Inspector Wiggin and Mr Secommbe agreed to look into the 
reasons why the South Warwickshire Hate Crime Panel had not 
met since February and establish what would be happening with 
it in the future.   

 
 Mr Secommbe also stated he would look into comments about 

the treatment of callers contacting the 101 service, which he 
agreed was less than satisfactory.   

 
 He encouraged members and local residents to report concerns 

online where possible to take pressure of the call centre which 
also deals with 999 calls.  

 
 At the next meeting where these matters are considered, 

Inspector Wiggin will raise the possibility of installing a CCTV 
camera in Trevelyan Crescent. 

 
 Continued reports of cycling on pavements will be added to list 

of priorities for the Safer Neighbourhood team to deal with. 
 
 The Deputy Mayor thanked Inspector Wiggin and Mr Secommbe 

who then withdrew from the meeting. 
 
105) To receive a presentation from the Engineering Project Manager  
        at Warwickshire County Council, Julie Crawshaw, on the A3400  
       Birmingham Road Proposals 
 
 Julie Crawshaw gave a presentation on the proposals for the 

A3400 Birmingham Road, including the background to the 
project and its aims and objectives.   

 
 She confirmed that WCC has now received funding for the whole 

project.  The project will be split into two phases.  Phase one, 
Windsor Street to Arden Street is scheduled to start by March 
2021.  Phase two, from Arden Street to A46 is due to start in late 
summer next year, although consideration will be taken of other 
works being undertaken around the town when starting the work.  

 
 There were a number of observations from the floor: 
 

o The need to incorporate the Park and Ride into the visitor 
experience and consider changing the right turn from 
Rother Street onto Arden Street, thus preventing motorists 



 6 

needing to drive along Wood Street and into Union Street 
to access the Birmingham Road.    

 
o It was suggested that not all residents who live on 

Birmingham Road would be happy with the proposed 
changes and Julie responded that there had been wide 
spread consultation on the proposals.   

 
o It was requested that the work of Phase one is completed 

well in advance of the Shakespeare Birthday celebrations 
in April.   

 
o There was a call for clarification of the prioritisation of 

cyclists crossing the side roads along the Birmingham 
Road. Julie confirmed that the work will have to pass a 
clear safety audit.   

 
o Further detail was requested on the junction with Arden 

Street and the plans for improved cyclist routes. 
 
 Following her presentation, Julie Crawshaw left the meeting. 
 
106) To receive a presentation from the CEO of Stratford Town Trust,  
       Sara Aspley and the Deputy CEO of Stratford on Avon District  
        Council, Tony Perks, on the Stratford Riverside Project 

 
 Sara Aspley explained that a consultation on the project, 
 (https://www.stratfordriverside.com/) which aims to create a green 
 corridor along the River Avon and improve public access  to the 
 area, was being launched today. Sara confirmed that the Town 
 Council is considered a key partner in this project.  

 
Sara then introduced Nigel Wakefield from Node Designs who 
gave a presentation on the plans for the Stratford Riverside 
project.   
 
The proposal is split into three sites: Riverside North, Central 
and South.  Mr Wakefield’s presentation focused on the process 
of the project, including consideration of the economic, transport, 
environmental and well-being aspects as well as understanding 
the site constraints.   
 

https://www.stratfordriverside.com/
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Tony Perks responded to an enquiry whether the proposal 
considers crossings to connect north and south of the river.  He 
confirmed that the funding would not cover changes to Clopton 
Bridge but the consultation process will consider pedestrian and 
cyclists crossing the river.   
 
Concern was raised regarding existing wildlife, how they would 
be protected and whether an audit of the wildlife will be 
undertaken.  It was confirmed that the project is working with 
Warwickshire Wildlife Trust on this and protecting existing wildlife 
is a key intention.   
 
Tony Perks confirmed that some elements of the plan will need 
planning permission.  Tony explained that the first phase of 
funding will need to be spent by April 2022 and that it is likely 
that projects already identified on the recreation ground will be 
started first.  It is expected that further funding will be sought 
once the views of the consultation have been reviewed and key 
ideas within it identified. 
 
Feedback to the presenters was one of positive enthusiasm for 
the project.  The Deputy Mayor thanked Sara and Tony and their 
associates, who then left the meeting. 
 

 The Deputy Mayor temporarily suspended the meeting for 
approximately five minutes 

 
 When the meeting reconvened, the Deputy Mayor sought, and 

received approval for the meeting to continue beyond the usual cut off 
period of three hours if it proved necessary. 
 
107) The Avon to Arrow Greenway Project 
 
 It was Proposed, Seconded and unanimously  

 
RESOLVED: That in principle, the Town Council would  
   support the Avon to Arrow Greenway project. 
 

108) Town Centre Strategic Partnership Presentation 
 

Councillor Lee gave an overview of his presentation, due to be 
presented at the next Strategic Partnership meeting on 4 
December, 2020.   
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The presentation outlines the mandate from the NDP 
consultation to develop a 10 year plan, focusing on the town 
centre projects outlined in the NDP beginning with TC Project 5 
on Bridge Street.  He noted that any plans for TC project 5 would 
be put to consultation, giving residents with concerns about 
accessibility an opportunity to comment. 
  
Cllr Lee was thanked and commended for his excellent work.  

 
109) Stratford-on-Avon District Council’s Infrastructure Statement 

2019/2020 
 

It was Proposed, Seconded and unanimously 
 
RESOLVED: That the Town Council should proceed with the 
   Bridge Street Layout Upgrade Concept Design 
   Project using its accrued CIL monies.  

 
110) Stratford upon Avon Covid-19 Time Capsule 
 

Cllr Warren-Howles requested that members take responsibility 
for gathering items to be included in the Covid-19 time capsule 
and indicated that she would circulate a list of suggested items 
for inclusion. 
 
It was Proposed, Seconded and unanimously 
 
RESOLVED: To support and adopt the Covid-19 time   
   capsule initiative. 

 
111) Ward Reports 
 
 The ward reports were taken as read.   
 

Councillor Alcock requested an update on the proposed 
timescales for completion of the Fred Winter centre as she was 
planning to undertake some fundraising activity to support it.  
Councillor How, the Town Council’s representative on the 
Strategic Board, confirmed that he would raise this and report 
back at the next meeting. 
 



 9 

Cllr Curtis noted that residents had expressed concern to him 
that the occupants of the Fred Winter centre receive proper 
support when it is opened. 

 
112) Verbal Ward Reports 
 
 Cllr J Fradgley:  
 Advised that she will be attending Stratford-in- Bloom’s AGM in 

December and would report back at the next meeting. 
 
 Cllr Fotjik:  
 Gave notification of the Clopton Arts project, which is online and 

accessible to all residents in the town. 
 
 Cllr I Fradgley: 
 Confirmed that the Bloor development in Shottery will be 

recommended for approval at the next SDC Planning meeting. 
 
 Cllr Rolfe: 
 Praised the display of Christmas lights and advised that she had 

received positive feedback on the Christmas lights in the town. 
 
113) Town Clerk’s General Verbal Report  
 
 The Town Clerk had no further information to report.   
 
 The Deputy Town Clerk reported that the external auditor had 

signed-off the AGAR and a notice of the conclusion of the audit 
was on the Town Council website and notice board. 

 
114)   Date and Venue of Next Town Council Meeting 
 

 The next virtual Meeting of the Town Council will take place at  
  6:00pm on Tuesday 26 January, 2021, or at 6:30pm if a physical  
 Meeting is to be held at the Town Hall. 
 
 
 

 
The Mayor declared the virtual meeting closed at 8.57pm.    


