
Appendix E  

Outside Bodies – Progress Report Form 

 

Name of Councillor: Councillor Ian Fradgley 

Name of Outside Bodies 
Organisation 

Historic Buildings Trust 

Progress report since last Town 
Council meeting: 

The last meeting was on 22 November 2022 and the 

main subject was occupancy of the Tollhouse (which are 

confidential at present) and as yet no new restoration 

project being pursued. 

 

Outside Bodies – Progress Report Form 

 

Name of Councillor: Councillor Tony Jackson 

Name of Outside Bodies 
Organisation 

Stratford Town Trust 

Progress report since last Town 
Council meeting: 

The financial year closed at 31st December 

2022. Income for the year end showed a return 

to 2019 levels. Whilst this is reassuring and has 

enabled a significant number of grants to be 

awarded for the year. 

The Trust remain cautiously optimistic for 2023 

as rising costs look to impact retail and 

hospitality sales, putting businesses at risk. 

Community causes across Stratford-upon-Avon 

benefited from more than £730,000 in 2022 as part 

of Stratford Town Trust’s grant giving programme. 

In total, 55 community groups and charities received 

grants including £300 to the Soroptimists 

International to continue to tend the Nicol Ward 

Garden at Stratford Hospital – bringing peace and 

tranquillity to patients and staff – and £20,000 for 

Insight CCSS to deliver counselling and support 

services to dads and male carers of children with 

special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).   



 

The first phase of the northern section of the 

riverside project (the Lench Meadows) is, at last 

near to completion. The completion of the 

works to remediate the asbestos have been 

signed off by the specialist consultant and our 

now awaiting a third party review from the 

contaminated land specialist commissioned by 

STT. The application for local nature reserve 

status is coming together well with a series of 

community engagement sessions planned for 

late Feb led by Warwickshire Wildlife Trust. 

 

Many of your ward residents will be members of 

the Trust and will have recently received the 

regular January communication attached below. 

Date provided to Town Clerk: 20 January 2023 
 

Dear Member 

 

I am delighted to be writing to you with a short summary of our achievements of the last 12 months 

and to set out some of our ambitions for the coming year. 

Our support local charities and community groups 

Last year, we awarded 55 grants totalling £736,844. This included a first-time grant for Young Minds 

Matter, who provide mentoring in Stratford schools to identify and address young people’s anxieties 

early, boosting their self-esteem and helping them gain focus, confidence and a sense of purpose. In 

celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, we funded tea party boxes, put together by volunteers 

from Stratford-upon-Avon Methodist Church and delivered to 48 older people who are housebound. 

We also funded our Community Collective pilot to bring services for young people together to 

improve outcomes and this will continue to be a priority this year. 

Our 2023 grant round opens on 1 March and will remain open until 29 September 2023.  Our funding 

this year will reflect the fact that more organisations are dependent on grants for core costs, such as 

rent, staffing, or key elements of their work.  We are proud of our recently launched new website 

which will help to tell the stories of our grants recipients and make it easy to find out about applying. 

Do take a look. 

 

Riverside update 

We cannot wait to welcome you to the Lench Meadows and take advantage of the new paths. I am 

sorry that pathways have been closed for much longer than we had hoped, and we expect them to be 

open very soon. The new pathways and accessible bridges will mean that for the first time, everyone 

can complete a circular route and get closer to nature. In the meantime, please bear with us whilst we 

await final approval of the works. For now, the riverside pathway is open, and this is the perfect time 

for a winter walk to blow away the cobwebs.  

Safety has been our main concern throughout the development of the scheme, and we know it is 

important to our members too. Since the discovery of asbestos by members of the public, we have 



taken a number of steps, along with Stratford District Council, to action recommendations set out by a 

specialist company and endorsed by the Environmental Health Department. This included:  

• specific areas being covered with a double layer geo textile separator and 150 mm of clean 

sandy topsoil   

• reshaping and extending the butterfly mound with clean imported topsoil to a depth of 1.5 

metres to cover material believed to be pipe insulation containing asbestos.  

• using approved topsoil which is nutrient poor to promote the growth of a range of wildflower 

and plant species. When established the vegetation will add a further layer of protection. 

• appointing an independent consultant to provide further reassurance that the area is safe for 

all. The new pathway will remain closed whilst we await their final report. 

 

Local Nature Reserve plans 

The purpose of working towards a Local Nature Reserve (LNR), is to manage and protect biodiversity 

in the long term and involve the local community in this process. LNRs aim to bring people closer to 

nature in wild spaces where plants and animals, both common and rare, can thrive. They offer a 

natural environment, in contrast with formal open green spaces such as parks and gardens but are still 

readily accessible to people. We hope you agree this is a very worthwhile aim that will give long term 

protection to the Lench Meadows. 

To progress our application for the area to become an LNR, we need your help! We will be running a 

series of Community Engagement workshops with Warwickshire Wildlife Trust. Please email: 

hello@stratfordtowntrust.co.uk to register your interest. 

Member events 

We enjoyed meeting many of you at our member events last year and we have planned another series 

of events just for you for 2023. Please see the attached leaflet for details of the spring events and we 

hope there is something for everyone! 

I am always pleased to hear from you with feedback or ideas for future projects that will benefit our 

town.  You can do this by emailing me at the address below or alternatively, I am available each Friday 

morning between 9am and 1pm at our offices in Rother Street.  I hope to see you in the coming 

months and thank you for your support. 

 

 

Members’ Dog Walk 

Sunday 29th January, 10.30am 

Rowley Fields 

Join us for our first ever Members’ dog walk! A chance to meet each other (and 

pooches) on a gentle walk through Rowley Fields with the Town Trust team. We’ll 

stop off to look at the Community Orchard. Pack a flask and some wet weather gear. 

You’re welcome to come along even if you don’t have a dog. Meet by the entrance at 

Maidenhead Road. 

 

 

The Fred Winter Centre – what’s it all about? 

mailto:hello@stratfordtowntrust.co.uk


Friday 24th February, 11am, 1pm 

41 Guild St, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6QY 

As a proud funder of The Fred Winter Centre and supporter of several groups based 

there, we’re pleased to offer our members the opportunity to get an inside look at 

the centre and learn about the important role it plays in our local community.  

As well as providing affordable and emergency accommodation, it is also home to 

Stratford Food Bank, Citizen’s Advice, Job Centre Plus, Springfield Mind and even has 

its own café. 

In this session, hosted by Jonathan Ruane, Manager of The Fred Winter Centre, take 

part in a guided tour of the building and find out how partnership working has put 

the needs of individuals at the heart of the services provided to those who are 

vulnerable and at risk of homelessness and hardship. 

Members are very welcome to stay after the event to purchase refreshments from 

the café and get to know one another. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dawn Chorus Walk 

Wednesday 10th May 4.30am – 6.30am 

Rowley Fields 

Dan Loveard part of the Action For Nature team at Warwickshire Wildlife Trust will 

lead a guided early morning walk to enjoy nature's greatest symphony. Hear some of 

our best loved birds in full song and be cheered that summer is on its way! Please 

wear suitable clothing and footwear, and bring binoculars if you have a pair. 

Cost: £5 per person 

 

 

Save the Date   

Stratford Town Trust AGM  

Wednesday 13th September at 7pm 

 

 

 



 

To book a place for these events, please email: 

lynn.perkins@stratfordtowntrust.co.uk quoting your name, address and 

Membership Number, or telephone 01789 207107 

 

www.stratfordtowntrust.co.uk 

 

mailto:lynn.perkins@stratfordtowntrust.co.uk

