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STRATFORD-UPON-AVON TOWN COUNCIL 

 
VIRTUAL YOUTH TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 
4 MARCH, 2021 

 
YOUTH TOWN COUNCIL CLERK’S OPEN REPORT 

  
1) Virtual -v- Face-to-Face Meetings 
 

• To consider the benefits of virtual -v- face-to-face meetings 
 

There is no question that, going forward, the COVID-19 pandemic 
will have changed the working habits of the nation and it is therefore 
disappointing that the government appears not to be extending the 
power given to councils to hold decision-making meetings online 
and remotely, enabled by the Remote Meetings Regulations made 
under the Coronavirus Act 2020. From 7 May, it will be ultra-vires 
to hold decision making meetings remotely. 
 

However, this will only apply to full Council and Committee 
meetings and not to the Youth Town Council meetings.  Therefore, 
members of the YTC are asked to consider whether they would like 
to continue to meet via Zoom or to begin to meet in person. 
 
It is worth noting that members would not necessarily have to meet 
in person for every meeting but could possibly alternate between 
virtual and physical meetings. 
 

2) Streaming YTC Meetings 
 

• To consider whether to continue streaming YTC meetings 
 
Since virtual meetings were enabled in early 2020, all Town 
Council meetings have been streamed live via YouTube and 
Facebook.  Therefore, when the Youth Town Council was formed, 
we automatically started streaming these meetings also.   
 
However, much like the item above, it is not legally necessary for 
us to stream these meetings live and it is feared that the knowledge 
of them being live streamed may be causing less confident 
members of the Council to be less vocal with their opinions in the 
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meeting.  Members are asked to consider the following options 
going forward: 
 

o To continue streaming the meetings in their entirety; 
o To stop streaming meetings for the time being; 
o To record the meetings and upload specific parts (focusing 

on topics of interest) to YouTube and Facebook a day or two 
after the meeting. 

 
3) Welcombe Radio 
 

• To consider getting involved with Welcombe Radio’s ‘Day of 
Youth Programming’ 

 
 Cllr Gill Cleeve has advised of an email she has received from 

Welcombe Radio, enquiring as to whether the YTC would be 
interested in getting involved with a day of ‘Youth Programming’ 
which will focus on promoting/celebrating the young people of 
Stratford.   

  
Involved so far are: 

  
• Stratford Youth Theatre: Following their preparations/rehearsals 

for a project they are doing with the National Theatre; 
• The STEM team at D.M. Kineton are running their latest project, 

this time with a group of homeless children;  
• Members of the Sixth Form Hub at Welcombe Hills School; 
• Local Guides, Scout and Sea Scout groups.  
 
It is also hoped that the following will take part: 
 
• Warwickshire Young Carers; 
• Youung people involved in local sports clubs; 
• Students from Stratford College; 
• Young people already involved with Welcombe Radio. 
 
Welcombe Radio are wondering if the YTC members would be 
interested in being involved, promoting what they are doing and 
what is important to them.     

  
With the current restrictions, Welcombe Radio are keeping things 
relatively simple.  The ESOL group, part of Warwickshire County 
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Council's Adult and Community Learning, produce an hour-long 
programme by their members.  They record (generally on a mobile) 
themselves talking about something important to them.  They then 
choose a track, usually music, to go with a dedication.  These are 
then sent to at Welcombe Radio and they are then distributed to 
the technicians who put them together as a whole programme to 
be broadcast at a specific time within the schedule.  The following 
are examples of how members of the ESOL group felt after their 
last programme was broadcast. 

 
4) Topics/Speakers 
 

• To agree topics/speakers for the next Youth Town Council 
meeting 
 
Members are asked to decide if they would like to focus on a 
specific topic at the next YTC meeting and whether any speakers 
should be invited. 
 
 
 

Youth Town Council Clerk 
1 March, 2021 


