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CRADLE TO
GRAVE
For over two hundred years, a
memorable event has taken place
in Stratford-upon-Avon each year
to commemorate the birth of the
world’s greatest playwright, William
Shakespeare.

Credit: Ewan Barker

The Mayor, Councillor Kate Rolfe, and the
District Chairman, Councillor Christopher
Kettle, would be honoured if you would
join them, and other distinguished
representatives from the community, to
celebrate the 456th anniversary of William
Shakespeare’s birth on Saturday 26 April,
2020.
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The Town and District Councils are
extremely grateful to the Shakespeare
Birthplace Trust for restoring tradition
and re-establishing the ‘cradle to grave’
experience by enabling the Parade to start,
once again, from outside the Birthplace.
Participants from the community are most
welcome to join the procession, and will be
marshalled into position in Henley Street,
behind the Lord Lieutenant and other civic
dignitaries. The Parade will leave Henley
Street at 11:15am.
The streets will already be festooned
with the traditional flags and shields, and
the Parade will pause only momentarily
Continued on page 2

Continued from front page...

LONG SERVICE AWARDS TO
SERVING MEMBERS

to witness the unfurling of the Bard’s
Birthday Banner on Bridge Street, before
proceeding to Holy Trinity Church to lay
flowers on Shakespeare’s grave. Flags
and bunting will remain in position for
over two weeks, as part of the 75th
Anniversary of VE Day, from 8–10 May
2020.

Throughout the weekend, there will be a
variety of street entertainment, courtesy
of the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, the
Royal Shakespeare Company, and other
community organisations.
For more information, please contact
the Civic Officer, Charles Wilson:
charles.wilson@stratford-tc.gov.uk
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Bridging the Gap is a newsletter specifically aimed at members of the community. If you are part of a community group and
would like to appear in one of our “Spotlight” features, completely free of charge, please contact Lisa Cowley at the Town
Council: lisa.cowley@stratford-tc.gov.uk

The Shakespeare
Hospice 21st
Anniversary

2020 will also see the official Birthday
Luncheon returning to a marquee in
the Theatre Gardens in Old Town. The
luncheon, during which the prestigious
Pragnell Shakespeare Prize will be
awarded, is a ticketed event organised
independently, courtesy of Pragnell.
Tickets are now on sale via the RSC Box
Office.
Festivities on Sunday 27 April include the
memorable Shakespeare Service at Holy
Trinity Church at 11:15am. The service
features verse and music from members
of the current RSC ensemble, the
preaching of the Shakespeare Sermon,
and the short ‘receiving the quill’ cameo.
The Head Boy of King Edward VI School
will place the quill in the hand of the effigy
overlooking the poet’s grave, where it
remains until it is once again officially
received by the Church the following year.

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR COMMUNITY

The Shakespeare Hospice provides care
and support free to families in South
Warwickshire and the surrounding areas.
Last year, it supported over 1,000 local
people. The Hospice has cause for
celebration this year, as 2020 marks the
21st Anniversary of it first opening its
doors.

Credit: Charles Wilson

At the suggestion of many members
of the Town Council and particularly
by those who were newly elected
in May, the Mayor was asked to
place on record the high esteem
and grateful thanks that the Council
owe their long standing members
who have served three or more
consecutive terms in office.
“Although no one councillor, including
those who serve or have served as
Mayor, has any more sway or power
than any other members of the
Town Council, it is perhaps worthy
to recognise the value of these long
serving members who have served
the town of Stratford-upon-Avon so
diligently and wisely for many years.
Their years in office undoubtedly make
them, or at least should make them,
‘fountains of all knowledge”, said the
Mayor at the Town Council Meeting on
26 November, 2019. “This knowledge
has given them insight and a high level
of strategic vision, being mindful and
proud of the past but ambitious for the
future.”
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The awards were presented to three
members, Councillors Wall, J Fradgley
and Dowling.

They are celebrating this milestone
by adding some really special events,
including a 21st Anniversary Ball and
Garden Party at Ragley Hall, a 21-mile
walk along the Shakespeare Way, and
a Romeo and Juliet 4-day cycle ride in
Italy. Other events include a Pro-AM Golf
Day, the Great Shakespeare Ride, and the

Dragon Boat Race, which promises to be
a real spectacle.
The local community in and around South
Warwickshire is encouraged to hold
their own ’21 Challenge’ and join in the
celebrations to help mark this occasion.
Fundraiser Bridget Richards, said:
“We want 2020 to be our best fundraising
year yet. We can only do this with the
help and support of the local community.
It would be fantastic if everyone has their
own ‘21 Challenge’. This can be anything
from a 21-mile hike to inviting 21 friends
around for a coffee morning.
This is the perfect opportunity to come
up with some really fun ideas and raise
money for us!”

You can find out more about the
‘21 Challenge’ on the website
www.theshakespearehospice.org.
uk/21Challenge and if you have a
challenge in mind and need some
sponsorship advice you can call
their Fundraising Team on 01789
266852 or email fundraising@
theshakespearehospice.org.uk

•	Councillor Chris Wall is now third
in seniority on the Council. He was
first elected in 2006, returned in
2010 and then again in 2019 with
a large majority;
•	Councillor Jenny Fradgley was
first co-opted to the Town Council
in 2003, elected in 2006 and went
on to become a District Councillor
in 2006 and a County Councillor in
2013. She has retained her seat on
all three Councils ever since;
•	Councillor Bill Dowling, who now
holds the honorary title of Senior
Councillor, was elected to the
Town Council in 2000 and has had
nineteen years of uninterrupted
service, winning elections in 2005,
2010, 2015 and 2019.

T: 01789 269332 • E: info@stratford-tc.gov.uk • W: www.stratford-tc.gov.uk
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CALENDAR OF MEETINGS
All Town Council Meetings or Standing Committee Meetings, held at the Town Hall, are open to the general public.
There is an opportunity for public participation at the start of every meeting.
General
Purposes
Committee
Tuesday (6:30pm)

Planning
Consultative
Committee
Tuesday (6:30pm)

Finance &
Scrutiny
Committee
Tuesday (6:30pm)

Mayoral, Civic
Ceremonial & Events
Committee
Tuesday (6:30pm)

7 April 20

3 March 20
24 March 20
14 April 20

10 March 20

17 March 20
12 May 20

Town Council
Tuesday (6:30pm)
Town Meeting
Thursday
5 March 2020 7:30pm
31 March 20
28 April 20

Dementia Friendly Communities
is a national campaign led by the
Alzheimer’s Society and there are
various steps the group must follow
to gain recognition.

Meetings that differ from the normal time allocation are highlighted in bold.

HOW THE
TOWN
COUNCIL CAN
HELP IN A
FLOOD

One of the first steps is to ask people
living with dementia and their carers
what changes would make a positive
difference. The group has produced a
survey, copies of which can be found
around town at the Town Hall, Library,
Leisure centre, GP surgeries and other
venues. It can also be accessed
online: bit.ly/dementia-sona

On 15 & 16 November 2019, torrential
rain caused flooding problems
across Stratford-upon-Avon and the
surrounding areas. The Environment
Agency deployed its new emergency
flood defence measures in Stratford for
the first time.

The group would like to hear from as
many people with dementia and their
carers as possible.
Using the results of the survey, the
group will then agree what actions
should be prioritised. Once there is
an agreed plan the group will apply
for recognition.

Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council
received many calls from residents that
were worried about their properties being
affected by the floods. If we are to face a
similar situation again, it is important that
residents are aware of the following:
•	Free empty sandbags are available
from the Cemetery on Evesham Road,
Stratford-upon-Avon or the Town Hall
on Sheep Street;
•	It is your responsibility to get sand
and fill your sandbags;
•	Locations where emergency sand
supplies may be obtained will be
displayed on the Town Council
4

Stratford-upon-Avon has taken its
first steps to becoming a dementia
friendly community. A group made
up of Town, District, and County
Council representatives, local
businesses, volunteers and local
charities have come together to
discuss how the town could be a
more dementia friendly place.

Credit: András Justin

website or ask your ward councillor
for details;
•	The Town Council will also do its best
to provide details of alternative flood
defence measures such as flood
boards and flood doors;
•	We suggest you prepare an
emergency ‘grab bag’ with essential
supplies, including a torch and windup radio;

BRIDGING the GAP • Stratford-upon-Avon

•	The Town Council can provide contact
details for the Environmental Agency
and other helpful resources;
The Environmental Agency does retain
a contacts list, open to the public; for
those who wish to be notified of a likely
emergency, such as flooding. You are
advised to contact them if you would
like to be added to their list – enquiries@
environment-agency.gov.uk

One of the group’s aims is to
raise awareness of dementia with
businesses and residents. The group
held a successful event at the Town
Hall on 2 March, 2020 with many
organisations present who support
people living with dementia and their
carers.
Look out for more information and
events on the Dementia Friendly
Stratford upon Avon Facebook
page. www.facebook.com/
dementiafriendlystratforduponavon

• Do you struggle to use public transport due to mobility issues or
other health problems?
• UBUS is a door to door community transport scheme
• UBUS operates 09:30 – 14:30 every weekday in Stratford-upon-Avon
• UBUS will take you shopping, to visit a friend or to leisure activities.
• Single journey £2.30 / Return £4.60
• To register with UBUS or for more
information ring 01789 264 491

DID YOU GET MARRIED AT
THE TOWN HALL?
If you did and have any wedding photos
that you would like us to feature on the

Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council website,

please send them to lisa.cowley@stratford-tc.gov.uk

T: 01789 269332 • E: info@stratford-tc.gov.uk • W: www.stratford-tc.gov.uk
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GETTING TO KNOW YOUR
COUNCILLORS…

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON

TOWN COUNCIL
CONTACTS

AVENUE
Cllr Cohl Warren-Howles 07947 841133
Cllr Richard Vos

FASHION
FASHION
GIN
GIN

BISHOPTON
Cllr Victoria Alcock

BRIDGETOWN
Cllr Roy Dyer		07842 200872
Cllr Ian Fradgley

EXTRAVAGANZA
EXTRAVAGANZA

Cllr Jason Fojtik
07521 128638
Cllr Philip How		07854 618658

GUILDHALL

Stratford
StratfordTown
TownHall
Hall

TICKETS
TICKETS£20
£20

(includes
(includesa aginginororrum
rumcocktail)
cocktail)

For
Fortickets
ticketscontact:
contact:
sam@mailcal.net
sam@mailcal.net
07766
07766007413
007413
ININ
AID
AID
OF
OF
THE
THE
MAYOR’S
MAYOR’S
CHARITIES
CHARITIES

6

BRIDGING the GAP • Stratford-upon-Avon

07712 809252

CLOPTON

with
withananextra
extrawag
wagininthe
thetail!
tail!

7pm
7pmfor
for7.30pm
7.30pmstart
start

07904 352133

Cllr Chris Wall		07572 284159

&

THURSDAY,
THURSDAY,
12TH
12THMARCH
MARCH

07989 189144

There are eighteen members of the Town Council. Each newsletter, we profile
one of them so that you can get to know them better.

Richard was appointed to the Town
Council in May 2019 and serves on the
General Purposes Committee and the
Human Resources Committee. He is
also a member of the Town Hall Income,
Facilities and Wellbeing Panel.
Richard worked for 35 years in Hotels and
Hospitality. During that time was General
Manager of three of the town’s leading
hotels: The Swans Nest, The Alveston
Manor and The Shakespeare Hotel. He
has also managed hotels in the West and
East Midlands.

07941 225464

Cllr Tony Jackson
(Mayor Elect)

07812 622753

HATHAWAY

Richard Vos

Councillor Richard Vos was born
and brought up in Altrincham, South
Manchester and moved to Stratfordupon-Avon in 1985. Richard has two
children and two grandchildren.

Cllr Jenny Fradgley

Richard has always been involved
in local groups and organisations,
helping support local schools to
raise funds for various activities, as
a member of the organising team for
the very first Stratford Food Festival
in 2007 and for several years on the
Stratford in Bloom committee, playing
a leading role in re-organising and
updating their fund-raising activity.
Richard coached at Stratford-uponAvon Rugby Club for many years
from the very youngest age group in
1992, all the way through to 2007 with
the League and Cup winning Colts
team. He is still actively involved
in sport playing competitive league
cricket for Welford on Avon.

Cllr Gill Cleeve		07971 343051
Cllr Toby Lee		07525 778560

SHOTTERY
Cllr David Curtis

07971 343084

Cllr Bill Dowling

01789 740795

TIDDINGTON
Cllr Eva Mackenzie

07895 056264

Cllr Kate Rolfe		07855 197138
(Mayor)

WELCOMBE
Cllr Liz Coles		07449 710132
Cllr Kevin Taylor

07876 033885

Town Council Office
01789 269332
info@stratford-tc.gov.uk
www.stratford-tc.gov.uk

T: 01789 269332 • E: info@stratford-tc.gov.uk • W: www.stratford-tc.gov.uk
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WHAT’S ON...
This spot is an opportunity

for local organisations to publicise
their event to a wide audience,
completely free of charge.
Please contact

Lisa Cowley if you would like to
advertise here:

lisa.cowley@stratford-tc.gov.uk

CHARITY TEA DANCES
STRATFORD-UPON AVON TOWN HALL
Wednesday, 4 March
Wednesday, 1 April
Wednesday, 6 May
Wednesday, 3 June
Wednesday, 1 July
Wednesday, 5 August
Wednesday, 2 September
2:00pm – 4:15pm
Town Hall, Sheep Street, Stratford-uponAvon

CAKE AND COMPANY
Every Friday afternoon
2:00pm – 4:00pm
Stratford Methodist Church Centre,
Old Town.
Come and join us for tea/coffee, cake
and company. We are always ready for
a good chat. A game of cards, Scrabble,
Rummikub, or Dominoes is an option.

TIDDINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
Wednesday, 18 March
Wednesday, 15 April
Wednesday, 20 May
Wednesday, 17 June
2:00pm – 4:15pm
Tiddington Community Centre, Main
Street, Tiddington

BRUNCH
Second Saturday in the month
10:00am – 12 noon
(except August)
Stratford Methodist Church Centre,
Old Town.

Charity Tea Dances held in the beautiful
ballroom of the Town Hall.
Dance Ballroom, Latin, Easy Sequence
and other rhythms in a comfortable
environment. £4.50 per person (includes
tea and biscuits).

Everyone welcome, any age - for a
delicious brunch of hot and cold food.
Children can join Brunch Bunch in the
welcome area for craft activities or toys
are provided in the lounge.

For details please contact Alan/
Vivian 01789 204989 or email:
ilov2getherdancing@hotmail.com

SHAKESPEARE MORRIS
Mondays
8:00pm – 10:00pm
Stratford Racecourse,
Luddington Road CV37 9SE
Shakespeare Morris practice weekly,
Mondays 8:00pm – 10:00pm.
Welcoming anybody interested in
learning Cotswold dances and joining
this fun sociable Morris group.

EIGHT WEEK MINDFULNESS COURSE
Every Wednesday from 4 March 2020
3:30pm – 4:30pm or 5:00pm – 6:00pm
The Health and Wellbeing Centre,
Stratford Hospital
Mindfulness training can help us to notice
signs of stress or anxiety earlier and deal
with them in a healthier way. We can enjoy
the world around us more and understand
ourselves better. All are welcome.
There will be a nominal charge of £5.00
per session. Concessions available on
request.

To book your place or for more
information please email
Eva.mindstrat@yahoo.com
STRATFORD UPON AVON ART
SOCIETY - ANNUAL FOUNDERS
LECTURE
My Love Affair with the Art of Stanley
Spencer
Lecture by art historian and BBC
series presenter Doctor James Fox
Thursday 7 May
7.30pm
The Other Place, Southern Lane
Tickets £20.00 from the RSC Box Office.
Tel: 01789 403416 or online at
www.rsc.org.uk/jamesfox.
Tickets are limited to two per person.
For details of other events and monthly
meetings, contact
www.stratforduponavonartsociety.co.uk
SONGS OF PRAISE
Sunday 12 July
4:30pm
Bandstand, Stratford-upon-Avon
Recreation Ground.
The Coventry Salvation Army Band will
play the music for this popular annual
event.
MAYOR’S ’60s & ’70s EVENING
Friday 1 May
7:30pm
Stratford Football Club,
125 Knights Lane, Tiddington
’60s/’70s music with a live band
£25.00 per ticket.
VE Day 75: Picnic in the Park
Friday 8 May
2:00pm - 6:00pm
The Recreation Ground.

AND FINALLY…

The Annual Town Meeting will take place at 7:30pm on Thursday 5 March at the Town Hall.
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