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STRATFORD-UPON-AVON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

8 DECEMBER, 2020 
 

TOWN CLERK’S OPEN REPORT 
 

1) Identifying New Income Streams 
 

• To consider charging for the transfer of right of burial in graves at 
Stratford-upon-Avon Cemetery 

 
Cemetery and Events Co-ordinator, Emma Evans has provided a written report 
(Appendix ‘H’) describing the process of transferring right of burials and her 
recommendations going forward. 

 
2) Internal and External Works Planned for the Town Hall 

 

• To receive a verbal update from the Finance and Facilities Officer on the 
internal and external works planned for the Town Hall 

 
Finance and Facilities Officer, Victoria Flynn will be present at the meeting to 
give a verbal report and answer any questions members may have.  

 
3) Committee Calendar 

 

• To agree the Calendar for the Community Services Committee 
 

The proposed calendar (Appendix ‘I’) aims to help members and clerks alike 
keep track of which items should be discussed at which meeting.  This is 
particularly important for budget setting from October to January. 

 
4) Cemetery Pick-Up Truck 

 

• To consider replacing the Cemetery Pickup Truck 
 
During discussions with the Deputy Town Clerk, the Outside Spaces Foreman 
raised the fact that the Cemetery pickup truck is showing its age and it may be 
time to start considering a replacement. 
 
Members are asked to consider whether this is something that should be looked 
into further, noting that there is a vehicle replacement contingency reserve in 
the budget, which currently stands at £15,000. 
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5) Anti-social Behaviour within Holy Trinity Churchyard and Garden of 

Remembrance 
 

• To consider an amendment of signage in the Garden of Remembrance and 
Holy Trinity Churchyard in order to tackle anti-social behaviour 

 
The Outside Spaces Foreman has advised the Clerk that anti-social behaviour 
remains an issue in two of our revered areas. 
 
Dog fouling has been, and continues to be, a problem within Holy Trinity 
Churchyard.  The Foreman and his team maintain the churchyard and find it 
extremely frustrating picking up dog mess before mowing the grass or finding 
that they have stepped in it when picking up leaves and tending to the 
 churchyard. 
 
There is signage in the churchyard that currently reads “please do not exercise 
your dog in this precinct”, but the Foreman believes this wording is not strong 
enough and wishes for a more clear message to be portrayed. 
 
Another unfortunate incident, as noticed by the Outside Spaces team, is 
members of the homeless community urinating within the Garden of 
Remembrance.  The Foreman believes that this is a result of these groups 
congregating in the garden to drink alcohol.  There is currently no signage in the 
garden then deters individuals from drinking alcohol, and it is thought that a sign 
to this effect may discourage this type of behaviour.  The Clerk is currently 
researching this with SDC and will provide a further update at the meeting. 
 
It is therefore recommended that members consider the following:  
 

• Rewording of the signs in Holy Trinity Churchyard to portray a stronger 
message; 

• Erection of signs to prohibit drinking of alcohol in the Garden of 
Remembrance. 

 
Admin Clerk 

      2 December, 2020 


