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IT’S BEGINNING 
TO LOOK 
A LOT LIKE 
CHRISTMAS…
 
The Christmas Lights are being 
switched on by the Mayor on Thursday 
21 November at 5:00pm.  Crowds will 
gather from 4:30pm to hear the beautiful 
choir from Thomas Jolyffe Primary 
School and the impressive sounds of 
the King’s Brass from King Edward 
VI School. Father Christmas will be 
appearing in his Grotto at the Town Hall 
immediately following the Switch-On. 

Late Night Christmas Shopping Markets 
will take place on Bridge Street on 21 & 28 
November and 12 & 19 December from 
10:00am until 8:00pm.

The Victorian Christmas Market Festival 
will return on 6, 7 and 8 December. There 
will be something for everyone – shopping, 
live music, food, drink, and a funfair. Don’t 
forget to also visit the Town Hall over the 
weekend, where the Victorian Christmas 
Community Fair will be showcasing 
produce and raising awareness of some 
of the community’s most dedicated 
organisations. You will also be able to  
warm up and take a breather upstairs in  
the Ballroom where refreshments are  
being served.

In February 2019 the Victorian Christmas 
Market Festival won Tourism Initiative of 
the Year at the Pride of Stratford Awards.  
This year’s festival takes place on 6, 7, 8 
December.  There will be something for 
everyone…Madam Matronic, photographed by LSD Promotions
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STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS 
MARKET FESTIVAL & TOWN 
HALL VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS 
COMMUNITY FAIR
Following the success of last year’s 
Festival, which saw approximately 
102,000 visitors, the Town and 
District Councils are again working 
in partnership with event organiser 
LSD Promotions to bring back 
the three-day event on Friday 6, 
Saturday 7, and Sunday 8 December, 
2019.

The market and festival now includes 
over 300 stalls. All traders will be 
in Victorian dress, selling a huge 
range of products including clothing, 
accessories, artwork, toys, games, 
fragrances, candles, lanterns, and 
bespoke decorations. Also on offer will 
be food and drink including Christmas 
cakes, puddings, speciality handmade 
burgers, gourmet chips with toppings, 
turkey, and suckling pig. The variety 
includes a great choice of traditional 
and international street food. 

Having proved extremely popular with 
children in previous years, the vintage 
fun fair with carousel and rides will 
once again form part of the festivities.  

CHRISTMAS LIGHT SWITCH-ON

The Town Council is co-ordinating 
the entertainment and many artistic 
individuals and community groups have 
come forward to showcase their talents 
on the main stage, which will be in Henley 
Street.  We are delighted to welcome 
entertainers from many genres, with 
choirs, vocalists, musicians, dancers, 
acting groups, magicians, and comedians 
ready to provide live entertainment 
throughout the Festival. There will also 
be some ‘headline’ professional artists 
performing each day.   

Lisa Cowley is responsible for the 
entertainment schedule, so if you would 
like to take part, contact her on 01789 
269332 or lisa.cowley@stratford-tc.gov.uk 
to see if there are any slots still available.

For those wishing for a few minutes 
respite at the Christmas Festival, take 
yourself to the Town Hall where the 
Victorian Christmas Community Fair will 
be welcoming community organisations 
from around the town. As the event is 
being staged in conjunction with the 
town’s Victorian Christmas Market, 

stands, displays and exhibitors will all 
be Victorian themed, from decorations 
to costumes.  Expect to see stalls 
selling wooden ornaments, textiles, 
candles, cakes, handmade jewellery 
and more.

If your little one would like to write 
Father Christmas a letter, you will be 
pleased to hear that his magical post 
box will be outside the Town Hall until 
Friday 13 December.  He does his 
very best to answer all letters that are 
sent to him but it is imperative that a 
return address is included (used only to 
answer letters in 2019;  contact details 
will not be passed on or retained on file).

The Civic Procession will start from  
the Town Hall at 6:00pm on Friday 
 6 December.  The Mayor of Stratford-
upon-Avon, the District Chairman, and 
other civic dignitaries will process to  
the stage in Henley Street to witness 
the official opening of the Festival.  
From then on, expect festive 
excitement and entertainment galore 
throughout the weekend.

We would like to remind you of the 
important changes we are making to 
the Christmas Light Switch-On this 
year. If you attended the event last year, 
it will be very similar, with a couple of 
changes. 

•  Following Switch-On, there will be no 
general public access to the Town 
Hall. Entry is only for seeing Father 
Christmas;

•  A staffed Buggy Park in the quadrant 
outside the building will be provided, 
as buggies will not be permitted inside 
the Town Hall; 

•  Children’s festive activities will be 
available in the Ballroom for those 
waiting to be called downstairs to the 
Grotto;

•  If you would like more information 
about the Switch-On, please contact 
the Civic Officer, Charles Wilson: 
charles.wilson@stratford-tc.gov.uk or 
01789 269332.

Credit: LSD Promotions

Vision Statement
The Town Council’s vision for Stratford-
upon-Avon is for a greener, sustainable 
and environmentally friendly town which 
is attractive and vibrant and improves 
the quality of life for people who live, 
work, invest or visit Stratford-upon-Avon.  
This ethos will be at the forefront of the 
decision making process.

Mission Statement
To reduce our carbon footprint and 
develop greener, sustainable quality 
services that benefit the town, improve 
liaison between all sectors of the 
community and the Town Council and 
engender greater community pride 
and involvement.  The Town Council is 
committed:

VISION/MISSION STATEMENT
a)  To act as the grass roots of local 

democracy and deliver a  
democratic, representational voice for 
the community through transparent 
local government, accessible to all;

b)  To help create a sustainable, caring and 
inclusive society which embraces all 
inhabitants irrespective of age, gender, 
sexual orientation, race, religion, culture 
or income which seeks to develop 
wellbeing, knowledge, understanding 
and mutual co-operation;

c)  To support and work closely with 
the town’s charitable organisations, 
community groups and volunteers;

d)  To engage in open dialogue with 
residents to better understand their 
needs and, in turn, explain how the 
Town Council will address those needs 
within the powers and resources of the 
Council;

e)  To develop high standard and cost 
effective services that meet local 
needs;

f)  To be a responsible and effective 
custodian of the Town Council’s 
assets and maximise their usage and 
value to the community;

g)  To work in partnership with others to 
achieve more for Stratford-upon-Avon;

h)  To preserve the unique identity of the 
town, by conserving and enhancing its 
traditions, character and heritage;

i)  To promote Stratford-upon-Avon as 
a welcoming, clean and safe town for 
all; 

j)  To be proactive rather than reactive in 
our approach;

 July, 2019

Stratford-upon-Avon

TOWN COUNCIL
Sarah Summers PSLCC
TOWN CLERK

Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council
Town Hall
Sheep Street
Stratford-upon-Avon
CV37 6EF
T: 01789 269332
E: info@stratford-tc.gov.uk
W: www.stratford-tc.gov.uk

Photo Credits: LSD Promotions
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CALENDAR OF MEETINGS
 
All Town Council Meetings or Standing Committee Meetings, held at the Town Hall, are open to the general public.  
There is an opportunity for public participation at the start of every meeting.

General
Purposes

Committee
Tuesday
(6:30pm)

Planning  
Consultative 
Committee

Tuesday
(6:30pm)

Finance & 
Scrutiny

Committee
Tuesday
(6:30pm)

Mayoral, Civic 
Ceremonial & 

Events  
Committee

Tuesday
(6:30pm)

Human  
Resources  
Committee 
Wednesday 

(6:30pm)

Town
Council

Tuesday
(6:30pm)

10 December 19
7 April 20

12 November 19
3 December 19
17 December 19
21 January 20
11 February 20

3 March 20
24 March 20
14 April 20

19 November 19
14 January 20
10 March 20

7 January 20
17 March 20
12 May 20

18 February 20 26 November 19
28 January 20
Town Meeting 

Thursday  
5 March 2020 

7:30pm
31 March 20
28 April 20

Meetings that differ from the normal time allocation are highlighted in bold.

MINIMAYOR
The Mayor of Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Councillor Kate Rolfe, was delighted 
to meet MiniMayor Poppy Jordan 
recently.

Parents Dave and Lou Jordan live in 
Stratford-upon-Avon with seven-year-old 
Poppy and her brother Joe, aged ten.  In 
May, Poppy’s mother entered her into a 
competition which marked the opening 
of MiniBrum at Thinktank Birmingham, to 
become the first MiniMayor.  Her mother 
described Poppy as being a careful 
decision maker who disliked unfairness, 
had a headstrong nature, and was 
unwilling to tolerate unjustness. She was 
commended and chosen as MiniMayor  
of MiniBrum for these reasons.  

MiniBrum is a child-sized city for children 
under 8 years old, where the children 
are in charge.  They can explore and 
question their understanding of the world 
around them through the different zones, 
including a transport area, shops, a park, 
and a construction site with slide. There 
are also specifically designed sensory 
areas for babies.

Poppy was crowned the MiniMayor of 
MiniBrum by the Lord Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress of Birmingham at a ceremony  
in July.  She will serve a one-year term.

Poppy said “It was all very exciting and I 
feel very lucky to be the MiniMayor”.

8 February 2019: The Council, in 
partnership with Stratford-on-Avon 
District Council and LSD Promotions, 
wins “Tourism Initiative of the Year” 
at the Pride of Stratford Awards for 
putting on the Victorian Christmas 
Market Festival.

25 April: Mark Haselden is awarded 
The Mayor’s Volunteer Award 
for his hard work on steering the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan  
to a successful referendum result.

2 May: Town Council Elections –  
10 new members are welcomed to  
the Council, and 8 are returned.

17 May: Councillor Kate Rolfe is made 
Mayor of Stratford-upon-Avon for 
2019/20.

5 June: The Council agree to stage 
a community rather than commercial 
Christmas Fair by offering the town’s 
charities, schools and local community 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
TOWN COUNCIL 2019 -  
NEWS IN BRIEF

organisations the opportunity to 
have a stall at the Town Hall on  
7 and 8 December, completely free 
of charge.

24 June: The Council wish a fond 
farewell to their Outside Spaces 
Deputy Foreman, Mark Baldwyn, 
who served almost thirty years.

1 July: The Council welcome Ross 
Holt to the Outside Spaces team.

30 July: The Council declares a 
Climate Emergency.

2 September: The Council instigate 
their pledge of being ‘as paperless 
as possible’ by beginning to use 
tablets at Council meetings.

4 September: The Council partners 
Table Tennis England to launch 
“Ping” Stratford-upon-Avon.

October: Budgeting process begins 
for 2020/2021.

BRIDGING THE GAP 
DEMOGRAPHIC 
QUESTIONNAIRE
We  are conducting this questionnaire in order to assess reader’s views on 
our newsletter, Bridging the Gap. Completed and returned questionnaires 
will be entered into a prize draw to win a One4all voucher worth £25.00. 
Contact information will be retained temporarily for the purpose of entering 
responders into the prize draw.  Contact details will not be passed on or 
retained on file thereafter.

Age:

 12 and under  13 – 20  21 – 35  36 – 50

 51 – 69  70+  Prefer not to say

To which gender do you most identify?

 Female  Male  Prefer not to say

 Other (please specify below)

Which ward do you live in?

 If you do not know which ward you live in, please tick here

Postcode:

Do you regularly receive Bridging the Gap / The Midweek newspaper?

 Yes  No

What would you like to read in Bridging the Gap?

 Events  Meetings  Councillor Information

 Road Closures/Town News  Other (please specify below)

Does anyone else in your household read Bridging the Gap, if so, what age 
are they?

 12 and under  13 – 20  21 – 35  36 – 50

 51 – 69  70+  Prefer not to say

Would you like to receive updates from Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council 
via email?

 Yes  No

If you would like to be entered into our prize draw to win a £25.00 One4all 
Voucher, please enter your email address below:

Please return questionnaire by Monday 2 December to:  
Lisa Cowley, Town Hall, Sheep Street, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6EF

✃

MEANINGFUL 
CHANGE

 
Worried about the homeless or those 

begging on the street? Meaningful 
Change is a new website where you 

can make donations to charities 
and organisations who offer help to 

those in need.

For more information please visit:  
www.meaningfulchange.org.uk

In Stratford there are a range of 
charities and organisations working 

to support vulnerable people in 
our community. This ranges from 
supporting people with day-to-

day needs to providing long term 
support so they can make lasting and 

meaningful change. These groups have 
come together with a range of statutory 

partners to form the Meaningful 
Change campaign. By giving to the 
charities and organisations involved 
in this campaign rather than directly 
to those who beg, you can change 

lives. You will help to provide long term 
support rather than funding the current 

lifestyles in which many of those 
begging are trapped.
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AVENUE
Cllr Cohl Warren-Howles 07947 841133
Cllr Richard Vos 07989 189144

BISHOPTON
Cllr Victoria Alcock 07904 352133
Cllr Chris Wall  07572 284159

BRIDGETOWN
Cllr Roy Dyer  07842 200872
Cllr Ian Fradgley 07712 809252

CLOPTON
Cllr Jason Fojtik 07521 128638 
Cllr Philip How  07854 618658

GUILDHALL
Cllr Jenny Fradgley 07941 225464
Cllr Tony Jackson 07812 622753 
(Deputy Mayor)

HATHAWAY
Cllr Gill Cleeve  07971 343051 
Cllr Toby Lee  07525 778560

SHOTTERY
Cllr David Curtis 07971 343084
Cllr Bill Dowling 01789 740795

TIDDINGTON
Cllr Eva Mackenzie 07895 056264
Cllr Kate Rolfe  07855 197138 
(Mayor)

WELCOMBE
Cllr Liz Coles  07449 710132
Cllr Kevin Taylor 07876 033885

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON  
TOWN COUNCIL  

CONTACTS

Town Council Office
01789 269332

info@stratford-tc.gov.uk
www.stratford-tc.gov.uk

Do you need help with a pest problem 
in your home or business?
Stratford-on-Avon District Council offers a comprehensive pest control 
service with qualified, friendly and professional officers.

Our Pest Control service offers:
• One-off treatments for domestic and commercial  

properties for a wide range of pests.
• Competitive prices
• Pest control advice visits from £31  

to help identify any proofing  
requirements for your business

• Environmentally conscious 
• Offering bespoke contracts to meet your auditory or due diligence 

requirements 

Our Pest Control Contracts help to keep your business free from 
infestations all year round. The Pest Control Officers are environmentally 
conscious and will conduct an environmental risk assessment upon 
commencement of your contract.  

The average contract costs £495 +VAT for 10 visits per annum plus 
emergency callouts. One contract price, no hidden extras.  

To arrange a quote please call 01789 267575 
or email envhealth@stratford-dc.gov.uk  
or visit www.stratford.gov.uk/environment/pest-control.cfm

SPOTLIGHT 
ON OUR 
COMMUNITY - 
SINGING FOR 
STRATFORD
 
Do you enjoy singing? Do you feel 
uplifted when you hear some of the 
finest choral works ever known? Then 
it’s time to learn about the Stratford-
upon-Avon Choral Society.

The Society was established in 1836 by 
Rev. Thomas Helmore Jnr and is still going 
strong today, with around 90 members. 
We present three concerts each year: this 
year on 16 November, we sing J S Bach’s 
Christmas Oratorio, on 14 December our 
popular Prelude to Christmas consists of 
Christmas words and music, and on 14 
March 2020 we sing Handel’s Coronation 
Anthems. 

Our singers are enthusiastic amateurs 
and our soloists and orchestras are all 
professionals. We perform the great 
works of the choral repertoire – Mozart’s 
Requiem, Handel’s Messiah, Haydn’s 
Creation, Orff’s Carmina Burana – works by 
composers such as Elgar, Faure, Poulenc, 
Britten, Vaughan Williams, and John Rutter, 
and specially-commissioned works by 
Howard Goodall and Toby Young.

Our conductor is Stephen Dodsworth, 
well-known in Stratford music circles, 
having been Music Director at KES, 
Assistant Music Director and organist at 
Holy Trinity Church, and composer and 
organ recitalist. This season is Stephen’s 
30th, making him our longest-serving 
conductor.

We have just appointed a new President, 
Donald Hunter, who takes on the office 
after the death of Professor Ronnie 
Mulryne. We also have a new Honorary 
Patron, internationally acclaimed Baritone 
Roderick Williams OBE, who thrilled the 
audience at this year’s Stratford Music 
Festival.

So it’s a wonderful time to join Stratford 

Dial a Ride UBUS service in Stratford Upon Avon 

The UBUS dial a ride community transport service 
operates in Stratford upon Avon every weekday 
between 09:30 – 14:30. 

UBUS is available to anyone who struggles to access 
public transport due to mobility issues, health problems 
or due to infrequent or no public transport.   

Travel locally to go shopping, visit friends or attend social groups.   

 

Single journey fare £2.30 / Return fare £4.60.   

 

To register with UBUS or for more information please 
call 01789 264491 between 09:30 – 14:30 on weekdays. 

Choral Society. We’re always looking for 
new singers, especially tenors. If you like 
singing, come and sing with us. Go to our 

website www.stratfordchoral.org.uk select 
Join Us, and follow the instructions there. 
You won’t regret it.

Credit: LSD Promotions

DIAL A RIDE UBUS SERVICE 
IN STRATFORD UPON AVON
The UBUS dial a ride community transport 
service operates in Stratford upon Avon 
every weekday between 09:30 – 14:30.

UBUS is available to anyone who struggles to 
access public transport due to mobility issues, 
health problems or due to infrequent or no 
public transport.

Travel locally to go shopping, visit friends or 
attend social groups.

Single journey fare £2.30 / Return fare £4.60.

To register with UBUS or for more information please call 01789 264491 
between 09:30 – 14:30 on weekdays.

Final BH 20/8/19 

Mindfulness Stratford-upon-Avon 

 

 We are pleased to announce the availability of 
two eight week mindfulness courses, held at: 

1) The Health and Wellbeing Centre, 
Stratford Hospital. Wednesdays from 16th 
October to 4th December 2019 Time: 2-3 
pm and, 

2) Rother House Medical Centre. Saturdays 
from 12th October to 30th November 2019. 
Time: 10.30-11.30 am. 

Mindfulness training can help us to notice signs 
of stress or anxiety earlier and deal with them in 
a more healthy way. We can enjoy the world 
around us more and understand ourselves 
better. 

All are welcome. 

To book your place or for more information 
please Email: Eva.mindstrat@yahoo.com  

(There will be a nominal charge of £5 per session)  

MINDFULNESS 
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON

We are pleased to announce the availability of two eight 
week mindfulness courses, held at: 

• The Health and Wellbeing Centre, Stratford Hospital.  
 Wednesdays from 16th October to 4th December 2019  
 Time: 2-3 pm and,

•  Rother House Medical Centre, Saturdays from 12th 
October to 30th November 2019. Time: 10.30-11.30 am.

Mindfulness training can help us to notice signs of 
stress or anxiety earlier and deal with them in a more 
healthy way. We can enjoy the world around us more 

and understand ourselves better. 

All are welcome. 
To book your place or for more information please email:  

Eva.mindstrat@yahoo.com 

(There will be a nominal charge of £5 per session)
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 WHAT’S ON...

CAKE AND COMPANY 
Every Friday afternoon 
2:00pm – 4:00pm 
Stratford Methodist Church Centre, 
Old Town. 
 
Come and join us for tea/coffee, cake 
and company.  We are always ready for 
a good chat. A game of cards, Scrabble, 
Rummikub, or Dominoes is an option. 
   
BRUNCH 
Second Saturday in the month 
10:00am – 12 noon 
(except August) 
Stratford Methodist Church Centre,  
Old Town. 
 
Everyone welcome, any age - for a 
delicious brunch of hot and cold food. 
Children can join Brunch Bunch in the 
welcome area for craft activities or toys 
are provided in the lounge. 

SHAKESPEARE MORRIS 
Mondays 
8:00pm – 10:00pm 
Stratford Racecourse, Luddington 
Road CV37 9SE 
 
Shakespeare Morris practice weekly, 
Mondays 8:00pm – 10:00pm. 
Welcoming anybody interested in 
learning Cotswold dances and joining 
this fun sociable Morris group. 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON PICTURE 
HOUSE - DEMENTIA-FRIENDLY 
SCREENINGS 
Second Wednesday of every month 
From 11:30am 
 
Dementia-Friendly Screenings are open 
to all but specially adapted to enable 
people living with Dementia to enjoy a 
trip to the cinema. The films are specially 
programmed and include older classics 

This spot is an opportunity for local 
organisations to publicise their event 

to a wide audience,  
completely free of charge.  

Please contact Lisa Cowley if you 
would like to advertise here:  

lisa.cowley@stratford-tc.gov.uk

and musicals. Sound levels are turned 
down, the lights are left on at a low level 
and there are no trailers or adverts at the 
beginning of the film. Free tea/coffee and 
biscuits are served before the film to give 
audience members a chance to socialise 
and familiarise themselves with the 
building.  
 
Dementia-Friendly screenings run on 
the second Wednesday of every month 
with refreshments from 11:30am with 
the film starting at 12.00 noon. Tickets 
are £4.00 per person, with free tickets for 
accompanying carers. 

MIDLANDS CHARITIES ASSOCIATION 
(MCA) CHRISTMAS CARD SHOP 
Wednesday, 23 November – Wednesday, 
18 December 
10:00am until 4:00pm (Monday to Friday) 
10:00am until 2:00pm (Saturday)   
United Reformed Church, Rother Street, 
CV37 6LU 
 
Approximately 20 local and national charity 
cards on display with an emphasis this 
year on local charities.  There will also be  
a wide range of religious cards. 
  
Responsibility of the shop is taken on by 
the local branch of RNLI and manned by 
50 odd volunteers which enables us to only 
charge a maximum levy of 6% to guest 
charities. 

SHAKESPEARE BIRTHPLACE TRUST – 
OVER THRONE 
Until Sunday, 1 December 
Shakespeare’s Birthplace, Stratford-
upon-Avon 
 
Travel through the time and learn the 
stories behind some of Shakespeare’s 
most famous ousted monarchs 
 
For a full list of events at the Shakespeare 
Birthplace Trust, please visit https://www.
shakespeare.org.uk/visit/whats-on 

CHARITY TEA DANCES 
Wednesday, 4 December 
2:00pm – 4:15pm 
Town Hall, Stratford-upon-Avon 
 
Charity Tea Dances held in the beautiful 
ballroom of the Town Hall. 

Dance Ballroom, Latin, Easy Sequence 
and other rhythms in a comfortable 
environment. 
 
£4.00 per person (includes tea and 
biscuits). For details please contact Alan/
Vivian 01789 204989 or email: 
ilov2getherdancing@hotmail.com 

THE BEAR PIT THEATRE COMPANY 
PRESENTS: GOODNIGHT MISTER 
TOM 
by David Wood. Adapted from the 
novel by Michelle Magorian from 
Friday, 6 until Saturday, 14 December  
7:30pm (plus matinee at 2:30pm on  
7 & 14 December)  
at the Bear Pit Theatre  
 
Tickets: 01789 333935 
Monday - Saturday 10:00am - 6:00pm 
OR 
Royal Shakespeare Theatre Box Office 
Monday – Sunday from 10:00am 

CARAMBA THEATRE COMPANY 
PRESENTS: NUTCRACKER 
adapted by Kate Guest 
from Thursday, 19 until Saturday,  
21 December  
7:30pm (plus matinee at 2:30pm on  
21 December)  
at the Bear Pit Theatre 
 
Tickets: 
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
carambatheatreco 

BRIDGING the GAP is published by Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council, Town Hall, Sheep Street, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6EF 
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And finally… 

The Mayor  
and Stratford-
upon-Avon Town 
Council wish 
you a very Merry 
Christmas and  
a Happy New 
Year.


