
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dear Clerk 

Consultation on Proposed South Warwickshire Council 

As you will be aware Local Government is facing a very uncertain time. Funding for 
the sector especially District Council’s has been significantly reduced and following 
the impact of COVID pandemic it is estimated that there once more could be further 
reductions. At the same time the cost of delivering valued services is increasing, this 
is particularly the case in relation to the refuse and recycling service. 

Faced with these pressures the elected members of both Councils agreed earlier this 
year to explore the principle of Stratford-on-Avon District Council and Warwick 
District Council to formally merged, and agreed the following vision: 

“To create a single statutory South Warwickshire Council covering all of the 
activities currently carried out by Stratford-on-Avon District Council and 
Warwick District Council by 1 April 2024.” 

In order to achieve this vision by April 2024, Government have informed us that we 
should make a formal submission to request a merger by the end of the year. In 
making any submission the Councils will need to demonstrate that the proposals 
address the following: 

• improve the area’s local government; 

• command local support, in particular that the merger is proposed by all 
councils which are to be merged and there is evidence of a good deal of 
local support; and 

• the area is a credible geography, consisting of two or more existing local 
government areas that are adjacent, and which, if established, would not 
pose an obstacle to locally-led proposals for authorities to combine to serve 
their communities better and would facilitate joint working between local 
authorities. 
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The proposal to merger would be a massive decision for both authorities, it would 
see the abolition of both Stratford-on-Avon and Warwick District Councils which have 
provided valued services to residents and businesses for almost 50 years. However, 
we believe that this approach would be best of preserving along with investing in 
services and to ensure that a financially sustainable into the future. 

A full consultation exercise was launched on Monday 6 September 2021 and this will 
run until 24 October 2021 and we invite you to have your say through this process. A 
dedicated website has been established for the consultation is 
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/.  

In addition to the wider exercise, as a valued stakeholder if you have any specific 
issues that you would like to discuss relating to the then please let us know and we 
will arrange a direct conversation to discuss the proposals. 

Yours sincerely 

 

David Buckland     Chris Elliott 
Chief Executive     Chief Executive 
Stratford-on-Avon District Council  Warwick District Council 
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