
Appendix ‘E’ 
 
PING Stratford-upon-Avon – update to Town Council  
November  2020 – Cllr Kevin Taylor 
 
 
Great news “ PING Stratford-upon-Avon “ has been nominated as 
Partner of the Year in the forthcoming Pride of Table Tennis 
Awards 
 
Sadly due to the second COVID-19 lockdown all tables are currently not 
operational they will become available again should we exit lockdown on 
the 3 December. 
 
On a higher note, Colin Eley from Table Tennis England has nominated 
“ Stratford upon Avon Town Council “ for the Partner of the Year award 
at the forthcoming Pride of Table Tennis Aawards organised by Table 
Tennis England which will be confirmed in February 2021. 
 
SDC have now installed a matting surface around the playing areas at 
Hodgson Green, Knights Lane and Shottery Fields, as well as securing 
the tables into the ground.  
 
Shottery Fields has been a huge success to date and we had a great 
response to providing a free bat drop around the area.  We are planning 
to replicate this at Knights Lane via a social media campaign.  We will 
also do this at Hodgson Green but are just waiting for another delivery of 
bats from table tennis England.  
 
Alveston Manor Hotel has also been a huge success and the table is 
used by the public and residents of the hotel on a daily basis.  It was 
also the location for the recent 21 hour table tennis marathon which 
raised over £2,250 supported by PING and Table Tennis England and 
the event was publicised nationally on the Table Tennis England website 
https://tabletennisengland.co.uk/news/featured-news/kevins-21-hour-
marathon-effort 
forhospice/?fbclid=IwAR0q9cMQrpFtIXeskxUcdsbHnjrbGRHQfxAyFZex
2-0ync8v7_KwvQv5SF8 
 
Sadly, The Rugby Club and Waterside are no longer operational. The 
Rugby Club is due to limited access and low footfall and Waterside due 
to the lack of overnight storage space in town even after several media 
campaigns. 
 
 
 



Table Tennis England  PING lead partner agreement renewal  
 
Our initial lead partner agreement expired in March 2020 and we have 
now decided to continue, even though PING Stratford-upon-Avon has 
experienced many unforeseen hindrances.  Our 2019 table activity 
figures were well above many of the more established operations. In 
opting to continue with a new lead partner agreement, it will allow us to 
access further funding for new tables.  From the experience gained from 
2019, I would categorically state this project is easier to manage with 
tables which are permanently fixed into locations.  
 
The natural process is, once we have signed the agreement, Table 
Tennis England will raise an order for the equipment we have requested.  
They currently have  a couple of partners looking to order equipment  in 
December, so it may be useful to include Stratford’s requirement on this 
list so that tables can be made ready for early in new year. 
 
We can also look forward to 2021, with not only the introduction of new 
tables, but hopefully if restrictions allow us to, we will help celebrate 100 
years of Table Tennis England. 
 
Guidelines  for playing outdoors which are clearly displayed on all 
our tables once restrictions are removed. 
Players should wipe down the table before and after use with their own 
antibacterial wipes 

 Players should bring and use their own bats and balls.  The 
equipment should not be shared with others.  If playing with a 
person not from their household, two different balls should be used 
(e.g. using two different colour balls) so players only need to 
handle their own ball; 

 A distance of 2m between players and others should be kept at all 
times; 

 Avoid handshakes and physical contact; 

 If you are showing Coronavirus symptoms, or if you or any of your 
household is self-isolating you should stay home and not use such 
facilities; 

 Players should use one side of the table and not swap ends. 
 
So as long as the guidelines are followed the tables on the recreation 
ground and Knights Lane can be utilised.  
 
Guidelines are available from www.tabletennisengland.co.uk  and 
www.pingengland.co.uk/Stratford-upon-Avon we will also get the 
guidelines displayed at each table. 
 

http://www.tabletennisengland.co.uk/
http://www.pingengland.co.uk/Stratford-upon-Avon

