
Appendix ‘C’ 
 
Stratford-upon-Avon Market Forum  
March 2020 update for Town Council – Cllr K Taylor 
 
Lockdown 3 national restrictions came into force on Monday 4 January 
and similarly to certain retailers, outdoor markets could only remain open 
for the sale of essential goods. 
 

Stratford-upon-Avon Markets closed with the exception of essential food 
stalls which remain available on Friday’s Rother Market throughout 
lockdown.  Goods on sale include fruit and vegetables, bread and olives, 
fish, pies and plants. All the traders maintain the necessary COVI-19 
requirements and provide a safe outdoor environment for customers.  
Those trading are being supported incredibly well by the local community. 
 
The roadmap to exiting the current restrictions will allow all the town’s 
markets to reopen very soon. On Friday 16 April Rother Street Market will 
return, followed by the Saturday Rother Street Market on 17 April and the 
Sunday UpMarket on Waterside on 18 April. 
 
Prior to the closure, a number of communications were received regarding 
social distancing measures at Sunday’s UpMarket.  Following 
consultation with LSD, COVID-19 marshals were introduced who politely 
interacted with visitors and customers at the market highlighting the 
necessity to follow the guidelines in place. This will continue once the 
Sunday market returns. 
 
Although planning permission for permanent use of the dustbowl by the 
market (and festivals) is still in the application stage, SDC has confirmed 
that a letter dated 5 March from MHCLG refers to the introduction of a new 
temporary right, extended to March 2022, in that it allows authorities either 
by themselves, or by others on their behalf, to use land to hold a market 
without having to apply for planning permission.  The Town and Country 
Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2020 (SI 2020/1243) amended the GPDO 2015 to extend the 
end date of the relevant period, in relation to these DP rights, to 23 March 
2022.   Legal advice is that in their view, SDC can rely on this time limited 
PD right to hold an outdoor market on any land for as long as it wants until 
23 March 2022.  This includes the land on which it already has planning 
permission, and land outside of this – unless the land is of specific 
scientific interest.  The right is not restricted to 56 days. 
 
LSD has been made aware of this information and has confirmed that will 
be using the dustbowl when it returns on 18 April. 



 
Dependent upon restrictions being lifted, it appears that the National 
Market Traders’ Federation wish to return to Stratford-upon-Avon in 
August 2021 for the hugely successful National Youth Market Finals. 
Previous events have been incredibly well received by the community and 
businesses.  
  


