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475th MAYOR OF
STRATFORDUPON-AVON
COUNCILLOR
TONY JACKSON
Becoming Mayor of Stra�ord upon Avon
is a hugely pres�gious honour and I am
humbled to accept a posi�on that is
embedded in history back to 1516.
The circumstances of my elec�on are not
what I envisaged and Covid-19 has
clearly impacted on the Mayoral Diary.
Nevertheless, it has opened up different
opportuni�es that I have covered in my
‘Virtual Mayor Ar�cle’.
For people who don’t know me I moved
to the area in 1984 as an employee of
NFU Mutual and Mandy, my wife, and
our twins Alex and Joe, moved into the
Town in 1996 – a decision which we have
never regre�ed.

Mayor, Tony Jackson. Photograph courtesy of Charles Wilson.

The history of the Town is well
documented but we must recognise the
need to adapt to changing �mes and this
will always bring challenges. The
Neighbourhood Development Plan
provides the template for the future and
has my full support. As Mayor, I will be
proac�ve in encouraging all interested
par�es to work together to implement
the various projects which I am sure will
benefit the Town.

Continued on page 2
__________________________________________________________________________________________
BRIDGING the GAP • Stratford-upon-Avon

Continued from first page...

The role enables me to have greater visibility
and engagement with the wide range of
Community Groups and their volunteers, who
provide such a valuable service for the benefit
of residents. My thanks to you all and I look
forward to mee�ng you when circumstances
permit.
Tradi�onally the Mayor has iden�fied selected
chari�es to support during their mayoral year. I
have taken a slightly different approach by
choosing three good causes which gives me
greater scope to engage with a wide range of
organisa�ons. My three good causes are:
a)
b)
c)

Volunteers
People with Disabili�es
Exercise and Well Being

Whilst many of my original ideas have had to be
shelved it has been good to interact with
organisa�ons who embrace the ethos of one or
more of these causes.
I am trying to be proac�ve in reaching out to
organisa�ons, so please get in touch if you feel
that my support could help in any way.
Further informa�on on my background and
ac�vi�es as Mayor are shared via social media
and par�cularly on the Town Council website:
www.facebook.com/
Stra�orduponAvonTownCouncil

Left: Mayor Cllr Tony
Jackson with Hattie
Throssell and
Stratford Boat Club's
head adaptive coach
Mark Dewdney.

Right: Mayor
Jackson with
Lifeways Charity
Manager James
Pavitt.
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MEETING IN A
VIRTUAL WORLD
Covid-19, lockdown and social
distancing have all combined to
ensure that being Mayor is an
experience that I had not expected
just two months earlier.
Of course, it is disappoin�ng that
so many events have had to be
either cancelled or deferred but
the unprecedented circumstances
have generated a new ‘Virtual
World’ that has created a number
of opportuni�es.
Not having access to the Town Hall
has necessitated a steep learning
curve to ensure Councillors were
familiar with Zoom mee�ngs and
this started with the very first
event of my Mayoral year with
Mayor Making which s�ll went
ahead on Friday on 15 May.
By necessity this was low key,
although it did enable history to be
made as I became the 475th Mayor
of Stra�ord upon Avon, and the
first to be elected ‘virtually’. Being
able to stream the event via
Facebook was also a valuable pilot
exercise which has proven
successful for future events.

Live streaming of the first Town
Council Mee�ng reached over 200
people which compares very
favourably to the nominal public
a�endance at mee�ngs held at the
Town Hall. Greater visibility and
transparency of the decisionmaking process is a key objec�ve
of the Councillors so con�nuing
the live streaming when we return
to normality is something that is
very much in our plans.
Zoom mee�ngs also mean that
with no travelling required there
have clearly been ‘green’ benefits
plus the associated �me saving.
Where appropriate we will
con�nue to hold mee�ngs virtually
to ensure we con�nue to realise
these benefits.
The op�on of providing a prerecorded video was trialled on

day three of my Mayoral year
with my reading for the virtual
Civic Sunday service. Whilst
not a subs�tute for leading the
Council to Church it did
demonstrate what was possible
and gave me the confidence for
future opportuni�es. I was
par�cularly pleased to do a
video for the virtual volunteer
awards ceremony for
Warwickshire Vision that
enabled me to congratulate
them on receiving the Queen’s
Award.
If your organisa�on is looking to
hold a virtual mee�ng and
would like me to a�end and/or
record a message, I would be
pleased to hear from you. For
the �me being at least this
looks to be the new world that I
will be living in.

+

If you wish to invite the Mayor to
attend your event either virtually or
socially distanced, please contact
charles.wilson@stratford-tc.gov.uk
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CALENDAR OF MEETINGS
Until instructed otherwise by the government, the Town Council will hold all Town Council
Meetings using Zoom software. The link for the meeting will be published on the public
notice, which is particularly for those who wish to speak in Public Participation. The open
session of Town Council meetings will be streamed live using Facebook Live and YouTube.
Whilst meetings are being held virtually, they will commence at 6:00pm.

General
Purposes
Committee
Tuesday
(6:00pm)
20 October 20
8 December 20

Finance &
Scrutiny
Committee
Tuesday
(6:00pm)

Planning
Consultative
Committee
Tuesday (6:00pm)
1 September 20
6 October 20
27 October 20

8 September 20
17 November 20

Mayoral, Civic Town Council
Ceremonial &
Tuesday
Events
(6:00pm)
Committee
29 September 20
Tuesday
(6:00pm)
24 November 20
15 September 20
3 November 20

10 November 20

THE IMPORTANCE OF
DEFIBRILLATORS IN
THE COMMUNITY
Sudden cardiac arrest is one of the leading causes of death in
the UK, with approximately 60,000 out-of-hospital cardiac
arrests occurring each year. Unfortunately, resuscita�on is
a�empted in only about half of these cases, and sadly fewer
than 1 in 10 survive to leave hospital.

Photographs courtesy of Community Heartbeat Trust.

On average it takes an ambulance 8 minutes to arrive at the
scene in Stra�ord-on-Avon, from the moment they are
dispatched. During this �me, the casualty’s chance of survival
decreases by approximately 20% for every minute that passes
without treatment. Remember, �me is precious when
responding to a real-life emergency.

CHT is one of the largest providers of community public access
defibrillator programmes (cPAD) in the UK, and were the
originators of the use of telephone kiosks for defibrillator use
and now have around 1,000 sites using kiosks. They are the
partner organisa�on to Bri�sh Telecoms (BT) and the only
approved installer from BT. All kiosk installa�ons are preregistered onto the WebNos Governance system so BT can
Basic Life Support (CPR - chest compressions) along with the monitor electricity usage, and the local ambulance service is
use of a defibrillator is the only treatment for sudden cardiac aware of the loca�on and status.
arrest. A defibrillator can be used by anyone and once
Mar�n also demonstrated a few of the defibrillators that are
switched on, the machine guides the rescuer through the
used na�onwide and informed members that the trend is to
process using audible and some�mes visual instruc�ons.
now have equipment that has Visual Display units (VDU),
Sudden cardiac arrest can happen to anyone at any �me or
place. It is therefore vital that communi�es are equipped with
a defibrillator to allow for immediate treatment following a
cardiac arrest. If defibrilla�on occurs within one minute of the
casualty’s collapse, their chance of survival increases by
approximately 90%. A community that invests in a a Public
Access Defibrillator, and community training, is inves�ng in a
life-saving piece of equipment for all its residents.

providing both audio and visual instruc�ons. He also explained
the importance of maintaining defibrillators, sta�ng that a third
of the defibrillators in the community might not be working due
to lack of maintenance and support.

Therefore, if you or your organisa�on have commissioned a
defibrillator in the past, we strongly advise that you check that
the equipment, ideally once per week. Defibrillators should
then be con�nuously monitored and maintained to ensure the
At the Town Council’s General Purposes Commi�ee mee�ng equipment is in working order. Use of the WebNos Governance
on 14 July, members were delighted to welcome Mar�n Fagan, system is a free service – please contact CHT. The defibrillator
the Na�onal Secretary of Community Heartbeat Trust (CHT), loca�ons are also displayed on the Na�onal Defibrillator
who gave a presenta�on on the brilliant work that CHT do.
Database at www.nddb.uk
For a map of defibrillator loca�ons in Stra�ord-upon-Avon please visit the Town Council website:
www.stra�ord-tc.gov.uk/services/defibrillators
For more informa�on on Community Heartbeat Trust, please visit: www.communityheartbeat.org.uk
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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It may only be August but plans are well underway for
this year’s Christmas Lights display. Stratford-uponAvon Christmas Lights Company decorate ten streets
with over fifty different displays. For more information
visit the Stratford Christmas Lights website, and let
them know your favourite display by interacting with
them on Twitter or Facebook.
www.stratforduponavonchristmaslights.co.uk
www.twitter.com/SUAxmaslights
www.facebook.com/groups/140141006101230

Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council has been actively
working with Stratford Town Trust and other
stakeholders to ensure the community receives
practical support during the COVID-19 pandemic,
particularly for those self-isolating or vulnerable. A
follow-up leaflet providing updated information on the
help available was hand-delivered to every accessible
household in the town, and the Council and Trust
would sincerely like to thank all the volunteers who
assisted in widely distributing it so quickly. Although
there have been relaxations of the stay at home rules,
we will undoubtedly still be faced with quite stringent
restrictions for some time. Stratford Support remains
here to help.
Please visit www.stratfordsupport.org.uk for more
information.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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CORONAVIRUS: HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF
AND OTHERS
Wash your hands frequently
and thoroughly using soap
and water for at least 20
seconds. Use alcohol-based
hand sanitiser that contains
at least 60% alcohol if soap
and water are not available.
Wear a face covering
when in public settings
in accordance with
Government guidelines.
This helps keep respiratory
droplets from travelling in
the air.

If you need to cough or
sneeze do it into a tissue
and then throw the tissue
in the bin.
Icon credit: LAFS (Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported
License: www.iconfinder.com/p/coronavirus-awareness-icons)

Avoid close contact with
anybody outside your
immediate family. Try to
stay 2 metres away from
others when outside of
your home.

If you feel unwell, stay at
home. You should arrange
to have a test to see if you
have COVID-19.

Avoid touching your eyes,
nose or mouth with
unwashed hands.

Regularly clean and
disinfect surfaces and
objects that people
frequently touch.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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STRATFORD-UPON- SPOTLIGHT ON OUR
COMMUNITY
AVON MARKETS
HAVE NOW
REOPENED
The markets in Stratford reopened on Friday
20 June, and have been operating with a
smaller number of stalls. All traders have
adapted their businesses to comply with
Coronavirus safety measures and
regulations.
Hand sanitising stations and new signage is
also in place.

Rother Street Market
Every Friday & Saturday
10:00am until 5:00pm

Bridging the Gap is a newsletter specifically aimed at members of
the community. If you are part of a community group and would
like to appear in one of our “Spotlight” features, completely free
of charge, please contact Lisa Cowley at the Town Council:
lisa.cowley@stratford-tc.gov.uk

Stra�ord in Bloom – Crisis Looming
Stra�ord in Bloom (SiB) was
originally formed in 1976 by
a group of volunteers with
the purpose of brightening
Stra�ord-upon-Avon with
floral displays. Since then
SiB has always made the
town look fabulous for both
local residents and visitors.
Over the past 30 years SiB
has become an independent
organisa�on receiving annual
grants from both the Town
Council and Stra�ord Town
Trust whilst also raising addi�onal funds from the sale of
sponsorship signs on the traffic islands.

Waterside Upmarket
Every Sunday and Bank Holiday
Mondays
10:00am until 5:00pm

This enables SiB to fund the £55,000 that it costs to provide and
maintain the summer and winter displays which currently number
250 hanging baskets, 100 troughs and barrier boxes and the
displays on two major traffic islands.
SiB became a limited company by guarantee 5 years ago and to
ensure the con�nued success of SiB it is essen�al that new
volunteers are recruited onto the Commi�ee. Specifically, the key
posi�ons of chair, secretary, vice chair and treasurer are cri�cal to
meet the criteria of the grant giving bodies that support SiB.
If these posi�ons are not filled at the 2020 AGM in December,
sadly, SiB will cease to exist. This would inevitably result in the
loss of the floral displays that we have all come to love in the town
and the end of the much-loved gardening compe��on.

Photographs courtesy of LSD Promotions.

If you are interested in helping Stra�ord-upon-Avon in Bloom by
taking an officer role, or would like more informa�on, please
contact Stephanie Lester at info@stratfordinbloom.org.uk

STRATFORD TOWN CENTRE TEMPORARY COVID-18 SAFETY MEASURES UPDATE
Following consulta�ons with with Town Centre businesses, Warwickshire County Council, Stra�ord-on-Avon District
Council, Stra�ord-upon-Avon Town Council and Stra�orward BID announced changes to the Town Centre Safety Measures.
You can read more about the changes on our website at: www.stra�ord-tc.gov.uk/news/council-news/town-council-news/
joint-statement-regarding-changes-to-the-town-centre-scheme.
This informa�on was correct at the �me of going to print. The Town Council website will be updated if and when any
further changes are made.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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WHAT’S ON...
This spot is an opportunity for local organisations to publicise their event to a wide audience, completely free of
charge. Please contact Lisa Cowley if you would like to advertise here: lisa.cowley@stratford-tc.gov.uk
Please note that events listed on this page are subject to change or cancellation due to the ongoing Coronavirus
pandemic. Please check with organisers directly beforehand to avoid disappointment.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------IKPRODUCTIONS
WATERSIDE BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY MARKET
-----Monday 31 August
10:00am - 5:00pm
Waterside, CV37 6BA

THE WONDERFUL WIZARD OF OZ
Sunday, 23 August
4:30pm - 6:15pm
The Farm, Kings Lane, CV37 0QA

The Waterside Upmarket and Stratford-upon-Avon town
businesses have been working hard at implementing COVIDIKP return with another “bonkers” theatre adventure in
secure measures to keep you safe. Please make sure you
Summer 2020 with a brand new comedy adaptation of L.
are also doing your bit, by keeping a safe distance from
Frank Baum’s The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. Tickets
others and regularly washing your hands.
available from: www.everymantheatre.org.uk
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------MAGIC ALLEY
-----TREAD THE BOARDS THEATRE COMPANY
AN EVENING OF CLAIRVOYANCE WITH HEIDI CLARK
Tuesday, 18 August
7:15pm - 8:00pm OR 8:30pm9:15pm
Socially distanced and limited to only 16 seats. Seats will be
grouped in twos and if you need a larger party seated
together please email: magicalleystratford@gmail.com.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------JESTER STYLES PRESENTS ‘ORIGINS’

THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS
Saturday 1 August - Monday 31 August
Various Times and Locations

Kenneth Grahame's delightful children's classic is bought
fabulously to life in this modern adaptation that delights with
surprises, slapstick comedy, modern music accompanied by
outrageous routines. More information and tickets available
Tuesday, 15 September and Thursday 24 September at from www.ticketsource.co.uk/
7:30pm
treadtheboardstheatrecompany/the-wind-in-the-willows/emxqoqz
Brand new solo magic show from Jester Styles exploring the -------------------------------------------------------------------------ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY
darker side of all things magical.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------SHAKESPEARE’S BIRTHPLACE
SHAKESPEARE SNAPSHOTS
Re-opening from 1 August
1000am - 4:00pm
Tickets must be booked in advance via
www.shakespeare.org.uk.

Friday - Sunday throughout August
1:00pm and 3:00pm
Dell Gardens

These non-costumed pop-up performances will be different
Anne Hathaway’s Cottage, Shakespeare's New Place, Hall’s each week, featuring speeches and sonnets from
Croft and Mary Arden’s Farm: regrettably these Shakespeare Shakespeare. More information here: www.rsc.org.uk/
Family Homes and Gardens will remain closed until at least news/live-outdoor-performances-start-this-weekend
spring 2021.

✃------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------AND FINALLY…
During a Town Council meeting on 30 July, 2019, Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council declared a Climate Emergency and
pledged to move towards carbon neutral targets and to work with businesses, environmental groups and residents in order to
achieve this aim.
Therefore, in order to minimise our carbon footprint, we will be producing and distributing Bridging the Gap digitally going
forward. The change will also enable us to offer more content in a timely manner.
However, we know that digital is not for everyone, so if you would still like to receive your copy of Bridging the Gap by post,
please provide your information below, cut out this section and return to Town Hall, Sheep Street, Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37
6EF.

Name:
Address:

Please tick here to confirm that you consent to Stratford-upon-Avon retaining your data for the purpose
of sending you the Bridging the Gap newsletter. Data will not be used for any other purpose and will not
be passed on to any other third party.
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