
 
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON TOWN COUNCIL 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 
28 April, 2020 

 
CIVIC OFFICER’S REPORT 

 
 
1) VE Day 2020 - Friday 8 May  
 

Since the current restrictions were enforced on Monday 23 March, 
our lives and the way in which we are allowed to live them have 
dramatically changed.  Our world has been turned upside down, 
which has led to a great deal of uncertainty and anxiety, and none 
of us yet know exactly how long the enforced lockdown will be in 
place. 
 
Events on both the national and local stage have been cancelled 
as there can be no large public gatherings, but generally these 
have been rescheduled to take place in 2021.  Unfortunately, 
amongst the casualties were those planned throughout the UK to 
celebrate VE Day75, a day to honour the contribution made by 
brave men and women, including those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice, who played a vital part in the liberation of Europe in May 
1945.  This is not an occasion which can be postponed, as the 
veterans who lived through the conflict are getting fewer due to 
advancing years. 
 
The original plan for marking the anniversary in Stratford-upon-
Avon was two-fold.  Firstly to decorate the town centre streets with 
bunting, as well as leaving the flags in position following the 
Birthday Celebrations.  Secondly, that Friday 8 May, would be 
officially marked with an afternoon of music and other festivities in 
the Recreation Ground near the bandstand. Clearly with the 
current restrictions these arrangements can no longer be 
implemented. 
 
However following on from the events of 23 March, the Clerk has 
been contacted by Escape Arts and Welcombe Radio, who are 
both keen to work in collaboration with the Town Council to deliver 
a Stratford-upon-Avon celebration for VE Day75. 
 
Escape Arts are able to offer and arrange the following activities:  

• A dedicated VE memories page on Facebook – where 

people could post images and memories of the day 75 years 

ago.  Eventually all the material gathered will be downloaded 



as a future archive of local memories and lodged at the local 

Records Office.   

• Inspire and decorate your street campaign – with people 

coming out at 3, following the toast by the Mayor, to honour 

the lives lost and the celebrate peace, by clapping. 

• To create an online forum (the VE Day75 memories page) 

where their D Day and Land Army Films are shown. 

• Betsy Harmony has kindly agreed to do a ‘live’ singing slot 

with dedications to our veterans/contributors.  

Escape Arts have already prepped a dedicated Facebook page 

which they would be very happy to have as a joint dedicated page 

with the Town Council, subject to approval. 

Welcombe Radio can also contribute:  

• VE Family Quiz  

• VE Day request programme for identified people who were 

part of VE Day campaign  

• An art competition for children – in collaboration with the 

Stratford Herald  

• They are also considering a dedicated call-in memories show 

Both organisations will work together to provide a wide range of 

activities for the 8 May, pausing around 3:00pm for the poignant 

playing of The  Last Post and the specially commissioned lament 

performed by a local piper, prior to the Mayor proposing the toast 

For those that gave so much, we thank you”. All of the above 

would be done digitally, and therefore could be streamed widely, 

including to local Care Homes.   

The Way Forward 
 
There is a way forward, as long as we are innovative and 
members are requested to consider the proposed Civic 
programme.  
 
Please note, all of the following activities can be safely executed 
without the need for a public gathering, but they would rely on a 
positive involvement by local press and radio to get the message 
out into the community. 
 
 
 

Cont/….. 
 
 



 
Activties: 
 

• 2:50pm   Playing of the Last Post – pre-recorded and  
                broadcast via the dedicated Facebook page and  
                local radio. 

• 2:55pm   The Piping of Battle’s O’er and VE 75 Years  
                Piper Joe Moore, has indicated his willingness to  
                pre-record the lament, which has been specially  
                composed. 

• 3:00pm   The Nation’s Toast to the Heroes of WW11 
                         The Mayor leads the toast:  
                        “For those that gave so much, we thank you” 
        From the safety of their homes, residents would be  
                         encouraged to take part by raising a glass or cup  
                         of refreshment, followed by an enthusiastic clap. 
 
Sunday 10th     - Tribute to the Millions    

   There is no specific time for this to be done, and 

   the Clerk would be grateful for a steer from  

   members regarding whether they feel it would be 

   appropriate for the Mayor to read the following 

   tribute:  

Cont/….. 
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