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CHRISTMAS is coming to 
STRATFORD!
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Stratford Christmas Lights, which remain 
one of the most outstanding displays in the 
country, will be switched on by the Mayor 
on Thursday 24 November. 

The Town Council would like to thank the Christmas 
Lights Company Limited for all their hard work 
throughout the year, which culminates in the spectacular 
display.  We would also like to thank all the retailers and 
businesses in the town that support the lights - although 
the Town Council resolved to continue its financial 
support, additional backing from the private sector is 
necessary in order to sustain the fantastic display.
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As usual, Father Christmas will make 
an appearance on Switch-on night, and 
no doubt will be kept busy for hours 
meeting and greeting all the children 
who come to see him in his snowy 
Winter Wonderland Grotto, at the Town 
Hall (this is free).

The town will be buzzing with festive 
activity, spurred on by the opening of 
the Christmas Market in Bridge Street, 
which will continue every Thursday 
in the run-up to Christmas.  Each 
week there will be a variety of festive 
entertainment including a Snow Queen, 
a snowman and live music.  

(continued from front page)

On 15 December, weather permitting, 
the Lions will have their annual carol 
concert outside Marks and Spencer. 

All of Stratford’s markets will be entering 
into the festive spirit and there will be a 
plethora of interesting and unique gifts 
on offer.  So, if you are stuck for that 
present for ‘he/she who has everything’ 
have a wander round the markets and 
the friendly traders will not be shy in 
coming up with some ideas!

CHARTER MARKET
Even the Friday Market on Rother Street 
will be trimming up and getting into the 

festive spirit.  Open from 9am to 4pm, 
it’s perfect for getting your everyday 
essentials and the odd little luxury.

SATURDAY 
Farmers’/Antiques/Craft Market
Come on… there’s got to be something 
here that is just what you are looking for! 

SUNDAY UPMARKET 
The Sunday UpMarket on Waterside, 
featuring a really Christmassy theme, will 
continue throughout December - they’ll 
be mulled wine, hot chestnuts, carol 
singing, street entertainers, and much 
more.
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After 11 weeks of hard work and unusually good weather, the Tranquility 
Garden is almost finished and will be open to the public towards the end 
of the year.  An official opening will take place in the spring of next year, 
when the garden has had more time to establish.   

The Council would like to thank the team from Spartacus Gardens, who 
have created a beautiful space for individuals to visit, commemorate or just 
remember their loved ones. We hope they have enjoyed creating it as much 
as we have enjoyed watching it develop.  We would also like to thank the 
surrounding residents for being so patient with all the construction and delivery 
of materials. 

MEMORIAL ITEMS
Memorial items to be placed in the garden are available to purchase. Please contact the Town Hall if you would like 
further information or a purchase form.

GRANITE PAVING STONES
  Set within the red brick pathway of the garden will be memorial granite paving stones, in little 
groups, which will eventually create a distinctive walkway of remembrance. There will be several 
areas within the garden where these can feature. The cost to purchase a Granite Paving Stone, 
which includes an inscription of up to 50 black letters, is £250.00 inc. VAT for a period of 10 
years. A charge of £1.25 per letter is applied thereafter. 

 
SLATE PLAQUE
These plaques will be affixed to the wall at the end of the garden, covered by a wooden and brick 
pillar pergola. Plaques can also be attached to the brick pillars supporting the pergola down the 
centre of the garden. The cost to purchase a Slate Plaque, for a period of 10 years, is £250.00 
inc. VAT or £400.00 inc. VAT for 20 years. This includes 50 letters in grey script. A charge of 
£1.25 per letter is applied thereafter.  

BRONZE BENCH PLAQUE
Each bench will feature a maximum of 4 dedication plaques at a cost of £250.00 inc. VAT for a 
period of 10 years. If, however, you would prefer your plaque to feature exclusively on a bench, the 
cost is £500.00 inc. VAT for a period of 10 years.
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WALK IN SHAKESPEARE’S FOOTSTEPS
The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust has transformed New Place, the site of William Shakespeare’s grand family home 
into a contemporary heritage landmark where visitors can connect with the playwright on the very ground where he 
lived for almost 20 years. The re-imagination of Shakespeare’s New Place is the biggest and most enduring project 

anywhere in the world to mark the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare’s death in 2016.

Visitors are invited to follow in 
Shakespeare’s footsteps through a 
new entrance on the site of the original 
gatehouse and enjoy a contemporary 
landscape that reveals the footprint 
of Shakespeare’s lost family home, 
discovered during archaeological 
excavations of the site.

Specially commissioned sculptures 
conjure up the world that influenced 
Shakespeare, and his enduring influence 
in our world today. Wander into the 
restored sunken Tudor Knot Garden, and 

the Great Garden beyond, with its sweeping 
lawns, herbaceous borders, and famous 
mulberry trees.

A dynamic new permanent exhibition brings 
to life the story of Shakespeare’s New Place 
and the personal life of its most famous 
occupant and his family – casting new 
light on Shakespeare as a father, husband, 
citizen of Stratford-upon-Avon, as well as the 
famous playwright.

The whole site is now fully accessible for 
the first time.  Ingenious architecture, 

landscaping and planning ensure that 
the gardens as well as the exhibition are 
wheelchair friendly, and in total sympathy 
with the Grade I listing of the site, making 
New Place a place for everyone to 
connect with Shakespeare. 

Stratford-upon-Avon (CV37) residents 
can visit Shakespeare’s New Place for 
free. Present your proof of address (utility 
bill, drivers licence) at the ticket desk to 
claim your free community card. For more 
information and to plan your visit, see 
www.shakespeare.org.uk 

The public rooms are all DDA 
compliant and a platform lift provides 
access to the first floor. There are 
disabled toilets and baby changing 
facilities on the ground floor. 

The Hall is within easy walking distance 
of many excellent hotels in the town, 
with parking facilities either on street, 
or in one of the nearby car parks.  

We offer three different wedding 
packages at a reasonable price: just 
the ceremony, just the reception, or 
both. You can decorate the venue 
however you like it (within reason!), 
bring in your own chair covers (as 
shown in the photo), and use your 
own florist and caterer. You can even 
provide your own licensed bar, with 
no corkage charge. Dine in splendour 
in the Ballroom, or dance the night 
away on the sprung dancefloor. The 
impressive staircase is perfect for 
photographs, or you can use one of 
the beautiful scenic locations that are 
very nearby.

Everyone at the Town Hall understands 
just how important your wedding day 
is, and we will do everything possible 
to make sure the day is memorable 
for all the right reasons.  A dedicated 
member of the team will deal with your 
booking, but any of the Town Hall staff 
can help with enquiries – we all love a 
good wedding!

You can drop by to view the Hall, or 
give Emma or Pat a call to discuss 
availability before contacting the 
registrar.  (The registrar and venue are 
independent of one another and need 
to be booked and paid for separately.)  

More information can be found in the 
‘Town Hall’ section of our website: 
www.stratford-tc.gov.uk 

LOOKING FOR A PERFECT WEDDING 
VENUE?  LOOK NO FURTHER!
Stratford-upon-Avon Town Hall is used as a setting for all occasions, but it excels as a splendid wedding venue. All the public 
rooms are licensed for civil weddings, and those on the ground floor provide the perfect place for small, intimate occasions.  
The Ballroom, upstairs, can easily accommodate large wedding parties, in its spectacular and stately surroundings.
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STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
TOWN COUNCIL 
RECEIVES AWARD 

IN NATIONAL 
SCHEME

Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council 
has received a prestigious award 
for being a Quality Council, as 
part of the Local Council Award 

Scheme. This achievement 
recognises that the council achieves 

good practice in governance, 
community engagement and council 
improvement. Moreover, the Town 
Council goes above and beyond 
their legal obligations, leading 

their communities and continuously 
seeking opportunities to improve 

and develop even further.

The Local Council Award Scheme is a 
peer assessed programme that has been 
designed to both provide the tools and 
encouragement to those councils at the 

beginning of their improvement journeys, 
as well as promoting and recognising 
councils that are at the cutting edge 
of the sector. It is through the sector 

working together to share best practice, 
drive up standards and supporting those 
who are committed to improving their 

offer to their communities that individual 
councils and the sector as a whole will 

reach its full potential. 

In terms of the future, the council is 
now reviewing ways in which it can 

keep on improving its offer to the local 
community and welcomes input from 

local people and partners on this. 
Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council and 

other local councils like it, are at the 
front line of the government’s localism 
agenda and are doing as much as they 

can to delivery services whilst being 
efficient and cost-effective.

Santa Claus’ 
magic postbox 
will appear 
outside the 
Town Hall again 
this year! 

From this box 
alone, Santa 
Claus personally 
answers over 
of 350 letters 
to the growing 
number of 
children who 
write to him  
each year.

POST EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS!
This year the magical, unseen collection of letters happens 
on weekdays from Monday 14 November until Friday 16 
December. Santa Claus is very sorry, but he finds he really 
can’t guarantee a response if letters are sent after that 
date, so from 16 December, you will find that the postbox 
has disappeared… just like that!

The non-magical, but nonetheless very hardworking, 
Scouts will be busy with the Scout Post Delivering Service 
from Monday 5 December until Friday 16 December.  Post 
boxes are located at Fred Winters (Henley Street), Tesco, 
Morrisons, Waitrose, Co-op (Trinity Mead), Clopton Road 
Stores, St Andrews (Shottery), Shakespeare Hospice Book 
Shop (Rother Street), Evesham Place Stores and Stratford 
District Council Office (Church Street). The cost is 30p per 
card or 4 cards for £1.

Councillor 
Tony Jackson, 
was elected 
as the Town 
Councillor for 
Guildhall Ward 
in May 2015.  

Tony is married 
to Mandy, a Registrar, and they have 
twins, Alexandra and Joseph. 

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR COUNCIL

Crime prevention advice for 

shed security

 

Thefts from sheds and garages is an ongoing problem all year round. New 
mowers ready for Spring; a variety of tools put away ready for gardening or DIY; 
valuable items such as fishing tackle & bicycles waiting for the warmer weather.  
The thieves know the pattern only too well, and let’s face it, we make it easy! 

Tips to consider 

• You are probably disciplined about locking your doors and windows when 
you leave your home, but what about your shed or garage? 

• Research shows that thieves often take tools such as ladders and 
spades, from a garage or shed, to help them break into a house, ensure 
yours are always locked away. 

• Try to site your shed within view of the house and ensure there is 
adequate lighting.  Consider installing an alarm. 

• Visibly mark all removable items with your postcode and house number 
(see the factsheet on property marking) 

• Ensure the shed is in a good state of repair.  Fit a good quality padlock. 
Ensure the hasp is bolted through the shed and into a steel plate. Secure 
up-and-over garage doors with padlocks through the inside runners, or fit 
a padlock (with hasp and staple) to either side of the door. 

• Replace ordinary screws on outbuilding doors with non-return screws or 
coach bolts. Glue, smeared over the heads of screws, may stop the thief 
from unscrewing them. 

• Make a note of make/model/serial number of tools and bicycles, take 
photographs and secure in a safe place. 

• High value items such as bicycles and lawn mowers should be shackled 
together, ideally to the fabric of the building or to a metal post cemented 
into the ground.  

• Consider having lockable steel boxes fitted to the floor to store your tools. 

• Obscure the window of your shed/garage to prevent thieves seeing what 
you have inside.

• Use signage to let offenders know you have security marked your 
property and you are a member of a Watch Scheme. 
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Career History
Upon leaving school Tony joined the NFU Mutual’s 
Chester Office, before transferring to the Head Office 
in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1984.  He still works for the 
company and completed 40 years’ service in July 2015. 

Leisure Activities
Tony is an active runner and is Secretary to Stratford-
upon-Avon Athletics Club.  He is a Qualified Track and 
Field Judge, Race Organiser and was a Games Maker  
at the 2012 London Olympics.

ACTION FOR WILDLIFE
Warwickshire, Coventry & Solihull Local Biodiversity 

Action Plan
www.warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk

Can you help us find Warwickshire’s orchards and their owners? 
We are asking for help from parish residents to help find the traditional and new orchards 

around the county, including school and community sites. We know of several sites but 
wish to identify more locations and map the sites.

Why are old orchards important? 
As well as heritage varieties of fruit trees, there are some rare species associated with 

traditional orchards such as lesser spotted woodpecker and noble chafer beetles, all 
dependent on mature trees for their survival. At the moment we know only one site for 

noble chafer – help us to find more!

How many orchards do we have? 
A national survey undertaken by the People’s Trust for Endangered Species (PTES) in 

2011 identified 589 orchard sites in Warwickshire. But in 2012 the local Habitat 
Biodiversity Audit team identified only about half of these, so we still need to find the rest!

How to register your orchard with PTES 
Even if you have only a few old trees, you may have an orchard…..the minimum size of  
a ‘Traditional Orchard’ is defined as ‘five trees with crown edges less than 20m apart’. 

Details of the PTES national survey are available on the website: https://ptes.org/
getinvolved/surveys/countryside-2/traditional-orchard-survey/?cat=95.  

This includes an interactive map showing the apparent sites of traditional orchards in our 
area and which of these have been surveyed already. There is a questionnaire for new 

orchard owners to register their orchard and also advice on the management of orchards 
for the benefit of wildlife as well as the fruit harvested from them. If you know of someone 

who owns an orchard, please encourage them to add their orchard to the register.

Please tell us too about your orchard! 
We would be grateful if you would copy your information to our HBA team: 

hba@warwickshire.gov.uk so that the orchards can be mapped for the county.  
We can advise owners on how to conserve and restore these sites which are so valuable 

for heritage tree varieties and as havens for wildlife. In some cases we can assist by 
identifying suitable grants to help with care for these sites.



AND FINALLY...         On behalf of the Town Council, the Mayor, Councillor Juliet Short would like to wish you  
all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year.

 
 WHAT’S ON...

Cake and Company every Friday 
afternoon from 2pm to 4pm at Stratford 
Methodist Church Centre.  Chat over a 
cup of tea or play board games. 

From September, brunch will be served 
every second Saturday of the month at the 
Methodist Church Centre, Old Town from 
10am, to 12 noon. 

Stratford-upon-Avon’s Christmas Lights 
Switch On at 4:30pm on 24 November, 
outside the Town Hall. 

 

Christmas Market on Bridge Street 
Thursday 24 November, 1, 8, 15 and  
22 December. 10am to 8pm.  
 

Avonside Players 50th anniversary and 
final performances on 24, 25 and 26 
November at 7:30pm at the Methodist 
Church Centre, Old Town.  Five playlets 
with supper.  Admittance by ticket only  
£10 from Maureen Beckett on 01789 
299347 or Sheila Giles on 01789 
296789. 

Saturday 3 December, Christmas Festival 
at Methodist Church, Old Town.  From 
2pm children’s artwork from local schools 
and Christmas Nativity cribs, from 4pm 
tea and cakes, at 5pm Christmas sing-a-
long.  Free admission. 

Talk by Maureen Beckett on Managing 
Stratford’s Canada Geese on Saturday 
14 January at 3:30pm at the Methodist 
Church Centre, Old Town.  Free 
admission including tea and biscuits. 

Bridging the Gap is published by Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council, Town Hall, Sheep Street, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6EF
Contact: 01789 269332  E-mail: info@stratford-tc.gov.uk  Website: www.stratford-tc.gov.uk

Stratford Arts House Box Office  
(formerly Civic Hall):  

01789 207100 
www.stratfordartshouse.co.uk 

 
Bear Pit Ticket Hotline:  

01789 403416 (10am–6pm Mon–Sat) 
boxoffice@thebearpit.org.uk or visit 

Royal Shakespeare Theatre Box Office

If you would like to  
advertise your local event, 

please contact the  
Town Hall 

The Council  

office and  

Town Hall  

will be closed  

for the  

Christmas  

period from  

24 December 2016 

until 3 January 2017

Service 1 Stratford Park and Ride - Town Centre - Chipping Campden - Broadway - Moreton in Marsh (every 2 hours)

Service 2 Stratford Park and Ride - Town Centre - Chipping Campden - Moreton in Marsh (every 2 hours)

Service 3  Stratford Park and Ride - Town Centre - Shipston - Banbury

Service 4 Stratford Park and Ride - Town Centre - Trinity Mead

Service 5    Town Centre - St Gregorys Road - Justins Avenue - Maybird Centre - Rail Station - Town Centre (every 30 minutes)

Services 6/7  Rail Station - Town Centre - Wellesbourne(6) or Ettington(7) - Kineton - Tysoe - Banbury (6 journeys per day)

Service X7  Rail Station - Town Centre - Ettington - Banbury Express (every 2 hours)

Service X20  Town Centre - Rail Station - Henley - Hockley Heath - Shirley - Birmingham (every hour)  

Timetables are on Johnson’s website: http://www.johnsonscoaches.co.uk/timetables/

The services making use of the interchange facility, outside the station, have been listed below, along with the regular  
services from Stratford-upon-Avon.

JOHNSONS BUSES WILL BE SERVING STRATFORD TOWN STATION FROM 24 OCTOBER


